


Luddism in the period 1779-1830

O w i n g to a c e r t a i n c o n f u s i o n that h a s grown up around the w o r d

" L u d d i t e " , the scope of t h i s p a m p h l e t w i l l have to be defined.

S t r i c t l y , the w o r d " L u d d i t e " a p p l i e s only to a v e r y short c a m p a i g n

in a v e r y l i m i t e d area f o r a v e r y specific p u r p o s e - the campaign in

1 8 1 1 - 1 2 of t h e s t o c k i n g - m a k e r s and l a c e - m a k e r s of N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e and

d i s t r i c t , w i t h the o b j e c t o f p r e v e n t i n g the " f r a m e s " f r o m b e i n g used

f o r p u r p o s e s w h i c h were d e t r i m e n t a l to the trade and to their j o b s

a n d w a g e s .

B u t m a c h i n e r y w a s b r o k e n i n other a r e a s , b e f o r e and after the

c a m p a i g n of the L u d d i t e s in N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e . S o m e t i m e s the d e s t r u c t i o n

w a s p a r t of a w a g e dispute - "direct a c t i o n " , in a p e r i o d w h e n trade

u n i o n i s m w a s w e a k or else a c t u a l l y i l l e g a l . S o m e t i m e s the d e s t r u c t i o n

a c c o m p a n i e d a s t r i k e , in order to p r e v e n t b l a c k l e g g i n g (pitmen of the

N o r t h - e a s t w o u l d b u r n the p i t h e a d g e a r , o r W e l s h i r o n - w o r k e r s w o u l d

damage t h e f u r n a c e s , to ensure a c o m p l e t e s t o p p a g e ) .

D e s t r u c t i o n of a n e w type of m a c h i n e r y , w h i c h e n d a n g e r e d the jobs

or r e d u c e d the standard of life of s e c t i o n s of the w o r k i n g c l a s s , is

the b e s t - k n o w n f o r m of L u d d i s m - u s i n g this w o r d n o w in a b r o a d e r sense

to d e s c r i b e a l l m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g . But this p a r t i c u l a r r e a c t i o n to

n e w m a c h i n e r y s h o u l d not be d i s s o c i a t e d f r o m other r e a c t i o n s . The

l o n g p e r i o d o f the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n , w h e n n e w i n v e n t i o n s w e r e

a p p l i e d p i e c e m e a l first to t h i s i n d u s t r y , then to t h a t , c a u s i n g

u n e m p l o y m e n t , d i s l o c a t i o n a n d c o n f u s i o n i n the o l d e r f o r m s o f i n d u s t r y ,

a r o u s e d a g r e a t deal of d i s c u s s i o n . There w a s a " b a t t l e of i d e a s "

g o i n g on: in b o o k s , p a m p h l e t s and n e w s p a p e r s , w h i c h we c a n still read;

a n d i n the p u b s and trade c l u b s where w o r k e r s v o i c e d o p i n i o n s w h i c h

are lost to us because t h e y were never p u t into p r i n t .

T h i s p a m p h l e t , t h e n , w i l l have to take into a c c o u n t not only the

a c t i v i t i e s of m a c h i n e - b r e a k e r s of a l l k i n d s , but also the a r g u m e n t s

t h a t were b e i n g b r o u g h t f o r w a r d i n the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n , f o r and

a g a i n s t " u n r e s t r i c t e d M a c h i n e r y " .
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B e f o r e p a s s i n g o n t o the m o r e i m p o r t a n t e x a m p l e s o f L u d d i s m , i t w i l l

be u s e f u l to r e f e r to the v a l u a b l e a r t i c l e by Eric H o b s b a w m on "The M a c h i n e

B r e a k e r s " ( p u b l i s h e d i n 'Past and P r e s e n t ' N o . l , F e b . 1 9 5 2 ) . Since' t h i s

is n o w , u n f o r t u n a t e l y ; out of p r i n t a n d c a n only be seen in a g o o d R e f e r e n c e

L i b r a r y , i t s m a i n c o n t e n t i o n s w i l l b e g i v e n b r i e f l y :

A f t e r a n i n t r o d u c t o r y s u r v e y o f the m o d e r n v i e w s o f L u d d i s m b a s e d

o n L i b e r a l a n d F a b i a n a s s u m p t i o n s (e.g. that c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l

d e v e l o p m e n t w a s i n e v i t a b l e any w a y , that d i r e c t a c t i o n i s i n e f f e c t u a l ,

a n d t h a t the e a r l y L a b o u r m o v e m e n t s i m p l y " r e a c t e d b l i n d l y and g r o p i n g l y

to the p r e s s u r e of m i s e r y " ) , a n d a f t e r a r e m i n d e r that m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g

o c c u r s f r o m the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y r i g h t u p t o 1 8 3 0 , the v a r i o u s t y p e s o f

m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g are a n a l y s e d a s f o l l o w s :

1 ) D e s t r u c t i o n o f p r o p e r t y w h i c h w a s m e r e l y i n c i d e n t a l t o r i o t s for.

some o t h e r p u r p o s e , s u c h a s r i o t s a g a i n s t h i g h f o o d p r i c e s ,

2 ) D e s t r u c t i o n o f p r o p e r t y a s a m e a n s o f p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e o n e m p l o y e r s

d u r i n g a d i s p u t e about w a g e s or o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l m a t t e r s .

