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f o r c i n g them to reduce t h e i r w a g e s a l s o , some w o r k e r s d e c i d e d to b r e a k

h i s m a c h i n e s . On June 2 8 t h , 1816, a night attack was made by s e v e n t e e n

m e n , and the m a c h i n e s w e r e all destroyed. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a w a t c h m a n who

t h r e a t e n e d t o s h o o t w a s h i m s e l f w o u n d e d , though not f a t a l l y . One m a n

w a s i d e n t i f i e d , and w a s h a n g e d . The c r o w d s at h i s f u n e r a l show t h a t the

d a r i n g m e t h o d s of the old L u d d i t e s s t i l l held their r e s p e c t . Some time

l a t e r , one of t h e other r a i d e r s gave a w a y h i s c o m p a n i o n s , and six m o r e

m e n were h a n g e d and three transported f o r life. It w a s this d i s a s t r o u s

i n c i d e n t of 1816 w h i c h r o u s e d Cobbett to write his "Letter to the L u d d i t e s "

- an argument in f a v o u r of m a c h i n e r y , w h i c h is o b v i o u s l y w r i t t e n in c o m -

- p l e t e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e issues involved. (He a d m i t t e d he did not

k n o w "very c l e a r l y " w h a t the dispute w a s a b o u t . )

" N o t h i n g to lose but their l i v e s "

In 1 8 1 6 ; in the d e p t h of the p o s t - w a r d e p r e s s i o n , there w e r e other

e x a m p l e s of m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g , In this case of t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s . But

these o c c u r r e d as part of a c a m p a i g n of d i r e c t a c t i o n a g a i n s t s t a r v a t i o n ,

a s e r i e s of " r i o t s " that b e g a n in late May and c o n t i n u e d into July. W h a t

is n o t i c e a b l e is that on the w h o l e these were successful in their limited

o b j e c t i v e s .

I n S u f f o l k , w h e r e there h a d b e e n i n d i v i d u a l c a s e s o f r i c k - b u r n i n g

and b r e a k i n g of t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s , a c r o w d of p e o p l e m a r c h e d into the

m a r k e t t o w n of B r a n d o n d e m a n d i n g a r e d u c t i o n in p r i c e s of bread a n d m e a t .

A f t e r some d i s t u r b a n c e s and v i o l e n c e , the l o a d i n g i n h a b i t a n t s " g u a r a n t e e d

the price of f l o u r at 2/6 p e r s t o n e , w i t h an advance of w a g e s of 2 / - per

h e a d " until t h e m i l l e r s w o u l d reduce t h e i r p r i c e s .

At B i d e f o r d in D e v o n , a c r o w d tried to p r e v e n t the export of

p o t a t o e s f r o m this little p o r t . At Frome, crowds in the market

p r e v e n t e d an i n c r e a s e in the price of p o t a t o e s . At N o r w i c h , f l o u r

w a s taken f r o m the new m i l l s and t h r o w n into the r i v e r . P i t m e n in

D u r h a m went on strike a g a i n s t the h i g h p r i c e of c o r n ; but the

m a g i s t r a t e s , a c c o m p a n i e d by two troops of s o l d i e r s , " i n d u c e d " them

to r e t u r n to w o r k .

Into D o w n h a m M a r k e t , in N o r f o l k , camo a d e m o n s t r a t i o n of 1500

p e o p l e , w h o e n t e r e d all the shops o f m i l l e r s , b a k e r s and b u t c h e r s ,

and c a r r i e d away their g o o d s . M a g i s t r a t e s c a l l e d in the c a v a l r y and

read the H o t A c t , and the c r o w d dispersed. N e x t day the t o w n s m e n

w e n t out w i t h the c a v a l r y "to m e e t the r i o t e r s , w h o armed t h e m s e l v e s

w i t h g u n s , p i t c h f o r k s , clubs and other w e a p o n s r e a d y for a g e n e r a l

a t t a c k . " B u t b a t t l e w a s avoid e d b y the " g e n t l e m e n " p r e s e n t m a k i n g

an a g r e e m e n t to a d v a n c e w a g e s a n d to release p r i s o n e r s a l r e a d y takenj

w h i c h v i c t o r y " i n d u c e d them t o r e t u r n p e a c e a b l y t o their h o m e s . "

At Ely "an immense b o d y of a r m e d F e n - m e n " a t t a c k e d a m a g i s t r a t e ' s

h o u s e , and w e n t round d e m a n d i n g m o n e y . Troops w o r e called in to deal

w i t h t h i s " d e s p e r a t e i n s u r r e c t i o n " , and in a p i t c h e d battle at L i t t l e -

-port the F e n m o n w e r e r o u t e d and m a n y p r i s o n e r s taken.

T h e s e a c t i o n s d i d n o t involve m a c h i n e r y . But a t F r e s h i n g f i e l d ,

i n E s s e x , 2 0 0 m e n " a r m e d w i t h i m p l e m e n t s o f a g r i c u l t u r e a s their

w e a p o n s " d e s t r o y e d the t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e at one f a r m and at a n o t h e r

"a p l o u g h of a new c o n s t r u c t i o n that did not p l e a s e them", a n d pro-
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p r o c e e d e d to a third farm to destroy a n o t h e r m a c h i n e . At H o c k h a m in

N o r f o l k a t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e w a s d e s t r o y e d by a c r o w d of 1 0 0 . W h i l e

at B u r y in S u f f o l k a hostile crowd d e m o n s t r a t e d outside the p r e m i s e s

of a hosier w h o h a d i n s t a l l e d a s p i n n i n g - j e n n y .

These r i o t o u s p r o c e e d i n g s were r e p o r t e d , as t h e y h a p p e n e d , by

W i l l i a m C o b b e t t in his w e e k l y " P o l i t i c a l Register",, V/hen they b e g a n

he wrotes

"Some w e e k s b a c k I o b s e r v e d that it w a s i m p o s s i b l e for t h i n g s

long to go on quietly as they w e r e then going on, I said that

m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e c o u l d not starve; that it w a s impossible f o r

t h i n g s to go on till the h i g h w a y s w e r e strewed w i t h dead b o d i e s

"It m a y be p r o p e r to call the o f f e n d i n g p e r s o n s ' i n s u r g e n t s ,

s a v a g e s , v i l l a i n s , m o n s t e r s , e t c . ' a s the " C o u r i e r " newspaper d o e s .

B u t t h e n , there are g r e a t n u m b e r s of E n g l i s h m e n who are i n s u r g e n t s ,

savages,, v i l l a i n s m o n s t e r s . There is no g e t t i n g out of t h i s

d i l e m m a . The fact i s , they are p e o p l e in w a n t . T h e y are p e o p l e

w h o have n o t h i n g to l o s e , e x c e p t t h e i r livesj and of these they

think l i t t l e , s e e i n g t h a t they have so little e n j o y m e n t of them."

E f f e c t of the t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e

D e s t r u c t i o n of t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s h a s a special s i g n i f i c a n c e , b e c a u s e

it b e c a m e for a t i m e , t o g e t h e r w i t h r i c k - b u r n i n g , the r e c o g n i s e d m e t h o d

of s t r u g g l e of the f a r m l a b o u r e r s . T h r e s h i n g (by f l a i l ) w a s the m a i n

w i n t e r o c c u p a t i o n w h e n the w e a t h e r w a s unfit f o r other jobs; w i t h o u t i t ,

life i n the v i l l a g e s became p r a c t i c a l l y i m p o s s i b l e for l a n d l e s s l a b o u r e r s .

The t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e w a s i n v e n t e d in S c o t l a n d about 1786 and came

into use during the N a p o l e o n i c War w h e n f a r m e r s could afford n e w m a c h i n e r y .

I t s o b v i o u s e f f e c t in the p o s t - w a r d e p r e s s i o n w a s to drive people f r o m the

l a n d , a n d in t h i s w a y the t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n o a d d e d to the troubles of the

h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s i n the t o w n s . I n 1810 T h o m a s Smith, sent f r o m G l a s g o w

by a c o m m i t t e e of m e c h a n i c s and w e a v e r s to give evidence to a P a r l i a m e n t a r y

C o m m i t t e e on the c o t t o n t r a d e , s a i d that the number of c o t t o n w o r k e r s had

b e e n i n f l a t e d b y r e d u n d a n t f a r m - w o r k e r s :

" I r e m e m b e r w e l l e n o u g h two m e n w o r e n e c e s s a r y f o r one p l o u g h ,

one m a n does that b u s i n e s s n o w . I r e m e m b e r likewise w h e n it t o o k

p e r h a p s f o u r m e n t o t h r a s h the c o r n , that i s all d o n e b y m a c h i n e r y . "

In 1830 J.W. Groaves wrote in "A Reply to Mr. Geary's Appeal to the

Weavers of Norwich" (i.e. an appeal to accept a wage-cut) that

"in consequence of machinery superseding the use of manual labour

in agricultural pursuits, the country inhabitants have flocked

into the city to weaving, and caused a redundancy of hands for the

work."

N o r w i c h w a s a good p l a c e to o b s e r v e the effect of m a c h i n e r y on a g r i -

- c u l t u r o . T h e h a n d l d o m w e a v e r s , s t r u g g l i n g against l o w w a g e s and u n e m -

- p l o y m c n t i n their a n c i e n t t r a d e w h i c h was h i t , not b y m a c h i n e r y d i r e c t l y

(for their own o r g a n i s a t i o n w a s s t r o n g e n o u g h to p r e v e n t this) but by the

c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e West R i d i n g , c o u l d sympathise w i t h t h e f a r m - l a b o u r e r s .

