THE GENERAL STRI KE, 1926

In January, 1961, the Hstory Goup of the Communi st Party
hel d a worki ng conference in Leeds to gather and di scuss nmaterials
about the workers' conduct of the General Strike in different parts
of the country. Reports were given, sonetinmes by those who took part,
of events in Manchester, St. Helen's, Sheffield, Leeds, Nottingham
Pl ynouth and other towns and it was clear that, wth further work,
considerably nore information could be collected.

O particular interest was a report given of the organisation
set up in the north-east, considered in conjunction with a note
sent in by R Page Arnot who was there in May, 1926. This throws fresh
light on a body which has been variously assessed in books on the Ceneral
Strike. It has therefore been decided to publish the rel evant
docunents, or sunmaries of them prefaced by this note and with sone
concluding renarks by R Page Arnot, witten after reading the account
t hr ough.

There are, of course, other eye-witnesses who could add to or
nodi fy this account. But a start nust be nmade sonewhere. This
survey is offered as a prelininary one, in the hope that it wll
stinmulate nore recollections and a further search for documents and
i nformati on about the period in this and other regions.

VW have so far had little success in finding copies of strike
bul l etins though a few have been coll ected. * But enquiries
inthe right quarters nmay well discover nore of these and ensure
they are preserved. There are also minutes of local trades councils,
where these were kept and have survived, reports of a kind in the
| ocal press (insofar as bl ackleg sheets appeared), later reports
of police court cases and so on. V¢ hope to publish further accounts
of local events and organisation |ater and so woul d wel cone any
material, or any clue as to where it mght be found.

H STORY QROP G- THE COMN ST PARTY

There was a conprehensive collection at the Labour Research
Departnent, together with answers to a questionnaire sent out

to trades councils imediately after the strike, summarised in
Emle Burns, The CGeneral Strike 1926: Trades Councils in Action
(LRD, 1926). But we are infornmed that this was |ost during the
war and though there are faint hopes it may cone to light they
are fast fading.
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VWHAT HAPPENED | N THE NORTH- EAST ?

There has survived what has been described as a document of "unique
interest” - An Account of the Proceedings of the Northunberland and Durham

Ceneral Council Joint Strike Conmttee. (I)Drawn up I nmediately
after the strike and presented to the council on May 20 it is

in the formof a duplicated fool scap panphlet reporting on the
commttee's work and in one place giving a detailed extract from
the mnutes of the neeting. (2)

This account opens with proposals for the setting up of a
regional council to co-ordinate the conduct of the strike in the area,
proposal s advanced at an informal neeting held on the eve of the
strike, Mnday May 3. Present at this neeting were:

Janmes White, area secretary, Transport & CGeneral Workers' Union

Ebby Edwards, financial secretary, Northunberland M ners
Associ ation

Charles Flynn, northern divisional officer, National Union
of Distributive and Allied Wrkers and

Ferguson Foster, organiser of NUD AW
R Page Arnot, director of the Labour Research Departnent.

But this was in fact the third | ocal meeting which had taken
place. The events which led up to it are described in the follow ng
note received fromR Page Arnot as a contribution to a discussion
on local activities during the General Strike of 1926 (3).

An Epi sode in Durham

"On Saturday morning, May 1, 1926, the miners were |ocked out.
That mdday by a majority of over 31/2mllions to 49,911
the conference of Trade Uni on Executives in London voted the

(1) J. Synons, The Ceneral Strike (Cresset Press, 1957) 125 -
the latest book on the subject which however draws heavily on the
authoritative account by an Anerican investigator, WH. Crook,
The General Strike (O U P., 1931).

(2) There are copies at the Labour Research Departnent, 78 Blackfriars
Road, London. S.E.l. The docunent was printed in abbreviated form
wi t hout schedul es of members of commttees in Labour Monthly
Vol . 8, No. 6 (June 1926) 359-74.

(3) Then thirty-five years old, Page Arnot was one of the twelve |eading
Communi sts put on trial in October 1925 as an essential prelude
to the General Strike. Sentenced to six nmonths he was rel eased
inApril 1926.
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resolution for the General Strike to begin on
Monday midnight May 3/4. (n the Saturday afternoon
| was the speaker at a First of May denonstration at

Chopwel | , one of the nunerous nining villages
that nade up the Wrban District Council of Bl aydon-
on- Tyne. After the open air denonstration | jotted

down headings for a plan of canpaign in the Durham
Nor t hunber | and area where under the Emergency Powers
Act Kingsl ey Wod had been nmade Gonmissioner assi sted
by a general and an adniral.

"That evening, before a gathering in the M ners'

Club, Steve Lawther and three officials of Lodges in
adj acent pits discussed and agreed on a plan of

action. A further proposal was advanced that a meeting
be called at twenty-four hours' notice for Sunday
evening, May 2, of all trade union secretaries

and chairman, all nenbers of boards of the three or
four local co-operative societies and all |ocal Labour
councillors of the county and urban district. This
neeting took place with nearly fifty present, with
checkwei gher Wil Lawther in the chair, and at it

the plan of canpai gn was di scussed and unani nously
adopt ed. It included sending a call for Councils of
Action to be set up all over that huge coal field.
Dozens of mning | ads who never attended a | odge
neeting and were therefore thought to be of little
account turned up the next day ready to speed throughout
the two counties on bicycles and notor bi kes.

Meanwhi | e on Sunday a call had been drafted and that
afternoon Wl | Lawther and | went over to Sunderl| and
where the printer Thomas Summerbel|l agreed to do a
rush job with a printed bulletin giving a call for
CGeneral Strike and Councils of Action. H's father had
been one of the early Labour MP.'s and he hinsel f had
net ne sone ten years earlier in the Wikefi el d House
of Correction.