T h i s m e t h o d w a s t r a d i t i o n a l , and i n c l u d e d d e s t r u c t i o n o f o t h e r k i n d s

of p r o p e r t y b e s i d e s m a c h i n e r y or t o o l s - e.g. c l o t h in the l o o m ,

c o r n - s t a c k s , e t c .

It w a s a m e t h o d of s t r u g g l e s u i t e d to the p r e - i n d u s t r i a l p e r i o d ,

s i n c e i t c o u l d b e u s e d b y i n d e p e n d e n t a n d s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t a r t i s a n s

as w e l l as by w a g e - w o r k e r s . B e i n g a c o l l e c t i v e action-, it s e r v e d to

e n g e n d e r s o l i d a r i t y i n t h e d a y s b e f o r e t r a d e u n i o n i s m d e v e l o p e d .

T h i s type o f m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g d o e s not i m p l y any h o s t i l i t y w h a t e v e r

t o the m a c h i n e s a s s u c h .

3 ) D e s t r u c t i o n o f m a c h i n e r y i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o

a b r a n c h of i n d u s t r y :

P o i n t s t o n o t i c e h e r e are:

a ) that w o r k e r s did n o t o p p o s e M a c h i n e r y i n the a b s t r a c t ; t h e y

o p p o s e d s p e c i f i c m a c h i n e s w h e n t h e y t h r e a t e n e d t o c a u s e u n e m -

- p l o y m e n t or l o w e r i n g of the s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g of a p a r t i c u l a r

b r a n c h o f i n d u s t r y . H o s t n e w m a c h i n e s w e r a n o t o p p o s e d a t a l l ,

e i t h e r b e c a u s e t h e y d i d n o t o f f e r t h i s threat o r b e c a u s e t h e y

w e r e i n t r o d u c e d at a t i m e of b o o m w h e n the t h r e a t w a s not so

o b v i o u s

b ) that t h e r e w a s g r e a t s y m p a t h y f o r m a c h i n e - b r e a k e r s ,

f r o m w o r k e r s (e.g. m o s t o f the L u d d i t e s w e r e n o t b e t r a y e d )

f r o m s m a l l m a n u f a c t u r e r s (who did not w a n t p r o d u c t i o n to

e x p a n d i n d e f i n i t e l y ) .

Y e t , i n s p i t e o f p u b l i c f e e l i n g a g a i n s t m a c h i n e r y , the

c a p i t a l i s t e n t r e p r e n e u r was a b l e to p r o c e e d , b e c a u s e he h a d

the s u p p o r t of the S t a t e . (NB that it w a s the U n r e f o r m e d

P a r l i a m e n t o f the 1 8 t h a n d early 1 9 t h c e n t u r i e s that i n t r o -

d u c e d t h e d o c t r i n e o f l a i s s e z - f a i r e into i n d u s t r y . )

c ) that d e s t r u c t i o n o f n e w m a c h i n e s , a l t h o u g h i t c o u l d not

p r e v e n t t h e a d v a n c e o f i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m a s a w h o l e , w a s

o f t e n e f f e c t i v e i n i t s l i m i t e d o b j e c t i v e s for a t i m e .



The t r a d i t i o n of "direct a c t i o n "

It is important to b e g i n by e s t a b l i s h i n g the t r a d i t i o n a l nature of

m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g in the course of i n d u s t r i a l disputes. The e x a m p l e s

of " c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g by r i o t " , as it h a s b e e n c a l l e d , come m a i n l y

from the c l o t h - m a k i n g industry w h i c h , since it was E n g l a n d ' s basic

i n d u s t r y right into the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n , w i l l feature rather a

lot in t h i s p a m p h l e t .

T h e article by E r i e H o b s b a w m gives e x a m p l e s from the e a r l y p a r t

of the 1 8 t h c e n t u r y ?

" C l o t h i e r s c o m p l a i n e d to P a r l i a m e n t in 1718 and 1 7 2 4 that

w e a v e r s 'threatened to p u l l d o w n t h e i r houses and b u r n their w o r k

u n l e s s they w o u l d a g r e e w i t h their t e r m s ' . The d i s p u t e s o f 1 7 2 6 - 7

w e r e f o u g h t , in S o m e r s e t , W i l t s h i r e and G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e , as well as

in D e v o n , by w e a v e r s 'breaking into the h o u s e s ' (of m a s t e r s a n d

b l a c k l e g s ) ' s p o i l i n g of w o o l , and c u t t i n g and d e s t r o y i n g the p i e c e s

in the l o o m s a n d the u t e n s i l s of the t r a d e ' . T h e y e n d e d in s o m e -

- t h i n g like a c o l l e c t i v e c o n t r a c t , "

"The g r e a t textile w o r k e r s ' riot at M e l k s h a m in 1738 b e g a n

w i t h w o r k e r s 'cutting a l l the c h a i n s in the l o o m s b e l o n g i n g to

tor. C o u l t h u r s t . . , . o n a c c o u n t of h i s lowering of the P r i c e s . "

T h i s d i r e c t m e t h o d of " n e g o t i a t i o n " c o n t i n u e d throughout the

c e n t u r y . T h e r e are a l s o examples f r o m the coal i n d u s t r y . To these

m u s t be a d d e d other e x a m p l e s of "direct a c t i o n " , f o r n o n - i n d u s t r i a l

p u r p o s e s , s u c h as the v e r y extensive " f o o d r i o t s " of 1757s 1 7 6 6 and