W h e n a n u m b e r of these were b r o u g h t into N o r w i c h in 1 8 2 2 , after their

c a m p a i g n against t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s , to be l o d g e d in t h e C a s t l e for the
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A s s i z e s , a c r o w d t u r n e d out to g r e e t them, and as the Suffolk Cavalry

came out of t h e C a s t l e again " t h e y were r e c e i v e d w i t h a shower of stones

and b r i c k b a t s , and w e r e stoned c o m p l e t e l y t h r o u g h the c i t y . "

T h e s e l a b o u r e r s c a m e from the v i l l a g e s b e t w e e n A t t l e b o r o u g h and

D i s s . F o r about t e n days they h a d m a r c h e d a r o u n d , d e s t r o y i n g every

t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e they c o u l d find. M a g i s t r a t e s a n d other m o u n t e d

gentry d i s p e r s e d them w h e r e v e r they could, but the crowd w o u l d r e a p p e a r

in a n o t h e r p a r i s h , r e - a s s e m b l e d by the sound of a horn. In the end

they w e r e o v e r t a k e n in the v i l l a g e of B u c k e n h a m "by a p a r t y of g e n t l e m e n ,

f a r m e r s a n d o t h e r s . . . . . a c c o m p a n i e d b y the Eye (Suffolk) Y e o m a n r y C a v a l r y . , . .

The i n s u r g e n t s s c r a m b l e d over t h e h e d g e s , and some into ditches,; the

p u r s u i t w a s m o s t a c t i v e l y c a r r i e d o n , a n d they s u c c e e d e d i n s e c u r i n g

about t h i r t y . " (Norwich M e r c u r y , M a r c h 9 t h , 1 8 2 2 )

P a r l i a m e n t r e f u s e s to intervene

D e s t r u c t i o n o f m a c h i n e r y w a s n o t , o f c o u r s e , the only w a y o f

s h o w i n g o p p o s i t i o n to i t . A t t e m p t s were m a d e f r o m time to time to

got P a r l i a m e n t to p a s s r e s t r i c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . None of these were

s u c c e s s f u l . In f a c t , the a r i s t o c r a t i c P a r l i a m e n t of the p r e - 1 8 3 2 d a y s

w a s quite as d e t e r m i n e d as later P a r l i a m e n t s not to interfere in

i n d u s t r i a l m a t t e r s .

I n 1 8 1 7 t h e P e t i t i o n o f the c l o t h - d r e s s e r s o f the W e s t B i d i n g

a g a i n s t the use of g i g - m i l l s a n d s h e a r i n g - m a c h i n e s w a s ignored.

M r . (later L o r d ) B r o u g h a m , of the O p p o s i t i o n , said that "to c h e c k the

use of m a c h i n e r y " w o u l d be "as u n p o l i t i c as it would be i m p r a c t i c a b l e . "

N o one d i s a g r e e d w i t h him.

In 1 8 2 0 a P e t i t i o n f r o m the c o t t o n w e a v e r s for a tax 0:1 "a m a c h i n e

c a l l e d a p o w e r l o o m " and f o r a f u n d to p r o v i d e l a n d f o r u n e m p l o y e d w e a v e r s ,

w a s t u r n e d d o w n . David R i c a r d o , the e c o n o m i s t , said the duty of the

g o v e r n m e n t w a s "to give the g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t to industry...'.'

The w e a v e r s ' p r o p o s a l w o u l d "violate the s a c r e d n e s s o f p r o p e r t y , which

c o n s t i t u t e d the great s e c u r i t y of society."

In 1821 the r o p e m a k e r s of L o n d o n sent in a P e t i t i o n w i t h 7^0

s i g n a t u r e s to say that m a c h i n e r y h a d p u t t w o - t h i r d s of thorn out of w o r k .

T h e y c o m p l a i n e d p a r t i c u l a r l y of a machine called "Tho D e v i l " w h i c h ,

e m p l o y i n g only h a l f a d o z e n m e n , could do the w o r k of 97 m e n . But "the

w o r k so done w a s extremely i m p e r f e c t , a n d w o u l d of c o u r s e injure the

c h a r a c t e r of t h a t m a n u f a c t u r e in f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s " . T h e y thoJBfore

•asked f o r a tax on the m a c h i n e . A l l that h a p p e n e d w a s that M r . C u r w e n

r e m i n d e d the H o u s e that on a p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n they had d e c i d e d that

"the d i s c o u r a g e m e n t of m a c h i n e r y would be h i g h l y i n j u r i o u s to t h e c o u n t r y . "

In A p r i l 1823 the M a n c h e s t e r c o t t o n w e a v e r s c o m p l a i n e d of their

d i s t r e s s caused b y m a c h i n e r y . M r . G.Philips "denied that the w e a v e r s

were i n j u r e d by the use of m a c h i n e r y " , and P e e l assured the H o u s e that

a f t e r m a k i n g i n q u i r i e s he w a s sure "that the w e a v e r s could a f f o r d to

live i n c o m p a r a t i v e c o m f o r t " .

A m o n t h later the S t o c k p o r t w e a v e r s sent a similar P e t i t i o n . The

l o c a l M.P. w h o p r e s e n t e d it d e c l i n e d to support it. M r . P h i l i p s - who

s e e m e d i n c a p a b l e o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g b e t w e e n h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s a n d f a c t o r y
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workers - said that "where machinery was used the wages were the highest...

they were paid more for managing machinery than for the mere labour of ...

their own hands". Another M.P. referred with approval to Cobbett's "very

useful publication on the subject of Machinery" (i.e. his "Letter to the

Luddites" of I8l6). But Ricardo rebuked him by pointing out that in fact

machinery, by "throwing a largo portion of labour into the market" without

creating a corresponding- demand for labour elsewhere did "operate preju-

-dicially to the working classes". All the same he "would not tolerate

any law to prevent the use of machinery".

It is not surprising that the unresponsive attitude of Parliament

drove the working class at times to direct action,

"We've nothing to eat and nothing to do"

The next exemple of direct action against new machinery was the

"Power-loom Riot" in Lancashire in 1826. The trouble began on April l8th

in Accrinton, with the stoning of some manufacturers and the breaking of

windows at Sykes's power-loom factory. Large-scale attacks on power-loom

mills in the whole area then developed; and continued for a fortnight.

The first warning of trouble was an assembly of some thousands of

handloom weavers on a hill at Henfield, not far from Blackburn. People

who saw them march into Blackburn said; "They came in good order and

quietly into tha town; about 500 were armed with pikes, several with

fire-arms (and these were called captains); some with large hammers, and

the remainder with various weapons."

During the whole campaign, which was executed in a disciplined fashion,

it was estimated that 20?000 men and youths, with some women, were marching

from place to place, dividing up at times to deal Kith several mills at

once. They would demand admittance, then storm the doors and make for the

weaving 3hop. Only power-loorns were destroyed5 spinning machines (no

longer a threat, since hand-spinning had already died out) were left alone.

Sometimes cloth woven on power-looms was also destroyed. But nothing was

stolen,- on one occasion a man seen removing a strap from the gear was

firmly told by his "captain" to put it back, "for we havo not come here

to plunder."

After the first shock of surprise, tlsa magistrates and manufacturers

took action. Urgent messages set troops of cavalry in motion, fetched

from this place to that place, and then on to somewhere else; sometimes

actually meeting and passing through enormous crowds of weavers en route.

With Poterloo in their minds, tho people stoned tho soldiers when they

tried to prevent entry into tho mills. Only rarely were the soldiers

able to save the power-looms from destruction, for with a planlessnoss

that may not have been altogether unintentional, they usually arrived just

too late, and the weavers would escape through windows on the far side of

the building.

However, this was not just a "phoney war". The soldiers did shoot

on several occasions, and at Chaddorton seven people wore killed, including

a woman who "bled to death", and a large number of people were wounded.

The magistrates, more enthusiastic than the soldiers, arrested many weavers,

' and in the Assizes that followed ten were sentenced to death, but sentence

was commuted to transportation for life.
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O n e m a g i s t r a t e , m o r e k i n d l y than t h e r e s t , tried t o r e m o n s t r a t e

w i t h the m e n on their w a y to C h a d d e r t o n . The g e n t l e m e n of the c o u n t y

h a d m a t , he s a i d , a n d "we are g o i n g to send people round to inquire into

your s i t u a t i o n s , to inspect your h a b i t a t i o n s , and to see w h a t y o u stand

in need o f " . T h e m e n a n s w e r e d : "We are s t a r v i n g n o w , and our c h i l d r e n

are f a m i s h i n g at h o m o . We have n o t h i n g to e a t and n o t h i n g to d o .

S p e a k i n g w i l l f i l l no b e l l i e s . We w i l l b r e a k looms w h a t e v e r may be the

c o n s e q u e n c e s , and if one half of us are s h o t , the other half will b r e a k

the l o o m s . A w a y ! A w a y , lads!" and d o w n the hill they r u s h e d to the m i l l .

The r e v o l t s p r e a d to M a n c h e s t e r , w h o r e m e e t i n g s of 1 5 , 0 0 0 or more

in S t . G e o r g e ' s F i e l d s a r g u e d about the b e s t course of a c t i o n . A c e r t a i n

J o n a t h a n H o d g k i n s , a j o u r n e y m a n s p i n n e r , w h o advised y e t another p e t i t i o n

to P a r l i a m e n t , was h e c k l e d w i t h c r i e s of "We've p e t i t i o n e d long e n o u g h " ,

and one m a n c a l l e d out " W i l l y o u let me eat at your table till the a n s w e r

c o m e s ? " A m a j o r i t y d e c i d e d f o r direct a c t i o n a g a i n s t the p o w e r - l o o m s ,

a n d s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s w e r e a t t a c k e d and one set on f i r e . Then the m o v e -

- m e n t seems to have got out of h a n d . I n d i v i d u a l w e a v e r s went r o u n d to

shops d e m a n d i n g m o n e y or foods and n u m b e r s of c o m m o n t h i e v e s and c r i m i n a l

e l e m e n t s s t a r t e d l o o t i n g and r o b b i n g , so that for s e v e r a l days the c i t y

w a s in a state of c h a o s . But e y e - w i t n e s s e s d i s t i n g u i s h e d s h a r p l y

b e t w e e n the o r i g i n a l a c t i o n of the w e a v e r s and this later d e v e l o p m e n t .