1795, all y e a r s of p o o r h a r v e s t s and p r o f i t e e r i n g . These s o - c a l l e d

r i o t s p r o v e , on a closer v i e w , to have b e e n w e l l - o r g a n i s e d d e m o n s t r a -

- t i o n s in f o r c e against millers, m e r c h a n t s and dealers w h o were h o a r d i n g

c o r n or s e l l i n g it in the m a r k e t s at e x o r b i t a n t p r i c e s . D e s t r u c t i o n

of m a c h i n e r y is not a f e a t u r e of those m o v e m e n t s , e x c e p t that m i l l s

w e r e s o m e t i m e s damaged. A l t h o u g h a f e w a r r e s t s w e r e a l w a y s made and

h e a v y p u n i s h m e n t s h a n d e d out, there w a s a c t u a l l y a good deal of p u b l i c

s y m p a t h y f o r the "direct a c t i o n " that o f t e n succeeded in r e d u c i n g food

p r i c e s .

The a t t a c k on the s p i n n i n g m i l l s

W i t h t h i s b a c k g r o u n d it is not s u r p r i s i n g that, as the I n d u s t r i a l

R e v o l u t i o n d e v e l o p e d and n e w m a c h i n e r y b e g a n t o t h r o w m e n out o f w o r k ,

direct a c t i o n was r e s o r t e d to.

At the b e g i n n i n g of O c t o b e r 1 7 7 9 "a great m o b appeared at A r k -

- w r i g h t ' s s p i n n i n g - h o u s e near Chorley"- (This is actually m i s - s p e l t

" A s h w r i g h t " in the 'London C h r o n i c l e ' , so little w a s he then k n o w n to

L o n d o n . ) "The p e o p l e d e f e n d e d the p l a c e w i t h f i r e - a r m s . One was

k i l l e d on the spot, and about fifty wounded; f o u r or five are since

d e a d . "

" O n M o n d a y s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d s returned t h e r e , armed w i t h g u n s ,

s c y t h e s , e t c . , a t t a c k e d and set f i r e to the b u i l d i n g - it w a s

burning on M o n d a y at 12 o'clock at night "
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"The r i o t e r s , in f l y i n g p a r t i e s , have destroyed a m i l l at

B o l t o n , b y the b r i d g e ) have b e e n a t B u r y and R a t c l i f f , a n d are n o w

g o i n g to T o d d i n g t o n , to destroy a m i l l t h e r e . . . . . "

T h e n there is n e w s of m i l i t a r y steps taken to quell this outburst.

T r o o p s w e r e b r o u g h t a c r o s s from Y o r k s h i r e . The m i l l o w n e r s armed their

e m p l o y e e s a n d f o r m e r m i l i t i a - m e n . In Stockport "The Castlo c o t t o n w o r k s

once m o r e b e c a m e a p l a c e of a r m s , a n d the e m b r a s u r e s f i l l e d with, Sir

G e o r g e W a r r e n ' s c a n n o n , w h i c h c o m m a n d e d M a n c h e s t e r H i l l , Stockport B r i d g e ,

and the f o r d of the M e r s e y . " A f t e r a w e e k t h i s r e v o l t a g a i n s t m a c h i n e r y

w a s s u b d u e d . ..

There are several p o i n t s to n o t i c e about this e p i s o d e . In the

e a r l y p a r t o f the 18th c e n t u r y the c o t t o n i n d u s t r y i n Lancashire h a d a

c e r t a i n e q u i l i b r i u m : one w e a v e r n e e d e d five s p i n n e r s to keep him busy.

W e a v i n g w a s a m a n ' s job, a definite t r a d e . But s p i n n i n g , on the

s p i n n i n g - w h e e l ' w a s for w o m e n and c h i l d r e n ; it was also a sideline in

r u r a l areas - d a i r y - m a i d s and domestic servants w o u l d be set to s p i n n i n g

at s l a c k t i m e s . Then the n e w f l y i n g - s h u t t l e (applied to m o s t h a n d l o o m s

by 1 7 6 0 ) s p e e d e d up w e a v i n g and upset the e q u i l i b r i u m .

In 1768 two new i n v e n t i o n s b e g a n to be used. But they had v e r y

d i f f e r e n t e f f e c t s . The s p i n n i n g - j e n n y w a s a frame on w h i c h e i g h t

t h r e a d s c o u l d be spun at a time (the n u m b e r w a s later increased to as

m a n y as e i g h t y ) . It w a s o p e r a t e d by h a n d , and w a s small e n o u g h for

a c o t t a g e . It w a s no threat to the w o r k e r s , but m e r e l y i n c r e a s e d

their o u t p u t . It was t h e r e f o r e not opposed, but welcomed.

B u t A r k w r i g h t ' s " w a t e r - f r a m e " (a s p i n n i n g - f r a m e w o r k e d by w a t e r

p o w e r ) w a s e s s e n t i a l l y an i n v e n t i o n for a factory w o r k e d by a m i l l - w h e e l .

B y 1 7 7 6 A r k w r i g h t h a d three c o t t o n m i l l s w o r k i n g i n D e r b y s h i r e . Then

he c a m s to L a n c a s h i r e and b u i l t a new f a c t o r y at C h o r l e y , large e n o u g h

t o e m p l o y 5 0 0 m e n , and h e w a s quickly i m i t a t e d b y o t h e r s . I t w a s t h i s

d e v e l o p m e n t that a r o u s e d the " d i r e c t a c t i o n " of 1779.