R e s u l t s of the " P o w e r - l o o m R i o t "

M e a n w h i l e t h e c a m p a i g n i n the cotton t o w n s , h a v i n g achieved its

i m m e d i a t e o b j e c t , was p e t e r i n g o u t . B u t b e f o r e l o o k i n g at the r e s u l t s

of the c a m p a i g n , the c i r c u m s t a n c e s s h o u l d be noted.

1 8 2 6 w a s a y e a r of depression, p a r t i c u l a r l y in the cotton t r a d e .

H a n d l o o m w e a v e r s wore a l r e a d y d r i v e n v e r y low, p a r t l y b y the direct

c o m p e t i t i o n o f f a c t o r y p o w e r - l o o m s , and p a r t l y because their n u m b e r s

w e r e i n f l a t e d b y i m m i g r a t i o n from the c o u n t r y s i d e and from I r e l a n d .

There w a s a largo p o o l of u n e m p l o y e d w e a v e r s , and those still at w o r k

w e r e p a i d v e r y l o w w a g e s . The slump o f 1826 m e a n t that f a c t o r y o w n e r s ,

t o k e e p t h e i r m a c h i n e s r u n n i n g , e m p l o y e d still f e w e r h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s .

B e f o r e the d e s t r u c t i o n of the p o w e r - l o o m s b e g a n , B l a c k b u r n was

k n o w n t o b o c o m p l e t e l y d e s t i t u t e . O n A p r i l 5 t h the V i c a r h a d a p p e a l e d

in the l o c a l p a p e r on b e h a l f of "the a f f l i c t e d p o o r at this t i m e of

u n p a r a l l e l e d d i s t r e s s " . The H o m e O f f i c e had b e e n informed o n A p r i l 1 8 t h

that 1 4 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e , out of a p o p u l a t i o n of 2 6 , 0 0 0 , were only k e p t from

a c t u a l s t a r v a t i o n b y the charity o f o t h e r s . F o o d p r i c e s w e r e r i s i n g

h o w e v e r . On A p r i l 1 3 t h a H r . W h i t m o r e m o v e d in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s

for a " r e v i s i o n of t h e C o r n L a w s " , T h i s m o t i o n w a s defeated by 215

v o t e s to 8 1 . So 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 q u a r t e r s of imported w h e a t c o n t i n u e d to lie

i n b o n d e d w a r e h o u s e s , w h i l e the p e o p l e starved.

I n these c i r c u m s t a n c e s , the c a m p a i g n against the p o w e r - l o o m s takes

on the c h a r a c t e r of an u n e m p l o y e d d e m o n s t r a t i o n b a c k e d by f o r c e . It w a s

in fact s o o n in somewhat this light at the time. The " T i m e s " on A p r i l 2 2 n d

c a l l e d the riots "one of the most u s u a l and f e a r f u l c o n s e q u e n c e s of f a m i n e " ,

a n d w h i l e i n s i s t i n g that " P r o p e r t y m u s t bo p r o t e c t e d " , the " T i m e s " c o n -

- t i n u e d to comment on the day-to-day e v e n t s w i t h some sympathy.
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I t n o t e d w i t h a p p r o v a l t h a t " a p a r t o f t h e m a s t e r m a n u f a c t u r e r s have

e n t e r e d i n t o r e s o l u t i o n s to p a y h i g h e r w a g e s " . It c r i t i c i s e d the

G o v e r n m e n t :

" W h a t h a s G o v e r n m e n t d o n e ? T h e y h a v e s e n t s o l d i e r s t o quell

the r i o t . H a v e t h e y sent n o t h i n g e l s e ? I t i s h a r d t o give m e n

w h o a s k f o r b r o a d , b u l l e t s and b a y o n e t s , a n d o n l y b a y o n e t s a n d b u l l e t s . "

B e i n g a n O p p o s i t i o n p a p e r , the " T i m e s " w a s p l e a s e d t o r e p o r t that

"the c i r c u m s t a n c e - w h i c h a p p e a r s t o h a v e d r i v e n the p o o r w e a v e r s a t l e n g t h

to d e s p e r a t i o n is the e x t i n c t i o n of a l l hope of an a l t e r a t i o n in the C o r n

L a w s . W e h a v e b e e n i n f o r m e d b y s e v e r a l m a n u f a c t u r e r s t h a t t h e y h a v e

h e a r d a n u m b e r of t h e i r w e a v e r s say they h a v e b e e n w a i t i n g to see w h a t

w o u l d b o d o n e a s r e g a r d s the c o r n l a w s . . * . . " W h e n , a f t e r a f o r t n i g h t

o f p o w e r - l o o m d e s t r u c t i o n , the G o v e r n m e n t r e v e r s e d i t s o w n d e c i s i o n a n d

r e l e a s e d some o f the b o n d e d c o r n , the " T i m e s " c o m m e n t e d }

" T h i s i s the f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n o f f e a r , o r o f f o o l i n g , o n

a c c o u n t o f t h e d i s t r e s s e s w h i c h h a v e d r i v e n t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s "

(in t h i s c o n t e x t the w o r d m e a n s h a n d - w e a v e r s ) " i n t o t h e i r p r e s e n t

u n h a p p y s t a t e o f r i o t . "

S y m p a t h y f o r the " d i s t r e s s e d p o o r " o f the m a n u f a c t u r i n g d i s t r i c t s

w a s v e r y g e n e r a l . T h e C i t y o f L o n d o n , a t a m e e t i n g p r e s i d e d o v e r b y

the L o r d M a y o r and a d d r e s s e d by the H o m e S e c r e t a r y and- the A r c h b i s h o p

o f C a n t e r b u r y , r a i s e d £ 1 2 , 0 0 0 f o r " r e l i e f t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s n o w

s u f f e r i n g d i s t r e s s t h r o u g h w a n t o f e m p l o y m e n t " . I n L i v e r p o o l a T o w n ' s

M e e t i n g w a s r e q u i s i t i o n e d t o r a i s e m o n e y for the u n e m p l o y e d w e a v e r s o f

L a n c a s h i r e . A t Y e o v i l i n S o m e r s e t , t h e n a w o o l - w e a v i n g t o w n , m o n e y w a s

c o l l e c t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the w e a v e r s of B l a c k b u r n (the c e n t r e of the

r i o t s ) . I t s e e m s , t h e n , that f a r f r o m b e i n g a f a i l u r e , the c a m p a i g n

o f d i r e c t a c t i o n d i d d r a w a t t e n t i o n t o t h e n e e d s o f the u n e m p l o y e d w e a v e r s .

S y m p a t h y w a s s h o w n i n o t h e r w a y s too. A s h i n t e d a b o v e , the s o l d i e r s

c a l l e d o u t to p r o t e c t the p o w e r - l o o n s and b r e a k up the c r o w d s s h o w e d no

k e e n n e s s f o r the j o b . M o s t r e p o r t e r s n o t i c e d t h a t the c a v a l r y o n l y

s t r u c k w i t h the s i d e s o f t h e i r s w o r d s that the s o l d i e r s t o o k " e v e r y

o p p o r t u n i t y o f e x p o s t u l a t i n g w i t h the m o b " , a n d that they r e f r a i n e d f r o m

s h o o t i n g e v e n w h e n s t o n e d , or s h o t o v e r the h e a d s of the c r o w d . At

C h a d d e r t o n , w h e r e t h e f i g h t i n g w a s m o s t s e r i o u s a n d the s e v e n d e a t h s

o c c u r r e d , t h e m i l l - o w n e r , M r . A i t k i n , t r i e d t o stop the s o l d i e r s , w h i l e

his w i f e h a d h y s t e r i c s , and b o t h o f t h e m " h a v e s i n c e s a i d that t h e y w o u l d

r a t h e r h a v e h a d t h e i r p r o p e r t y d e s t r o y e d t h a n t h a t the life o f o n e h u m a n

b e i n g s h o u l d h a v e b e e n s a c r i f i c e d , " I n other w o r d s , while n o d o u b t t h e

r e a l r u l i n g c l a s s w e r e m o r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h i m p o s i n g the u s u a l "Law a n d

O r d e r " , t h e w e a v e r s d i d s u c c e e d i n w i n n i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t o f

p u b l i c s y m p a t h y .

T h e s e t h i n g s s h o u l d be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t in a s s e s s i n g the, e f f e c t of

t h e " P o w e r - l o o m R i o t " o f 1 8 2 6 . T h e h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s h a d l i t t l e choice

a s t o m e t h o d . T h e y h a d n e v e r h a d r e g u l a r t r a d e u n i o n s , and the n o w t r a d e

u n i o n i s m t h a t w a s n o w g r o w i n g u p i n L a n c a s h i r e w a s a m o n g s t the f a c t o r y

w o r k e r s . I n a n y c a s e , w i t h m o s t o f the h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s o u t o f w o r k , t h e

p r o b l e m w a s r e a l l y one o f o r g a n i s i n g t h e u n e m p l o y e d . T h a t s u c h a d e g r e e

o f s o l i d a r i t y w a s a c h i e v e d i n 1 8 2 6 i s s o m e t h i n g w o r t h y o f r e s p e c t .

e
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As f o r the actual o b j e c t of t h e c a m p a i g n , it w a s said that not a

single p o w e r - l o o m r e m a i n e d in B l a c k b u r n or for six m i l e s around. Total

damage w a s e s t i m a t e d at a t h o u s a n d l o o m s , v a l u e d at £ 3 0 , 0 0 0 . T h i s is a

r e m i n d e r t h a t the p o w e r - l o o m , a l t h o u g h invented m a n y y e a r s b e f o r e , w a s

only just b e g i n n i n g to take a hold on the industry. The d e s t r u c t i o n

a l l o w e d a. b r e a t h i n g space f o r the h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s in the d e p t h s of a

s l u m p . It s l o w e d down m e c h a n i s a t i o n f o r a short w h i l e , for apart f r o m

the e x p e n s e of r e p l a c e m e n t the m i l l - o w n e r s p r o c e e d e d w i t h a little c a u t i o n .

The c a m p a i g n also b r o u g h t to the fore the d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t

u n r e s t r i c t e d m e c h a n i s a t i o n . Just a s t h e c a m p a i g n w a s s u b s i d i n g t h e

" B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e " w r o t e :

" M a c h i n e r y m a y be e x t e n d e d too f a r . A n d we think it i n c u m b e n t

on G o v e r n m e n t to lay a h e a v y tax u p o n it. It c o n s u m e s n e i t h e r food

nor c l o t h i n g ? but the s h o p k e e p e r s , p u b l i c a n s and others in the

m a n u f a c t u r i n g d i s t r i c t s o b t a i n the g r e a t e r p a r t of their l i v e l i h o o d

by the m o n e y w h i c h the w o r k i n g p e o p l e lay out with, them f r o m their w a g e s . "

C r i t i c i s m s o f " u n n e c e s s a r y m a c h i n e r y "

T h e p r o p o s a l t o t a x t h e n e w m a c h i n e r y w a s p o p u l a r w i t h m a n y m a n u -

- f a c t u r e r s w h o c o u l d not a f f o r d m e c h a n i s a t i o n or saw no n e e d f o r it.

The n e w m a c h i n e r y w a s also o p p o s e d b y r a t e p a y e r s i n g e n e r a l , w h o bore

the b u r d e n of P o o r R e l i e f n e c e s s i t a t e d by the d i s p l a c e m e n t of h a n d l o o m

w e a v i n g . The s o c i a l u p h e a v a l c a u s e d b y t h i s d i s p l a c e m e n t , w i t h i t s

p o s s i b l e dangers f o r e s t a b l i s h e d a u t h o r i t y , w a s also in the m i n d s of s o m e .

T h o s e three t r e n d s dame together at a m e e t i n g held in R o s s e n d a l e ,

t h e n s t i l l a w o o l l e n d i s t r i c t , in N o v e m b e r 1 8 2 2 , w h e n the " m e r c h a n t s a n d

w o o l l e n m a n u f a c t u r e r s " c o n d e m n e d the a p p l i c a t i o n o f steam o r water p o w e r

to w e a v i n g as " u n n e c e s s a r y as it is u n c a l l e d f o r . " They deplored the

" e v i l c o n s e q u e n c e s " to the n u m e r o u s h a n d - w o r k i n g p o p u l a t i o n , if m a c h i n e r y

w e r e not r e s t r i c t e d . They v i e w e d w i t h " p a i n f u l a p p r e h e n s i o n " the increase

of " u n n e c e s s a r y m a c h i n e r y (which is c a l c u l a t e d to rob the p o o r of t h e i r

d o m e s t i c e m p l o y m e n t , a n d t h e r e b y endanger the p e a c e o f the c o u n t r y ) " .

T h e y s t r o n g l y r e c o m m e n d e d l e g i s l a t i o n "for t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f m a n u a l l a b o u r " ,

and t h o u g h t that the best m e t h o d w o u l d b e "an assessment u p o n power l o o m s

f o r t h e r e l i e f of t h e p o o r " , the assessment to be laid by the V e s t r y u p o n

the " e x t r a p r o f i t d e r i v e d " by the use of p o w e r .

The r e s o l u t i o n s p a s s e d at this m e e t i n g were later p u b l i s h e d in a

p a m p h l e t , the w r i t e r of w h i c h (probably the c h a i r m a n of the m e e t i n g )

e n l a r g e s on some of the a r g u m e n t s . N a i v e l y telling us that he h i m s e l f

i s far f r o m h a v i n g " r a d i c a l p r i n c i p l e s " , a n d that "domestic e m p l o y m e n t

and g o o d m o r a l s a r e , i n m y o p i n i o n , the b e s t cure for s e d i t i o n and d i s -

- l o y a l t y " , he g o e s on to d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n those " m e c h a n i c a l i m p r o v e -

- m e n t s " w h i c h i n c r e a s e the e m p l o y m e n t of the " l a b o u r i n g p o o r " , and those

w h i c h have the o p p o s i t e e f f e c t . I f p o w e r - l o o m w e a v i n g i s adopted, w h a t

s u b s t i t u t e i s t o b e p r o v i d e d f o r handloom w e a v i n g ? U n t i l t h i s q u e s t i o n

is a n s w e r e d p r a c t i c a l l y , he s a y s , "the p e a c e of the country may be e n d a n g e r e d

and a l a w l e s s r a b b l e w i l l m a k e it a p r e t e x t f o r c o m m i t t i n g all the m i s c h i e f

i n t h e i r p o w e r . " H e then p r o d u c e s a n e c o n o m i c a r g u m e n t :
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" The p e c u n i a r y a d v a n t a g e w h i c h speculative a d v e n t u r e r s m a y

derive f r o m the f i r s t i n t r o d u c t i o n of p o w e r l o o m s w i l l be but temporary;

and i t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y r e c o i l u p o n t h e m s e l v e s , b y o v e r s t o c k i n g every

markets p r o d u c i n g r u i n o u s c o m p e t i t i o n , end u l t i m a t e l y that want of

e m p l o y m e n t w h i c h w a s so seriously experienced throughout the m a n u f a c -

t u r i n g d i s t r i c t s not three y e a r s ago."

" S t a r v a t i o n i s her o f f s p r i n g "

This f e a r of a glut on the m a r k e t - p l e n t y in the midst of p o v e r t y -

a p p e a r s in o t h e r p a m p h l e t s . In 1832 G.C.Burrows w r o t e "A W o r d to the

E l e c t o r s " (of N o r w i c h ) "on the U n r e s t r i c t e d Use of M o d e r n M a c h i n e r y " , in

w h i c h h e a s k e d

" H o w is it that s t a r v a t i o n s t a l k s among us w h i l e p l e n t y stares

us in the f a c e ? . . . . . M a c h i n e r y is the h y d r a of t h e p r e s e n t day,

s t a r v a t i o n is her o f f s p r i n g , and as long as the land is c u r s e d w i t h

u n r e s t r i c t e d machinery., m a c h i n e r y v y i n g w i t h i t s e l f , the i n h a b i t a n t s

of the w h o l e e a r t h c a n n o t consume the p r o d u c e . E v e r y m a r k e t m u s t be

g l u t t e d , the i n d u s t r y of the h u m a n race be of no avail "

H e p o i n t s out that " n a t i o n s c o m p e t e w i t h n a t i o n s , m a c h i n e r y w i t h

m a c h i n e r y ; to get t h i s g o l d , m a n k i n d are slaves to t h i n g s i n a n i m a t e . . . .

their s u s t e n a n c e , to m a k e cheap g o o d s to meet t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n , r e d u c e d

t o just s t a r v a t i o n ' s p o i n t " . H e b l a m e s M a c h i n e r y for h a v i n g r e d u c e d

w a g e s and c a u s e d u n e m p l o y m e n t , and h e w a r n s that h u m a n s u b s i s t e n c e can

b e driven v e r y low i n d e e d . Already i n Scotland " c a b b a g e s a n d b a r l e y

form the p r i n c i p a l article of diet? in the N o r t h of E n g l a n d , r y e , oats

a n d v e g e t a b l e s , in I r e l a n d , p o t a t o e s ; to the same fare the p e o p l e here

( N o r w i c h ) are fast a p p r o a c h i n g . "

H o w e v e r , h i s g l o o m y p i c t u r e is r e l i e v e d by a v i s i o n of an a l t e r n a t i v e }

" S o c i e t i e s of m e n c a n form c o m m u n i t i e s of c o m m o n stock, have all

t h i n g s in c o m m o n , and use m a c h i n e r y , no one a g g r i e v e d , a l l e q u a l l y

r e c e i v i n g the b e n e f i t of its use - all e q u a l l y e n j o y i n g the leisure

by it p r o d u c e d - a l l w i l l find time to c u l t i v a t e the a r t s , t h e s c i e n c e s ,

p h i l a n t h r o p y , p h i l o s o p h y . . . . ."

R u i n of a r u r a l i n d u s t r y

So f a r it m i g h t seem that the r a t e p s y e r s , n o n - m o c h a n i s e d e m p l o y e r s ,

and mere o n - l o o k e r s w a r e more v o c a l t h a n the d i s t r e s s e d h a n d l o o m weaver

h i m s e l f , w h o w a s more l i k e l y to take to direct a c t i o n than to r e a s o n e d

a r g u m e n t . B u t this i m p r e s s i o n is m a i n l y due to the f a c t that the middle

c l a s s e s h a d e a s i e r a c c e s s to the p r i n t i n g p r e s s . D i s c u s s i o n s of w o r k i n g

m e n i n t h i s p e r i o d w e r e not normally recorded.

Wo get a little nearer to their point of view when they themselves

are associated with other sections in their protests. In 1827, for

example, the "manufacturers, workmen and others" of Frome, a centre of

woollen weaving in Somerset, sent petitions to King and Parliament on the

distress caused' by new machinery in their trade. They begged for the

prohibition of

"gigss shearing frames, and the whole mechanical apparatus for

dressing of cloth, power and single handed spring broad looms, and
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a n e w l y i n v e n t e d m a c h i n e called the m u l e . . . . b e c a u s e they are of no

r e a l a d v a n t a g e , e i t h e r to the m a n u f a c t u r e r s or the p u r c h a s e r s of

w o o l l e n c l o t h , w h i l e they operate m o s t f a t a l l y on the l a b o u r i n g

c l a s s e s , a n d have a l r e a d y d e p r i v e d u p w a r d s o f sixty thousand honest

and i n d u s t r i o u s m e n and their f a m i l i e s of t h e i r customary employment."