The c o t t o n w o r k e r s o f L a n c a s h i r e w e r e c o r r e c t i n s e e i n g s p i n n i n g -

m i l l s as a threat to their d o m e s t i c industry. But in this case the

r e s u l t was not so serious as t h e y had e x p e c t e d . The s p i n n i n g - m i l l s

h a d b e e n opened at a time of d e p r e s s i o n due to the War of A m e r i c a n

I n d e p e n d e n c e , so the effect w a s i m m e d i a t e l y f e l t . But l a t e r , the

f o r e i g n m a r k e t e x p a n d e d e n o r m o u s l y and m e c h a n i s e d s p i n n i n g increased

the d e m a n d for w e a v e r s , so that f o r a time Lancashire w o r k e r s were

k e p t b u s y . (The s p i n n i n g - m i l l s d i d k i l l the r u r a l s p i n n i n g industry;

but t h o s e s c a t t e r e d w o r k e r s c o u l d not p r o t e s t . )

"sent h o m e to s t a r v e "

The next a c t i o n against n e w m a c h i n e r y w a s i n the w o o l l e n district

o f W i l t s h i r e i n 1 8 0 2 , w h e n s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s were burnt d o w n . This

w a s m e r e l y a p a r t of a c a m p a i g n t h r o u g h the w h o l e of the W e s t of E n g l a n d

a n d t h e W e s t R i d i n g against the i n t r o d u c t i o n of g i g - m i l l s - m a c h i n e r y

for r a i s i n g the nap of woven c l o t h , r e p l a c i n g the teazle. G i g - m i l l s

h a d b e e n in use on a small s c a l e for many y e a r s , but the t h r e a t e n e d

e x t e n s i o n of t h e i r use in 1802 w a s r e s i s t e d by the s h e a r m e n (i.e. the

m e n w h o c o m p l e t e d the f i n i s h i n g of cloth by shearing the nap after it

h a d b e e n r a i s e d ) . The s h e a r m e n were also threatened m o r e directly
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by the m e c h a n i c a l s h e a r i n g - f r a m e , c a r r y i n g several p a i r s of s h e a r s ,

w h i c h c o u l d do t h e i r job in o n e - f i f t h of the time.

The shearmen r e f u s e d to " w o r k after m a c h i n e r y " . In spite of the

C o m b i n a t i o n Acts w h i c h made trade u n i o n a c t i v i t y i l l e g a l , the W i l t s h i r e

s h e a r m e n kept c l o s e contact w i t h those i n Y o r k s h i r e ; and other t r a d e s

a l l o v e r the c o u n t r y supported them f i n a n c i a l l y .

The s h e a r m e n in W i l t s h i r e put p r e s s u r e on the f a c t o r y - w o r k e r s not

t o w o r k w i t h m a c h i n e r y ; and some f a c t o r i e s were burnt dawn. W h e n

some of t h e e m p l o y e r s m e t a deputation of s h e a r m e n , and offered to

r e f r a i n f r o m using the m a c h i n e r y so l o n g as s h e a r m e n were out of w o r k

in that d i s t r i c t , the l e a d e r of the m e n "declared he would r a t h e r be

h a n g e d t h a n r e c o m m e n d the s h e a r m e n to accept M r . J o n e s ' s o f f e r , or to

w o r k after m a c h i n e r y . "

L o c a l s y m p a t h y w a s w i t h the m e n . The H o m e O f f i c e was i n f o r m e d

that "there is good r e a s o n to think t h e y are s u p p o r t e d and e n c o u r a g e d

by c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m m a n y of the i n n k e e p e r s and other i n h a b i t a n t s

of the p l a c e . " (see A . A s p i n a l l ' s " E a r l y E n g l i s h Trade U n i o n s " p . 4 1 )

A l e t t e r from a d e m o b b e d soldier to the local M.P. (quoted by

the H a m m o n d s in "The Skilled L a b o u r e r " ) shows that the c a m p a i g n w a s

c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d with the p r o b l e m of u n e m p l o y m e n t . The W a r h a d

t e m p o r a r i l y e n d e d , by the T r e a t y of A m i e n s . " N o w the c o n t e n d i n g

n a t i o n s are at peace w i t h e a c h other we are sent home to s t a r v e . "

"The b u r n i n g of f a c t o r y s or s e t t i n g fire to the p r o p e r t y of

p e o p l e we k n o w is not r i g h t , but S t a r v a t i o n f o r c e s Nature to do

that w h i c h he w o u l d n o t , nor w o u l d it r e a c h his thoughts h a d he

s u f f i c i e n t employ. We have tried every effort to live by p a w n i n g

our c l o a t h s and c h a t t l e s , so we are now on the b r i n k for the last

s t r u g g l e . "

The e m p l o y e r s , in c l o s e contact as always w i t h the Home O f f i c e ,

a s k e d for help i n b r e a k i n g the c o m b i n a t i o n . The s h e a r m e n ' s c o m m i t t e e

w a s a r r e s t e d and several m e m b e r s i m p r i s o n e d , A m a n w a s h a n g e d for

b u r n i n g a f a c t o r y . The large crowd at h i s f u n e r a l showed the p u b l i c

f e e l i n g a g a i n s t m a c h i n e r y t h a t put m e n out o f w o r k .

The Y o r k s h i r e s h e a r m e n (or c r o p p e r s ) got g i g - m i l l s a b o l i s h e d

in H u d d e r s f i e l d , and in. o t h e r p l a c e s in the W e s t R i d i n g e m p l o y e r s

w e r e afraid to use them. When the e m p l o y e r s in t h e W e s t of E n g l a n d

t r i e d in 1803 to get P a r l i a m e n t to r e p e a l v a r i o u s a n c i e n t r e s t r i c t i o n s

on the trade - i n c l u d i n g a statute a g a i n s t " g i g - m i l l s " u p o n w h i c h

the s h e a r m e n w e r e r e l y i n g - the s h e a r m e n c o u n t e r - p e t i t i o n e d , c a l l i n g

o n w e a v e r s a n d small m a n u f a c t u r e r s a s w i t n e s s e s o n their side. I n

1 8 0 5 the s h e a r m e n , b a c k e d b y w e a v e r s a n d small m a s t e r s (39,000 s i g n e d

a p e t i t i o n in Y o r k s h i r e ) got a B i l l i n t r o d u c e d m a k i n g g i g - m i l l s

i l l e g a l , as we'll as r e s t r i c t i n g a p p r e n t i c e s h i p and l i m i t i n g the n u m b e r

of l o o m s to be u s e d in any one h o u s e . The Bill w a s w i t h d r a w n p e n d i n g

the P a r l i a m e n t a r y I n q u i r y of l806, b u t w h e n at last a n e w Act w a s

p a s s e d in 1809 the Government h a d come d o w n on the side of the e m p l o y e r s .
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A l l this time g i g - m a l l s w e r e g r a d u a l l y c o m i n g into use; and the

e n d i n g of the W a r in 1815 and c o n s e q u e n t i n c r e a s e in u n e m p l o y m e n t

w e r e taken a d v a n t a g e of by the e m p l o y e r s in the W e s t of E n g l a n d to

s p e e d up the m e c h a n i s a t i o n of the f i n i s h i n g jobs.

The Y o r k s h i r e L u d d i t e s and " G r e a t E n o c h "

In the W e s t R i d i n g g i g - m i l l s were in general use by l8ll. Then

shearing-frarnos w e r e i n t r o d u c e d on a large scale. The w o o l l e n trade

w a s a l r e a d y in a state of slump owing to t h e blockade imposed a g a i n s t

E u r o p e a n p o r t s b y the O r d e r s i n C o u n c i l . I n F e b r u a r y 1 8 1 2 , w h i l e the

N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e Luddite m o v e m e n t (for quite different p u r p o s e s ) w a s

c o m i n g to a c l o s e , the Y o r k s h i r e c h e a r m e n started a similar c a m p a i g n

o f d e s t r u c t i o n . A r m e d w i t h large h a m m e r s (called " G r e a t Enoch" a f t e r

the s m i t h who m a d e thorn), t h e y e n t e r e d f i n i s h i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t s and m i l l s

and broke up the s h e a r i n g - f r a m e s .

The c a m p a i g n w a s p r o c e e d i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y . But in A p r i l a l a r g e -

scale night a t t a c k on R a w f o l d s M i l l , a. f i n i s h i n g m i l l e n t i r e l y c o n -

c e r t e d t o m a c h i n e r y , met w i t h strong r e s i s t a n c e from the m i l l - o w n e r

C a r t w r i g h t , w h o h a d i n s t a l l e d s o l d i e r s to p r o t e c t the m a c h i n e r y . (This

is the i n c i d e n t d e s c r i b e d in Charlotte B r o n t e ' s " S h i r l e y " ) . Two m e n

w e r e left m o r t a l l y w o u n d e d , and C a r t w r i g h t ' s c a l l o u s b e h a v i o u r t o w a r d s

them (he w a s a l l e g e d to h a v e left them w i t h o u t water or m e d i c a l a t t e n -

t i o n in the h o p e of f o r c i n g a c o n f e s s i o n about their a c c o m p l i c e s ) w a s ,

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e H a m m o n d s , l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e for "the p a s s i o n a t e -

desire f o r v e n g e a n c e w h i c h d i v e r t e d the m o v e m e n t from a t t a c k s o n

m a c h i n e r y to a t t a c k s on m e n . " B o t h m e n d i e d game; the funeral of

Sam H a r t l e y w a s a t t e n d e d by t h o u s a n d s ; the a u t h o r i t i e s took alarm

and h a d J o h n B o o t h b u r i e d s e c r e t l y .

A w e e k later C a r t w r i g h t gave evidence a g a i n s t one of h i s s o l d i e r -

guards w h o had r e f u s e d to fire on the crowd, and the soldier was

s e n t e n c e d to public f l o g g i n g . As C a r t w r i g h t rode h o m e , he w a s shot

at by two m e n - it was said that twelve m e n h a d d r a w n lots f o r the

h o n o u r . The shots m i s s e d him. B u t t e n days later another equally

u n p o p u l a r m a n u f a c t u r e r , H o r s f a l l , w h o had also m e c h a n i s e d h i s f a c t o r y

and w a s a n active e n e m y o f t h e " L u d d i t e s " , w a s shot dead b y f o u r men.

A l t h o u g h this w a s a p l a n n e d m u r d e r , so great was p u b l i c sympathy for

t h e s h e a r m e n that no i n f o r m e r s could bo f o u n d for m a n y m o n t h s .