In a p a m p h l e t they make a c l o v e r appeal to m a n y i n t e r e s t s . Smaller

m a n u f a c t u r e r s f i n d the m a r k e t g l u t t e d by the m a c h i n e - m a d e g o o d s a n d have

to sell at a l o s s . C r a f t s m e n like d y e r s , c a r p e n t e r s a n d s m i t h s , are p u t

out of their trade because the "great m a n u f a c t u r e r " e m p l o y s his o w n

f i n i s h e r s and m a i n t e n a n c e m e n . S h o p k e e p e r s lose by the general d e p r e s s i o n .

F a r m e r s and l a n d o w n e r s are hit by the h e a v y P o o r S a t e . At last we come

to the " m i n o r and s u b o r d i n a t e c l a s s e s of the p e o p l e " , o t h e r w i s e k n o w n as

"the l a b o u r i n g p o o r " . T h i s p a m p h l e t , for its o w n p o l e m i c a l p u r p o s e s ,

gives a s o m e w h a t i d e a l i s e d p i c t u r e of a P a s t that has b e e n d e s t r o y e d by

M a c h i n e r y , a P a s t in w h i c h e v e r y w e a v e r "had b o i l e d or r o a s t meat a l m o s t

e v e r y d a y , a f i r k i n or two of fat ale in the p a n t r y , a n d a b r a w n y qrunter

g r u n t e r in the sty" - a state of p r o s p e r i t y , one s h o u l d add, that w a s

o n l y a t t a i n e d b e c a u s " e v e r y m a n , w o m a n and child i n the w o o l l e n trade

h a d their h a n d s f u l l o f e m p l o y m e n t " .

But n o w , s a y s this p a m p h l e t , not only are the w e a v e r s , their f a m i l i e s

and j o u r n e y m e n , out of w o r k ; but b e c a u s e of t h i s they are not able to pay

the rents of their h o u s e s w i t h w e a v i n g shop attached. P o u r h u n d r e d of

these h o u s e s lie e m p t y , w h i l e in o t h e r s two or m o r e f a m i l i e s of w e a v e r s

have c r o w d e d together in their p o v e r t y . In an o u t b u r s t that r i n g s true,

the w r i t e r of t h i s p a m p h l e t a t t a c k s the school of thought that p r e a c h e s

the "march of the i n t e l l e c t " ;

" W i t h the h a g g a r d and w o - b e g o n e skeletons of our once h a p p y

n e i g h b o u r s every w h e r e a r o u n d u s , t h i s h e a r t l e s s and i n h u m a n cant

about 'the m a r c h of i n t e l l e c t and m e c h a n i c a l i n g e n u i t y ' is as

d i s g u s t i n g as it is w i c k e d . "

T h e y h o p e d to f i n d f r i e n d s

It b e c o m e s o b v i o u s t h a t o p p o s i t i o n to the n e w m a c h i n e r y w a s based

on the o b s e r v e d r e s u l t s of C a p i t a l i s m : u n e m p l o y m e n t and u n d e r - e m p l o y m e n t ,

the ruin of the home m a r k e t in the i n t e r e s t s of P r o f i t , the s q u e e z i n g

out of s m a l l c a p i t a l i s t s by their b i g b r o t h e r s . F o r lack of e c o n o m i c

a n d p o l i t i c a l theory, the b l a m e w a s laid on m a c h i n e r y as such - o r , more

a c c u r a t e l y , on the " u n r e s t r i c t e d u s e " of m a c h i n e r y .

Y e t t e c h n i c a l p r o g r e s s itself was a c c e p t e d , p r o v i d e d it was adapted

f o r use by the hand w o r k e r s t h e m s e l v e s (e.g. the f l y i n g shuttle on the

l o o m ) , or that the d i s l o c a t i o n c a u s e d by it was t e m p o r a r y and s o o n o v e r -

- c o m e (e.g. t h e spinning i n v e n t i o n s w h i c h increased total p r o d u c t i o n of

c l o t h and p r o v i d e d m o r e e m p l o y m e n t in the towns - t h o u g h , it is t r u e ,

at the expense of the r u r a l i n d u s t r y )

The p o w e r - l o o m w a s in a different c a t e g o r y b e c a u s e it not only

c o m p e t e d W i t h the h a n d l o o m w e a v e r but m a d e h i s p r o d u c t u n e c o n o m i c .

H o w e v e r m a n y m o r e h o u r s the w e a v e r a n d h i s family t o i l e d , they still

c o u l d not c o m p e t e w i t h two looms r u n by p o w e r and w a t c h e d over by a mere girl,
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Y e t the h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s s t i l l hoped f o r some m e c h a n i c a l i n v e n t i o n

that w o u l d put them on equal t e r m s w i t h the p o w e r - l o o m , as the f o l l o w i n g

s t o r y s h o w s . S o m e w h e r e about 1828 J o h n H a r v e y Sadler, an inventor and

e n g i n e e r , came f r o m L o n d o n to M a n c h e s t e r to demonstrate h i s p o w e r - l o o m s

on w h i c h ho had. p a t e n t e d c e r t a i n i m p r o v e m e n t s . But the f a c t o r y he w a s

v i s i t i n g h a d no s t e a m - e n g i n e y e t , so he f i x e d the l o o m s t e m p o r a r i l y to

w o r k by hand. A r u m o u r quickly went r o u n d the m i l l , and v e r y soon round

the w h o l e city, that he had i n v e n t e d a p a i r of looms that c o u l d be w o r k e d

by one m a n . A d e p u t a t i o n of h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s came to see the n o w l o o m s .

"But never shall I f o r g e t h o w their c o u n t e n a n c e f e l l at the

f i r s t sight of them; they s a w they w e r e steam l o o m s , a n d they f o u n d

n e w e n e m i e s w h e r e t h e y h a d h o p e d t o f i n d f r i e n d s . The deputation

r e m a i n e d w i t h me nearly three h o u r s , d u r i n g w h i c h I h e a r d a full

r e c i t a l o f a l l t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s , . . . . "

P r o m that m o m e n t Sadler "became "p d e c i d e d adversary to power w e a v i n g "

and he p r o m i s e d the w e a v e r s that ho would try "to c o n t r i v e m a c h i n e r y to

give them all those a d v a n t a g e s they so m u c h n e e d e d . "

The d e p u t a t i o n told S a d l e r of a t t e m p t s already m a d e to a d a p t their

l o o m s by " f i x i n g one warp above the other in the same loom, so as to w e a v e

two w e b s in one loom; but it w a s found on trial that a m a n r e q u i r e d to

h a v e d o u b l e s t r e n g t h to w e a v e double w o r k that w a y . " One of the m e n said

that "ho w i t h o t h e r s h a d b o u g h t p o w e r l o o m s , h o p i n g that w i t h the a i d of a

fly W h e e l they s h o u l d be able to c o n t e n d a g a i n s t their m a s t e r s w i t h their

o w n w e a p o n s ; b u t the a c t i o n of t u r n i n g a f l y w h e e l w i t h o n l y two l o o m s

a t t a c h e d w a s f o u n d too l a b o r i o u s for any one m a n to stick to the w h o l e day

t h r o u g h , and so that attempt f a i l e d , as i n d e e d did many o t h e r s w h i c h at

that time w e r e t h o u g h t of and t r i e d . "

"All this grand machinery"

Sadler kept his word. In 1830, after "many a sleepless night", he

patented a pair of looms, that could be worked by one man by means of a

pendulum mechanism. A weaver who had tried it wrote in the "Star" news-

-paper that it required only a knack which could be easily learned; he

was confident that now the handloom weaver would bo able to compete with

steam-power. (The only advantage at that time of steam-power in the

factories was that a girl could watch two looms; the looms themselves did

not, it seems, operate more quickly than the handlooms.)

Sadler next demonstrated the looms in Huddersfield, where they caused

a great stir amongst the handloom weavers, who foresaw the extension of

power-weaving into the woollen trade. They were sure that Sadler would

be induced to soil his looms to the factory-owners. To relievo their minds

Sadler called a delegate meeting of woollen workers in the West Riding,

(Amongst others on the platform was Richard Oastler, champion of the fac-

-tory children.)

Here Sadler pledged his support for the handloom weavers in their

struggle against machine-made cloth. With his looms, he believed (with

the inventor's usual optimism) that "every hand weaver's cottage in England"

could have an income of 12/- per week. He intended also "to bring back to
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c o t t a g e l a b o u r " e v e r y t h i n g connected w i t h spinning, and he hold up a

m o d e l spinning m a c h i n e w o r k e d by "a r o t a r y m o t i o n p r o d u c e d by the b a c k -

- w a r d and f o r w a r d stroke of a p e n d u l u m " . To an e n t h u s i a s t i c a u d i e n c e

he expressed h i s belief that "a fair d i v i s i o n of the b e n e f i t s of all

t h i s grand m a c h i n e r y h i t h e r t o invented f o r , and o p e r a t i n g to, the injury

of m a n (Hear! H e a r ! ) w i l l now, I feel c e r t a i n , be b r o u g h t to bo c o n -

- d u c i v e to his w a n t s . " ( C h e e r s ) .