The c a m p a i g n next took the form of raids on h o u s e s for w e a p o n s .

T h e m a g i s t r a t e s were afraid to a c t ; the soldiers w e r e i m p o t e n t . The

G o v e r n m e n t a p p o i n t e d a s p e c i a l body of s o l d i e r s to act as spies a n d

make a r r e s t s a n d e x a m i n a t i o n s , as t h o u g h in enemy t e r r i t o r y , but this

y i e l d e d no r e s u l t s . T h e n a M r . L l o y d , o p e r a t i n g f o r the H o m e O f f i c e ,

d e v e l o p e d a special m e t h o d of h i s o w n w h i c h c o n s i s t e d in k i d n a p p i n g

p o s s i b l e w i t n e s s e s u n t i l they gave h i m i n f o r m a t i o n . A t l a s t , six

m o n t h s a f t e r the m u r d e r of H o r s f a l l , Lloyd got on the t r a c k of an

a c c o m p l i c e w h o t u r n e d K i n g ' s e v i d e n c e . At the next Assizes a large

number o f m e n were p u t o n trial f o r r a i d i n g f o r a r m s , d e s t r u c t i o n o f

s h e a r i n g - f r a m e s , a t t a c k i n g R a w f o l d s M i l l , and the m u r d e r o f H o u s f a l l .

S e v e n t e e n m a n were h a n g e d , a n d s e v e n t r a n s p o r t e d .



The above account is a more s k e l e t o n of the e x t r a o r d i n a r y story

w h i c h is told in d e t a i l in F r a n k P e e l ' s " R i s i n g s of the L u d d i t e s " and

r e - t o l d ; w i t h a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s from Horns Office p a p e r s , by the H a m m o n d s

in their "Skilled L a b o u r e r " ( c h a p . x i ) . The d i s a s t r o u s twist given at

R a w f o l d s M i l l to w h a t b e g a n as a c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t m a c h i n e r y has tended

to d i s c r e d i t the w h o l e c a m p a i g n of those Y o r k s h i r e L u d d i t e s . But the

whole e p i s o d e should be seen in the context of the abject p o v e r t y

c a u s e d in the w o o l l e n t r a d e by the later stages of the N a p o l e o n i c W a r ,

a n d the G o v e r n m e n t ' s i n t e n s e e f f o r t s to r e p r e s s the democratic p o l i t i c a l

m o v e m e n t a n d all w o r k i n g - c l a s s a c t i v i t i e s .

The r e a l L u d d i t e s

The N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e L u d d i t e s , t h e only genuine f o l l o w e r s of the

i m a g i n a r y " N e d L u d d " , o p e r a t e d i n 1 8 1 1 - 1 2 , their c a m p a i g n c o m i n g t o a n

end just at the time w h e n the Y o r k s h i r e c a m p a i g n b e g a n . There w a s no

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l link, for the p u r p o s e s were quite d i f f e r e n t , t h o u g h the

m e t h o d s h a d some s i m i l a r i t y .

As in t h e w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y , there w a s a t r a d i t i o n of m a c h i n e -

b r e a k i n g in the course of i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e s . In 1 7 7 8 - 9 "the f r a m e w o r k

k n i t t e r s of c o t t o n h o s i e r y tried to get a m i n i m u m w a g e e s t a b l i s h e d by

P a r l i a m e n t . W h e n their e f f o r t s were f r u s t r a t e d b y the o p p o s i t i o n o f

the e m p l o y e r s ("hosiers"), s t o c k i n g e r s f r o m the v i l l a g e s swarmed into

N o t t i n g h a m a n d d e s t r o y e d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d s of the h o s i e r s ' f r a m e s . T h e

h o s i e r s t h e n a g r e e d to a n e w price l i s t . As the H a m m o n d s c o m m e n t :

" R i o t i n g in fact h a d p r o v e d more s u c c e s s f u l than a p p l i c a t i o n s to

P a r l i a m e n t . "

After a f a i r l y p r o s p e r o u s p e r i o d , w h e n the " w h i m s of f a s h i o n "

f a v o u r e d all k i n d s of fancy s t o c k i n g s , the trade p a s s e d into a state

of d e p r e s s i o n in the later stages of the N a p o l e o n i c W a r - p a r t l y due

to c h a n g e s in f a s h i o n , and p a r t l y b e c a u s e f o r e i g n m a r k e t s were c l o s e d

by b l o c k a d e . So the " L u d d i s m " of the f r a m e w o r k k n i t t e r s , b r e a k i n g

out in I 8 l l , w a s c o n n e c t e d w i t h the p r o b l e m s of l o w w a g e s and u n e m p l o y -

- m e n t , like a l l other 1 9 t h c e n t u r y e x a m p l e s of m a c h i n e - b r e a k i n g .

But the N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e c a m p a i g n w a s for a v e r y special p u r p o s e .