He b e l i e v e d , he said, that he h a d s h o w n "the m e n of ingenuity in

B r i t a i n " that there w a s " a n o t h e r r o a d for thorn to e x e r c i s e their

a b i l i t i e s on The old r o a d leads to the p e o p l e ' s d e s t r u c t i o n , but

the n e w one to their c o m f o r t and h a p p i n e s s . . . . " He h o p e d to live to

see "every w e a v e r and every spinner in the kingdom, and all o t h e r s

c o n n e c t e d w i t h them, h a p p i l y e m p l o y e d i n their c o t t a g e s , w i t h their

f a m i l i e s a r o u n d them i n c o m f o r t and p e a c e . "

T h i s , t h e n , was the i d e a l in the m i n d s of the hand w o r k e r s of the

early 1 9 t h c e n t u r y - an i d e a l t h a t , at the t h e o r e t i c a l l e v e l , c a n be

c l a s s e d a s b a c k w a r d - l o o k i n g , U t o p i a n , and f u n d a m e n t a l l y a n t i - s o c i a l i s t .

B u t if wo a p p r o a c h it f r o m the e a r l i e r p e r i o d , w i t h o u t our own acquired

k n o w l e d g e o f later d e v e l o p m e n t s , w e c a n sympathise w i t h the a s p i r a t i o n s

of these h a r d - p r e s s e d h u m a n b e i n g s , f o r w h o m the sun of S o c i a l i s m based

on m e c h a n i s e d i n d u s t r y had not yet r i s e n . Clearly, the h a n d w o r k e r s h a d

no h a t r e d of m a c h i n e r y and i n v e n t i o n s if only they could bo h a r n e s s e d to

the simple n e e d s of the w o r k i n g p e o p l e .

(The end of this story is p a t h e t i c . The p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n h a n d l o o m

w e a v e r s c o u l d not a f f o r d to b u y n o w l o o m s . Sadler t r i e d to f l o a t a

c o m p a n y w i t h a c a p i t a l of £ 2 8 2 , 3 5 0 to supply one m i l l i o n looms at 1/6

p e r w e e k r e n t . But w h o c o u l d bo e x p e c t e d to invest m o n e y in an i n v e n -

t i o n that c o u l d bo o u t d a t e d by the simple expedient of i m p r o v i n g the

p o w e r - l o o m s t h e m s e l v e s ? )

The a r g u m e n t o f " f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n "

T h e r e w a s an ugly side to M r . S a d l e r ' s abortive i n v e n t i o n . At the

time w h e n w e a v e r s w o r e still optimistic about it (i.e. in 1 8 3 1 ) T h o m a s

W o r s l e y of S t o c k p o r t wrote a t e s t i m o n i a l for Sedler w h i c h included the

f o l l o w i n g p a s s a g e :

"The S a x o n w e a v e r s . .... will find t h e m s e l v e s e c l i p s e d . F r a n c e . . . .

W i l l be an i m p o r t i n g c o u n t r y . The e x t e n s i v e m a n u f a c t u r e s at S y r i a ,

A r m e n i a , and P e r s i a , and e v e n the Chinese w i l l be e q u a l l y p a r a l i z e d ,

as arc the c a l i c o w e a v e r s now in H i n d o s t a n ; and the P a c h a of E g y p t ,

w i t h his p o w e r - l o o m s ; w i l l have the w o r l d to b e g i n a g a i n . "

I n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n u n d e r C a p i t a l i s m , w h e t h e r by p o w e r or by h a n d ,

w o u l d be at the e x p e n s e of o t h e r p e o p l e s of the w o r l d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y

of the d e f e n c e l e s s c o l o n i a l p e o p l e . At the v e r y time w h e n T h o m a s

W o r s l e y w a s g l o a t i n g over t h i s p r o s p e c t , the "calico w e a v e r s of H i n d o s t a n "

w e r e d y i n g o f s t a r v a t i o n . I n 1834/5 t h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l o f I n d i a

r e p o r t e d : "The m i s e r y h a r d l y f i n d s a p a r a l l e l in the h i s t o r y of c o m m e r c e .

The b o n e s of the c o t t o n w e a v e r s are b l e a c h i n g the p l a i n s of I n d i a . "

( q u o t e d b y M a r x , " C a p i t a l " v o l . I , chap. 1 3 . )
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W o r s l e y w a s p e r h a p s a n u n i m a g i n a t i v e man, e a s i l y i m p r e s s e d b y

n a t i o n a l i s t i c a r g u m e n t s . But h i s a t t i t u d e w a s n o t typical o f the

h a n d w o r k e r s of the p e r i o d . It is to the credit of the v i c t i m s of

" u n r e s t r i c t e d m a c h i n e r y " that- in spite of i n c e s s a n t p r o p a g a n d a from the

c a p i t a l i s t s , they r e f u s e d to s e e f o r e i g n w o r k e r s as their enemy. A g a i n s t

the a r g u m e n t that m a c h i n e r y must b e i n t r o d u c e d i n t o B r i t i s h i n d u s t r y i n

o r d e r to do the f o r e i g n e r s d o w n , t h e y p u t the i d e a l of a f u l l y d e v e l o p e d

homo m a r k e t b a s e d on the w e l l - b e i n g of the w o r k e r s t h e m s e l v e s . Continually

they gave the w a r n i n g that the u n c o n t r o l l e d i n t r o d u c t i o n of m a c h i n e r y at

the expense of the h a n d w o r k e r s w a s simply r u i n i n g the h o m e m a r k e t . An

a n o n y m o u s p a m p h l e t p u b l i s h e d i n Y o r k i n 1826 a n s w e r s the c r i t i c i s m "What.!

W o u l d y o u stop the p r o g r e s s of s c i e n c e and let f o r e i g n e r s have the a d v a n -

t a g e o f u s ? " b y sayings

"I c a l l it a m e a g r e sort of s c i e n c e , or at any rate a g r o s s

m i s a p p l i c a t i o n of s c i e n c e , if it is to be d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s the

s t a r v a t i o n of a d e s e r v i n g and o n c e - f l o u r i s h i n g p o p u l a t i o n . . . . . "

(and as to the a d v a n t a g e to be g a i n e d by f o r e i g n e r s ) "The a d v a n t a g e

w o u l d n o t b e g a i n e d o v e r u s , i t w o u l d b e g a i n e d over the m e r c e n a r y

v i e w s of a few c a p i t a l i s t s . "

T h i s s h r e w d d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n " u s " a n d " a f e w c a p i t a l i s t s " seems

to be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 1 8 2 0 ' s . The p a m p h l e t p u b l i s h e d in 1 8 2 7 on

b e h a l f of the " m a n u f a c t u r e r s , w o r k m e n a n d o t h e r s " of F r o m e (referred to

a b o v e ) d r a w s a clear l i n e b e t w e e n t h e m s e l v e s and "our great m a n u f a c t u r e r s "

w h o alone c o u l d a f f o r d to install n e w m a c h i n e r y in n e w f a c t o r i e s . A p a m p h -

-let of 1 8 2 5 c a l l e d " M a n u a l Labour v e r s u s B r a s s and I r o n " , w r i t t e n by a

L a n c a s h i r e w e a v e r a f t e r r e a d i n g a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t o f a " S e l f - a c t i n g M u l e "

a s k s the q u e s t i o n : " W h a t A D V A N T A G E is to be e x p e c t e d f r o m this i n v e n t i o n ? "

a n d a n s w e r s i t b y s a y i n g t h a t "The C a p i t a l i s t s , after h a v i n g a c c u m u l a t e d

p r i n c e l y f o r t u n e s f r o m the u n i t e d i n d u s t r y o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s e s " n o w

hope to be able to dispense w i t h "their l a b o u r a l t o g e t h e r .

T h e " l a b o u r i n g a n i m a l s " c l a i m the r i g h t s of m e n

In 1830 a r g u m e n t s on p a p e r gave way a g a i n to direct action a g a i n s t

m a c h i n e r y . In a m a s s c a m p a i g n b e g i n n i n g in Kent in the early a u t u m n and

s p r e a d i n g t h r o u g h the w h o l e of the s o u t h e r n c o u n t i e s and South M i d l a n d s ,

a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s d e s t r o y e d t h r e s h i n g m a c h i n e s , b u r n t c o r n - s t a c k s ,

a n d f o r c e d f a r m e r s t o r a i s e t h e i r w a g e s .

The bare f a c t s cannot do justice to t h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y episode in

E n g l i s h h i s t o r y , w h e n the d o w n - t r o d d e n v i l l a g e r s of a d o z e n c o u n t i e s ,

w i t h o u t any p r e v i o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n , rose up a n d forced a l i v i n g w a g e out of

the g e n t l e m e n - f a r m e r s . N e i t h e r c a n the m e r e s t a t e m e n t that as a r e s u l t

9 m a n w e r e h a n g e d , 4 5 7 t r a n s p o r t e d to A u s t r a l i a and 4 0 0 i m p r i s o n e d in this

c o u n t r y , c o n v e y m u c h idea of the m a g n i t u d e of the m o v e m e n t . (The story

h a s b e e n w r i t t e n w i t h great s y m p a t h y by the H a m m o n d s in their "Village

L a b o u r e r " , w h e r e they c o m m e n t that "Most of the a g r i c u l t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . . .

h a d m a d e i t s e l f l i a b l e to the d e a t h p e n a l t y , if the a u t h o r i t i e s c a r e d to

d r a w the n o o s e . " )

E v e r y o b s e r v e r seemed a g r e e d about the desperate p o v e r t y of the f a r m -

l a b o u r e r s . W h e n the c a m p a i g n w a s still c o n f i n e d to K e n t , the " T i m e s "

q u o t e d w i t h a p p r o v a l a l o a d i n g article in the "Kent H e r a l d " :
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"The f a c t is that the l a b o u r i n g c l a s s e s have b e e n long b o r n e d o w n ,

(Oppressed in every w a y by their s u p e r i o r s , and by the p o l i t i c a l system

u p h e l d by their s u p e r i o r s . They have boon g r a d u a l l y thrust d o w n a n d

trampled o n , d e s p i s e d , d r i v e n to s t a r v a t i o n , m i s e r y and d e s p a i r "

(and while the f a r m e r h a s become a g e n t l e m a n , so that "an i n s u p e r a b l e

barrier h a s b e e n r a i s e d b e t w e e n the 'parlour' a n d the 'kitchen'",the

labourer h a s become m e r e l y "a l a b o u r i n g animal on the e s t a t e " )

("Times" O c t . 3 0 t h )

A s late a s D e c 6 t h tho " T i m e s " w r o t e : "Let the r i c h b e t a u g h t that

P r o v i d e n c e w i l l not suffer thorn to o p p r e s s their f e l l o w c r e a t u r e s w i t h

i m p u n i t y . " B u t by D e c e m b e r 18th the G o v e r n m e n t h a d already p u t the first

b a t c h of 3 0 0 of i t s f a l l o w c r e a t u r e s on trial at W i n c h e s t e r .

D u r i n g the a u t u m n it h a d b e c o m e o b v i o u s that on the whole the farm

l a b o u r e r s h a d the s y m p a t h y of all c l a s s e s in these c o u n t i e s - e x c e p t for

the most r a b i d b e l i e v e r s in p o v e r t y as the natural state of the p o o r .

L a n d o w n e r s like Lord W i n c h i l s e a spoke f o r thorn in the House of L o r d s ,

w h i l e l o c a l l y the landed c l a s s m o s t l y a c t e d as m e d i a t o r s b e t w e e n the

l a b o u r e r s a n d their e m p l o y e r s , the f a r m e r s . The small f a r m e r s showed

t h e i r o p i n i o n by r e f u s i n g to act as s p e c i a l c o n s t a b l e s to p r e v e n t the

" r i o t s " . E v e n the f a r m e r s w h o were f o r c e d t o s i g n a g r e e m e n t s t o p a y

h i g h e r w a g e s w e r e not u n w i l l i n g t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h the m e n i n i n d u c i n g

t h e v i c a r t o r e d u c e M B t i t h e s . I t w a s also n o t i c e d that i n m a n y c a s e s

t h e f a r m e r s h a d o f f e r e d no r e a l r e s i s t a n c e to h a v i n g their t h r e s h i n g -

m a c h i n e s b r o k e n , a n d i n fact h a d o f t e n p u t them out r e a d y .

T h i s w a s m a i n l y a c a m p a i g n to get w a g e s raised to 2/6 per day (or

2 / - in the p o o r e r c o u n t i e s ) by what c a n only be c a l l e d m a s s d e p u t a t i o n s .

In S u s s e x , p a r t i c u l a r l y , w h o l e v i l l a g e s , i n c l u d i n g the b e t t e r - o f f c r a f t s -

- m e n , t u r n e d out and d e m a n d e d the a t t e n d a n c e of all the f a r m e r s , who were

t h e n a s k e d to s i g n a n e w w a g e s a g r e e m e n t . In some p l a c e s the u n p o p u l a r

O v e r s e o r of the P o o r w a s r u n out of the p a r i s h in a d u n g - c a r t . A l t h o u g h

in some c o u n t i e s m o n e y w a s d e m a n d e d at the farms w h e n t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s

w e r e d e s t r o y e d (the " c h a r g e " w a s n o r m a l l y £2 for t h e i r t r o u b l e ! ) absence

of p e r s o n a l v i o l e n c e w a s a f e a t u r e of the whole c a m p a i g n , the o n l y

c a s u a l t y b e i n g a l a b o u r e r .

I n s o m e p l a c e s t h e r e w a s d e s t r u c t i o n o f other p r o p e r t y . I n W i l t -

-sh i re w h e r e the d o m e s t i c w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y was a d y i n g t r a d e , a w o o l l e n

m i l l c o n t a i n i n g m a c h i n e r y was d a m a g e d , the leader of the attack saying

"he w a s g o i n g to b r e a k the m a c h i n e r y to m a k e more w o r k f o r the p o o r

p e o p l e . " A c l o t h f a c t o r y w a s also d e s t r o y e d . In H a m p s h i r e a f a c t o r y

m a k i n g t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s was d e s t r o y e d , a n d two w o r k h o u s e s w e r e s a c k e d ,

the sick i n m a t e s b e i n g g u a r d e d from harm. I n B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e , p a p e r -

m i l l s a t A y l e s b u r y e m p l o y i n g m a c h i n e r y w e r e attacked b y u n e m p l o y e d m e n .

The r e a s o n f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n of the t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e s w a s - as

in I 8 l 6 - b e c a u s e they took away the m a i n w i n t e r e m p l o y m e n t . The m e n

b e l i e v e d t h a t if all the m a c h i n e s in the area could be got rid o f , no

f a r m e r w o u l d s u f f e r f r o m c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m the quicker m e t h o d , a n d

t h r e s h i n g by f l a i l c o u l d c o n t i n u e ; the f a r m e r s seem o f t e n to have agreed.

So the r e m a r k s of M r . B a r o n V a u g h a n , one of the j u d g e s at the W i n c h e s t e r

t r i a l s , w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y a s i n i n e :
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"The same a r g u m e n t w h i c h j u s t i f i e s or r e c o m m e n d s the d e s t r u c t i o n

of the t h r e s h i n g - m a c h i n e could also apply to the a b a n d o n m e n t of the

use of the f l a i l , t h e s p a d e , the h o e , the a x e . . . . . "

• • • • •
•

T h i s r i d i c u l o u s a s s u m p t i o n that the w o r k i n g p e o p l e w e r e so stupid

as to h a t e m a c h i n e r y as s u c h is f o u n d in p a m p h l e t s of the time. E v e n

C o b b e t t , the c h a m p i o n o f the w o r k i n g p e o p l e , h a d b e e n g u i l t y o f this

m i s t a k e in his "Letter to the L u d d i t e s " of l 8 l 6 - w h i c h e x p l a i n s why the

S o c i e t y f o r the D i f f u s i o n of U s e f u l K n o w l e d g e had his p a m p h l e t r e - p u b l i s h e d

in 1831. T h i s S o c i e t y - w h o s e m a i n job was the d i f f u s i o n of the kind of

k n o w l e d g e that it was u s e f u l (for the ruling c l a s s ) that the w o r k i n g class

should h a v e - also p u b l i s h e d in 1831 a 200-page b o o k l e t e x p l a i n i n g to the

i g n o r a n t w o r k i n g men h o w c i v i l i s a t i o n had g r a d u a l l y been b u i l t up by the

i n v e n t i o n of m o r e and m o r e t o o l s , and how, if they n o w d e s t r o y e d all t o o l s

and m a c h i n e s , the c o u n t r y w o u l d bo r e d u c e d to state of s a v a g e r y ! A n d in

the m e a n t i m e , i f the f o o l i s h m o b c o n t i n u e d t o d e s t r o y m a c h i n e r y , "capital

w o u l d m a k e i t s e l f w i n g s and f l y a w a y t o other c o u n t r i e s , w h e r e m e n still

a c t e d a s r e a s o n a b l e b e i n g s . "

N e w s t r u g g l e s and n o w m e t h o d s

W h y w a s 1 8 3 0 t h e l a s t o c c a s i o n o f m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g o n a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e

s c a l e ? W h y w a s t h e r e no m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g a f t e r 1 8 2 6 in the basic c o t t o n

i n d u s t r y ? The c r u e l s e n t e n c e s i m p o s e d o n t h e f a r m l a b o u r e r s m i g h t help

t o a c c o u n t f o r their a c q u i e s c e n c e i n p o v e r t y a f t e r 1830 (though six m e n

of T o l p u d d l e were not i n t i m i d a t e d ) . But this e x p l a n a t i o n d o e s not hold

g o o d for the i n d u s t r i a l N o r t h . N e i t h e r does the theory that the h a n d -

loom w e a v e r s lost h e a r t , and gave up the struggle for s u r v i v a l , fit the

f a c t s - u n l e s s C h a r t i s m is also, like Luddism, to be d i s m i s s e d as a

m o v e m e n t of despair.'

T h e e v e n t u a l t r i u m p h of m e c h a n i s e d i n d u s t r y , and the a s s i m i l a t i o n

of the h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s into o t h e r j o b s , does not account f o r the t r a n s i -

- t i o n a l p e r i o d of tho l 8 3 O ' s and l 8 4 0 ' s .

The e x p l a n a t i o n m a y be as f o l l o w s : M a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g , w h e t h e r seen

a s p a r t o f a n i n d u s t r i a l s t r u g g l e o r a s a n " u n e m p l o y e d c a m p a i g n " against

the m a c h i n e i t s e l f , w a s m e r e l y one f o r m of the struggle a g a i n s t p o v e r t y .

B u t there were m a n y o t h e r p o s s i b i l i t i e s o p e n i n g out for the w o r k i n g c l a s s

b y the 1 8 3 0 ' s .

In the first p l a c e , trade u n i o n i s m w a s l e g a l i s e d in 1 8 2 4 , a n d quickly

became the n o r m a l m e t h o d of s t r u g g l e of the n o w f a c t o r y w o r k e r s . T h i s

c o u l d not f a i l to i n f l u e n c e the m e t h o d s of the o l d e r type of h a n d w o r k e r s

a l s o , a n d in the 1 8 3 0 ' s wo f i n d C o m m i t t e e s e s t a b l i s h e d in h a n d - w e a v i n g

d i s t r i c t s for the s p e c i f i c p u r p o s e of c a m p a i g n i n g for l e g i s l a t i o n to

r e g u l a t e w a g e s (as in K i l m a r n o c k ) or to p r o t e c t the h a n d l o o m i n d u s t r y

(as in B r a d f o r d ) . ( C o m m i t t e e s r e p r e s e n t i n g h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s w o r e not a

c o m p l e t e l y new t h i n g , f o r they h a d b e e n f o r m e d from time to time before the

p a s s i n g of the C o m b i n a t i o n A c t s to get p e t i t i o n s signed and s e n t to

P a r l i a m e n t , or to n e g o t i a t e w i t h the employers;; in N o r w i c h the Weavers'

C o m m i t t e e w a s a p o w e r e v e n d u r i n g the p e r i o d of i l l e g a l i t y . )
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In the second p l a c e , the m e t h o d of "direct a c t i o n " c o u l d be d i v e r t e d

to o t h e r a i m s . The 4 5 7 e x i l e d f a r m - l a b o u r e r s had scarcely left the

s h o r e s of E n g l a n d b e f o r e m a s s d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , leading later to d e s t r u c -

t i o n of property., b e g a n in i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e s - for t h e R e f o r m B i l l .