It w a s not d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t n o w m a c h i n e r y - there w a s no n e w m a c h i n e r y

in the t r a d e . (This n e e d s e m p h a s i s i n g , since t h i s p a r t i c u l a r m i s c o n -

- c e p t i o n h a s e x i s t e d since the f i r s t m i s - s t a t e m e n t w a s made in the

H o u s e of L o r d s in the d i s c u s s i o n on the "Framebi-oakers' B i l l " . E v e n

M a r x s e e m s t o have b e e n m i s l e d about t h i s . )

The s y m p a t h e t i c e d i t o r of the " N o t t i n g h a m R e v i e w " made a v e r y clear

s t a t e m e n t on D e c . 6 t h , l 8 l l , about the purpose of the f r a m e - b r e a k i n g

c a m p a i g n . O w i n g to the d e p r e s s i o n in the h o s i e r y t r a d e , c e r t a i n wide

f r a m e s had b e e n u s e d b y u n s c r u p u l o u s e m p l o y e r s " i n m a k i n g p i e c e s which

are cut up into g l o v e s , s o c k s , s a n d a l s or s t o c k i n g s " . The r a w e d g e s

w e r e s t i t c h e d " in the same m a n n e r as a tailor s t i t c h e s a g a r m e n t . "

B u t , h a v i n g no s e l v e d g e , the edges u n r a v e l l e d , and the whole h o s i e r y

trade h a d come into d i s r e p u t e because of these " c u t - u p s " . In the

lace t r a d e , too, a s i m i l a r t h i n g h a d happened. A p o o r q u a l i t y l a c e ,

" m a d e up w i t h S T A R C H " , had b e e n imposed on the c u s t o m e r w i t h "the g l o s s

o f t h e v e n d o r ' s t o n g u e " . I n b o t h c a s e s ; b e t t e r - c l a s s e m p l o y e r s were

b e i n g u n d e r c u t b y " a d v e n t u r e r s " who were r u i n i n g the trade.

_ 7 —
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W h e n these f a c t s are k n o w n , the a c t i o n of the framework k n i t t e r s

(both of h o s i e r y and l a c e ) b e c o m e s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . They were d i r e c t l y

a f f e c t e d b e c a u s e , on top of the g e n e r a l d e p r e s s i o n and high f o o d p r i c e s ,

their o w n w a g e s were b e i n g cut d o w n and o n e - f i f t h were- u n e m p l o y e d . It

seemed l i k e l y that the l o w e r i n g of the quality of the p r o d u c t w o u l d end

by d e s t r o y i n g the t r a d e . The w o r k e r s saw t h e m s e l v e s as p r o t e c t o r s of

the t r a d e . A Luddite s o n g (quoted by the H a m m o n d s ) p r o m i s e s that Ludd

w i l l not " s h e a t h his c o n q u e r i n g s w o r d "

" T i l l full f a s h i o n e d w o r k at the old f a s h i o n e d price

Is e s t a b l i s h e d by Custom and Law.

T h e n the T r a d e w h e n this a r d o r e u s contest is o'er

Shall raise in f u l l s p l e n d o u r its head.

A n d c o l t i n g and c u t t i n g and s q u a r i n g no more

S h a l l deprive h o n e s t w o r k m e n o f b r e a d . "

("colting" = e m p l o y i n g u n a p p r e n t i c e d m e n )

D e s t r u c t i o n of f r a m e s only b e g a n a f t e r n e g o t i a t i o n s and a p p e a l to

P a r l i a m e n t h a d f a i l e d . I n f a c t , i t b e g a n only after c e r t a i n h o s i e r s

h a d p r a c t i c a l l y invited some such thing. For in the s p r i n g of 1 8 1 1 ,

at a c o n f e r e n c e b e t w e e n some h o s i e r s and s t o c k i n g o r s , the h o s i e r s agreed

"to give t h e m e n u n a b a t e d w a g e s , p r o v i d e d they w o u l d join i n b r i n g i n g

up the u n d e r - p a y i n g m a s t e r s to the same s t a n d a r d , and to p u t d o w n cut-up

w o r k . " (This s i g n i f i c a n t s t a t e m e n t , quoted in "The Stilled L a b o u r e r " , cornea

o r i g i n a l l y f r o m G r a v e n e r H e n s o n , w h o l e d n e g o t i a t i o n s o n the m e n ' s b e h a l f . )

S o o n a f t e r t h i s , a v e r y d i s c r i m i n a t i n g c a m p a i g n of f r a m e - b r e a k i n g

b e g a n . O n l y the o f f e n d i n g wide f r a m e s used f o r " c u t - u p s " , and l a c e -

f r a m e s u s e d for the i n f e r i o r k i n d of l a c e , were b r o k e n . In the whole

m a i n p e r i o d o f L u d d i s m (i.e. d u r i n g M a r c h l8ll, and a g a i n f r o m N o v e m b e r

1811 to F e b r u a r y l 8 l 2 ) a t h o u s a n d f r a m e s , out of a total of about 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,

w e r e d e s t r o y e d .