A f e w y e a r s l a t e r , the i n d u s t r i a l N o r t h w a s destroying w o r k h o u s e s ,

p r o v i d e d u n d e r the N e w P o o r L a w o f 1 8 3 4 v e r y largely t o d r i v e the v i c t i m s ,

of the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n into the f a c t o r i e s .

In the third p l a c e , a p a r t f r o m these examples of "direct a c t i o n " ,

t h e r e w e r e the m a s s c a m p a i g n s that developed in the 1 8 3 0 ' s w i t h the object

of o b t a i n i n g c e r t a i n specific l e g i s l a t i o n - the " S h o r t - t i m e " c a m p a i g n to

r e d u c e f a c t o r y h o u r s for c h i l d r e n to ten per day; the c a m p a i g n for the

r e p e a l of the N e w P o o r Law; and l a t e r , the d e v e l o p m e n t of the C h a r t i s t

m o v e m e n t f o r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , H a n d l o o m w e a v e r s took part i s these

c a m p a i g n s , and in these d i f f e r e n t w a y s they were h e l p i n g t h e m s e l v e s .

If these c a m p a i g n s w e r e a v a l u a b l e p o l i t i c a l experience f o r the

w o r k i n g c l a s s , a n d a step f o r w a r d in the class s t r u g g l e , the e a r l i e r

p h e n o m e n o n o f " L u d d i s m " i n all its f o r m s h a d h e l p e d t o provide the

p a t t e r n o f s o l i d a r i t y and m a s s a c t i o n .

Short r e a d i n g g u i d e :

A c a r e f u l l y d o c u m e n t e d account of L u d d i s m in the textile and f r a m e -

k n i t t i n g i n d u s t r i e s is to be found, in "The Skilled L a b o u r e r " by J.L. and

B a r b a r a H a m m o n d ; who also give a s y m p a t h e t i c account of the f a r m -

l a b o u r e r s ' r i s i n g of 1 8 3 0 in t h e i r "Village L a b o u r e r "

T h i s p a m p h l e t l e a n s h e a v i l y on the w o r k of the H a m m o n d s so far as

the n a r r a t i v e p a r t i s c o n c e r n e d . C o n t e m p o r a r y n e w s p a p e r s , w h e n they

have b e e n r e f e r r e d to, seem to c o n f i r m their v i e w of e v e n t s . F o r the

" p o w e r - l o o m r i o t " of 1 8 2 6 r e f e r e n c e w a s m a d e to the long e y e - w i t n e s s

r e p o r t s f r o m L a n c a s h i r e n e w s p a p e r s r e p r i n t e d i n the " T i m e s " .

M o r e d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t s of L u d d i s m in p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t s are

to be f o u n d in

F . O . D a r v a l l ' s " P o p u l a r D i s t u r b a n c e a n d P u b l i c O r d e r i n R e g e n c y

E n g l a n d " (a s c h o l a r l y but u n s y m p a t h e t i c s t u d y ) ;

A . T e m p l e P a t t e r s o n ' s article o n "Luddism, H a m p d e n Clubs a n d Trade

U n i o n s i n L e i c e s t e r s h i r e , 1 8 1 6 - 1 7 " (English H i s t o r i c a l Rev. 1 9 4 8 )

F r a n k P e e l ' s " R i s i n g s of the L u d d i t e s " (Yorkshire - based on r e c o l l e c -

t i o n s and t r a d i t i o n s told t o the w r i t e r )

T h e c h a p t e r s o n "The I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n and L a b o u r " and

" I n t e r v e n t i o n and L a i s s e z - f a i r e " in P a u l Llantoux's "The I n d u s t r i a l

R e v o l u t i o n in the l 8 t h c e n t u r y " p r o v i d e a u s e f u l b a c k g r o u n d to a

study of Luddism.

T h e c o n t e m p o r a r y p a m p h l e t s f r o m w h i c h q u o t a t i o n s are g i v e n are

all to be f o u n d in the " L o n d o n B i b l i o g r a p h y of t h e Social S c i e n c e s " under

the h e a d i n g " M a c h i n e r y in I n d u s t r y " . f u r t h e r d e t a i l s can be given to

anyone w h o w a n t s t h e exact r e f e r e n c e s .



C o r r e c t i o n

Two r e a d e r s have w r i t t e n to d i s a g r e e w i t h the statement in the spring

number of "Our H i s t o r y " ("The Class struggle in Local A f f a i r s " , p a g e 10) that

"There w a s m o r e d e m o c r a c y i n some local e l e c t i o n s than i n G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n s ,

f o r in the b o r o u g h s the M u n i c i p a l C o r p o r a t i o n s Act of 1835 had g i v e n the l o c a l

v o t e to all r a t e p a y e r s . (Wives, g r o w n - u p c h i l d r e n , lodgers and p a u p e r s , b e i n g

o f c o u r s e e x c l u d e d b y t h i s d e f i n i t i o n . ) "

T h e y p o i n t out that this q u e s t i o n w a s i n v e s t i g a t e d by L a d y Simon of

W y t h e n s h a w e i n her b o c k " A Century o f City G o v e r n m e n t : M a n c h e s t e r 1 8 3 8 - 1 9 3 8 "

(which s h o u l d have b e e n m e n t i o n e d i n the r e a d i n g g u i d e ) . I n A p p e n d i x I , "The

H i s t o r y of t h e M u n i c i p a l F r a n c h i s e " ; she p o i n t s out that a l t h o u g h the f r a n c h i s e

in b o r o u g h s w a s i n t e n d e d by t h e l e g i s l a t u r e to be m o r e d e m o c r a t i c than the

P a r l i a m e n t a r y f r a n c h i s e , in fact t h e opposite p r o v e d to be the c a s e . T h e r e s i d -

-ence q u a l i f i c a t i o n w a s l o n g e r , b e i n g three y e a r s ; and the p r a c t i c e of c o m p o u n d -

- i n g f o r the r a t e s of h o u s e s of r e n t a l s b e t w e e n £.6 and £20 (a p r i v a t e a r r a n g e -

-ment b y w h i c h the l a n d l o r d p a i d r a t e s direct a n d r e c o v e r e d f r o m tenants w i t h

the r e n t ) m e a n t that the t e n a n t s ' n a m e s did not a p p e a r on the r a t e s b o o k s and

so they w e r e not e n t i t l e d to vote in m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n s . In M a n c h e s t e r in

1 8 3 8 there w e r e 3 4 , 0 0 0 a s s e s s m e n t s to r a t e s , but only 6,600 n a m e s on the v o t i n g

l i s t , o f w h o m p r a c t i c a l l y none w e r e t e n a n t s p a y i n g less t h a n £ 1 0 .

A c r i t i c i s m has a l s o b e e n m a d e that the m o d e r n (post-1918) p e r i o d e m p h a s -

- i s e s C o m m u n i s t C o u n c i l l o r s r a t h e r t h a n the w o r k o f L a b o u r C o u n c i l s . A n y

i m p r e s s i o n of s e c t a r i a n i s m is to be deplored. But in fact, in the limited

s p a c e , e x a m p l e s w e r e s e l e c t e d for the v a r i e t y o f their e x p e r i e n c e . P o p l a r and

B o r m o n d s e y C o u n c i l s w e r e not led b y C o m m u n i s t s . B e t h n a l G r e e n w a s , but i t

d e s e r v e s a p l a c e in h i s t o r y not for this fact but b e c a u s e it set an e x a m p l e in

d e m o c r a t i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the e l e c t o r a t e . T h e later h o u s i n g s t r u g g l e s w e r e

u n d o u b t e d l y i n i t i a t e d b y C o m m u n i s t s , w h o d e v e l o p e d n e w f o r m s o f struggle w h i c h

w e r e q u i c k l y t a k e n up by the w o r k i n g c l a s s as a w h o l e . C o m m u n i s t C o u n c i l l o r s

w e r e f e w , b u t the b a s i s o f their s u p p o r t w a s w o r t h l o o k i n g a t .

T h e s e "Our H i s t o r y " p a m p h l e t s do n o t , of c o u r s e , p u r p o r t to be c o m p r e h e n -

-sive or the last word on the s u b j e c t . They s h o u l d however bo accurate.1

C o r r e c t i o n s m a d e by r e a d e r s w i l l be p u b l i s h e d . W i d e r c r i t i c i s m cannot be

p r i n t e d in f u l l for lack of space but w i l l be s u m m a r i s e d

T h i s p a m p h l e t is the s e c o n d q u a r t e r l y number of "Our H i s t o r y " p u b l i s h e d by the

H i s t o r i a n s ' Group of the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . The next two n u m b e r s w i l l deal w i t h

"The s t r u g g l e for e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y "

a n d a study of the SDP and BSP (fore-runners of the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y )

in the y e a r s 1900 to I 9 1 4 .

The p a m p h l e t a d v e r t i s e d a s "The Role o f L a w i n c l a s s society" h a s b e e n p o s t -

p o n e d u n t i l next y e a r and w i l l be a m e n d e d to a study of the h i s t o r i c a l b a c k -

g r o u n d i n our c o u n t r y t o p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y , legality, etc.

S u b s c r i p t i o n s 3 / - p . a . ( p o s t - f r e e ) ; s i n g l e c o p i e s (if ordered in t i m e ) @ l/-.

S u b s , and e n q u i r i e s to 3
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