O n e of m a n y a c c o u n t s given in the " T i m e s " of the r a i d s on h o u s e s

(for t h e i n d u s t r y w a s e n t i r e l y a d o m e s t i c o n e ) is typical of the m e t h o d :

"At B a s f o r d " (on Sunday e v e n i n g ) "while three s o l d i e r s were in

the house of one W i l l i a m B a r n s , to p r o t e c t three f r a m e s , a p a r t y of

L u d d i t e s e n t e r e d t h e house and i m m e d i a t e l y c o n f i n e d t h e s o l d i e r s ;

a n d w h i l e two of the p a r t y s t o o d sentry at the door w i t h the

s o l d i e r s ' m u s k e t s , o t h e r s d e m o l i s h e d the f r a m e s ; a n d w h e n the

m i s c h i e f was d o n e , the m u s k e t s w e r e d i s c h a r g e d a n d tike s o l d i e r s

l i b e r a t e d , the d e p r e d a t o r s w i s h i n g them a good n i g h t . " ( T i m e s , 3 l / l / l 8 l 2 )

" F r i e n d s of the p o o r m a n "

D u r i n g the f r a m e - b r e a k i n g c a m p a i g n , n e g o t i a t i o n s for h i g h e r w a g e s

w e r e c o n d u c t e d by an o r g a n i s a t i o n w h i c h , in spite of the C o m b i n a t i o n

A c t s , w a s p r a c t i c a l l y a trade u n i o n c o m m i t t e e . O n D e c e m b e r 2 8 t h , 1 8 1 1 ,

a n a g r e e d p r i c e - l i s t w a s p u b l i s h e d for the h o s i e r y t r a d e . I n the

m e a n t i m e v a r i o u s h o s i e r s had i n c r e a s e d w a g e s to save their o w n f r a m e s

from d e s t r u c t i o n .

W h a t was the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n the f r a m e - b r e a k i n g c a m p a i g n a n d

these n e g o t i a t i o n s ? G r a v e n e r H e n s o n denied any c o n n e c t i o n .



T h e L u d d i t e s w e r e a c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l number of m e n , acting in a

d i s c i p l i n e d m a n n e r as g u e r r i l l a s . They sometimes went armed, but the

o n l y c a s u a l t y in the whole c a m p a i g n w a s a L u d d i t e , shot d e a d by a f r a m e -

o w n e r . Like g u e r r i l l a s in e n e m y - o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y (for the whole d i s -

t r i c t w a s p a t r o l l e d b y t r o o p s ) , they w e r e a d m i r e d and c h e r i s h e d b y the

r e s t of the p o p u l a t i o n . The H a m m o n d s quote a c l e r g y m a n w h o wrote to

the H o m e O f f i c e !

"There is s c a r c e l y a s t o c k i n g e r w h o w i l l not give h a l f his

v i c t u a l s or h i s m o n e y to those 'friends of the p o o r m a n ' as they

are styled."

There w e r e no b e t r a y a l s , and the m a i n a r g u m e n t used by those M . P . s

and p o e r s who o p p o s e d the " F r a m e b r e a k e r s ' B i l l " i n F e b r u a r y 1 8 1 2 , w h i c h

i m p o s e d the d e a t h p e n a l t y , w a s that if the G o v e r n m e n t h a d f a i l e d to

secure any c o n v i c t i o n s w h e n the p e n a l t y w a s o n l y 1 4 y e a r s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,

t h e y w e r e e v e n l o s s l i k e l y to s u c c e e d n o w t h a t a m a n ' s life w a s at s t a k e .

As f o r the e f f i c a c y of this m e t h o d of direct a c t i o n , the wage

i n c r e a s e s speak f o r t h e m s e l v e s . T h e " c u t - u p " trade w a s c h e c k e d , and

i n F e b r u a r y 1812 (before the d e a t h p e n a l t y w a s i m p o s e d ) the L u d d i t e s

c e a s e d their w o r k . I t w a s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d b y this time that P a r l i a -

m e n t w a s n o w r e a d y t o l i s t e n t o their c o m p l a i n t s . A n a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r

a d e l e g a t e m e e t i n g of f r a m e w o r k k n i t t e r s to formulate t h e i r statement

r e a d y f o r the e x p e c t e d P a r l i a m e n t a r y i n q u i r y beginst

"The t r o u b l e d state to w h i c h the a b o v e p l a c e s are reduced by

the p r e s s u r e of the t i m e s and the o p e r a t i o n s of the f r a m e - b r e a k e r s ,

h a v i n g at l e n g t h excited the a t t e n t i o n of the L e g i s l a t u r e . . . . . . "

B u t all t h e y got from P a r l i a m e n t w a s the death p e n a l t y . In the

d i s c u s s i o n o n this B i l l , M r . Lambe (later Lord M e l b o u r n e ) said:

"As to the disputes b e t w e e n the m a s t e r s and the m a n u f a c t u r e r s "

( h a n d - w o r k e r s ) "I do not t h i n k it r i g h t to inquire into them as

c a u s e s of the r i o t s - s u c h i n q u i r y only tends to inflame the m i n d s

o f the w o r k i n g m e n , w h o g e n e r a l l y c o n c l u d e that t h e y have r i g h t s

w h i c h are i n f r i n g e d u p o n by the m a s t e r s , and that they are j u s t i -

fiable i n r e t a l i a t i n g v i o l e n c e o n t h e m f o r the i n f r i n g e m e n t o f

those s u p p o s e d r i g h t s . "

* * * * *

The struggle for a living wage continued in Nottinghamshire, by

trade union organisation (although still illegal), by negotiation, and

by spasmodic frame-breaking.

As in the case of the Yorkshire shearmen, the Luddite campaign was

later marred by a violent incident with tragic consequences, which, by

confusion with the earlier period, has discredited the -true Luddite cam-

-paign of 1811-12.

The circumstances of this incident were altogether different.

A certain Heathcote had built a factory for making bobbin-net by machine.

Several other manufacturers pirated his invention and began to undersell

him. He then reduced his wages (which were, for the district, exception-

-ally good) by one-third. To prevent his underselling his rivals and so
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