When we hastened to Newcastl e where we found Ebby

Edwar ds, financial secretary of the Northunberland M ners,
inBurt Hall. W put before himthe proposition

of the Chopwell neeting that all leading officials

of trade unions responsible in the Durham Northunberl and

area should be called together to constitute a

regional body. This meant in sone cases district

officials of such unions as NUDAW and T.& GWU., but in
the case of nost unions such as the A E U there was nore
than one district. J.E Little, afterwards president of
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the AE U, was official for one of these, Charles
Flynn (a friend of HIlen WIkinson) was the NU D AW
man, a live wire.; Ebby Edwards (hinself a live wire
qui et, shrewd and energetic) agreed to do what he
could and suggested seeing Charles Flynn.

Wil e the others were engaged el sewhere | went

(as far as ny recollection goes) to fix up
activities with Alec Geddes, then a Communi st Party
organi ser attached to this district, and four
years previously Communi st candi date at G eenock
where he had a vote of over 8, 000. Then we hi ed
back to the already nenti oned nmeeting on the Sunday
ni ght of representatives of the whol e novenent in
Bl aydon- on- Tyne.

(On the Monday, while Ebby Edwards was with sone difficulty
getting nenbers of the projected regional commttee,
the Lawthers and | went over to Sunderland in the
|ater afternoon to collect the printed bulletin,

only to be informed that while it had been printed off
it had not yet been guillotined or folded and that
they had received the General Strike call fromthe
Typogr aphi cal Associ ation whi ch neant that they woul d
have to stop work at once at the end of the shift.
Eventual | y, however, after nmuch arguing that it would
be ridiculous to refuse to conplete work on the strike
bulletin on the ground that the strike had al ready
begun we got our four-page paper and the despatch
riders got busy.

In the North-east area there was no difficulty about

gat hering pickets. On Tuesday, May 4, WI| Lawt her and
got in touch with the local organiser of the National

Uni on of Seanen, Janes Rogers, who had agreed to

joinin - though the union under the dom nation of

Havel ock W1 son had voted agai nst the strike. (I)

In the evening Rogers drove us up in his car towards the
village of Chopwell. W decided to go in 'by the back
road’ to nmake sure that that also was properly picketed.
At a narrow part of the noorland road we cane up

with the picket; thenunberswere, we ascertained, about
125, mainly young m ners. Most of themwere carrying
pi ck hafts. Thi s considerably reassured us that

there need be no trouble about picketing. Very soon
there was no traffic on the Geat North Road

(1) James Rogers eventually figures on the regional strike commttee
as representing the Seanmen's Union "unofficially". He was
afterwards di smssed by Havel ock W1 son.
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except by permssion of the Strike Conmttees, (I)
Those in that area, local grocers or others, who
relied on the official OOMS., were disappointed
and after a short tine came to ask for Strike
Conmttee permts instead".

Chopwel | and District Plan of Canpaign

To return to the evening of Sunday, May 2, the plan of
action discussed and adopted by the second meeting in Chopwel |, at
which some fifty representatives of trade unions, co-operative
societies, mners' |odges, and Labour councillors were present,
was a businesslike one. (2) It first laid down, in a brief
preanbl e, that no tine be spent on discussion of the purpose of the
strike, its national or international inplications, but that
attention be concentrated on the immediate objective. This
was to defeat the civil conm ssioner appointed for the region by
the government and "arnmed with the Energency Powers Act in
order to break the strike". The apparatus of the
regional conmm ssion was outlined. It conprised the various
arrangenents and the organisation built up during the past nine
months by the Mnistry of Health, the Home Office, the War Ofice,
Admralty and Air Force, and other agenci es. In short,
there would be "concentrated against the strikers ... the whole
of the civil and mlitary institutions that are under centra
control; and also the civil institutions usually classed as Loca

Government". So far as the latter were concerned it remmined to
be seen whether the civil comm ssioner "would be able to make the
full use of themthat he would w sh". The bodies of nmen at his

di sposal were the various governnent officials, the Organisation

for the Maintenance of Supplies (3), other strike breaking bodies
"conmposed nainly of mddle class persons", the Fascists one of whose
organi sations had an arrangenents with O M S., the special constabul ary

(1) "Traffic circulation on the great north-south arteries running
t hrough Dur ham and Nort hunberland was conpl etely stopped
by the inplacable tourniquet of the mners' mass picketing"
A Hutt, Post-War History of the British Wrking O ass
(Gol lancz, 1937) 150-1.

(2) It was printed in Labour Monthly (June, 1926) wi thout mention
of the place concerned; It appears also in R Page Arnot,
The M ners: Years of Struggle (Allen & Unwin, 1953) 436-9.

(3) Set up in Septenber 1925 ostensibly as a voluntary and non-
government al agency but handed over to the government from
the outset of the strike.
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regul ar police forces and arned forces equi pped wi th various
weapons.

"To meet all this we rnust inprovise", the docurnent
continues. "The inprovised machi nery nust be sinple, easy to
throwup, all inclusive. Al activities in each |locality shoul d
be centralised in a single body to be called Council of Action,
Strike Committee, Trades Council or what you will: all such
bodi es should be linked up and centralised in the county capital
town under a body responsible for the whol e region"..

The first task was to set up a district GCouncil of Action
"and plan out all the machinery and all the tasks for the locality".
Then replicas of this woul d be needed throughout the two counties
"so as to nmake a network of Councils of Action linked up with a
central directing body whose authority and scope on our side
woul d exactly answer to the Gvil Commissioner”. Finally district
of ficers of trade unions nust be assenbled to formthe core
of a regional authority to undertake the central direction. These |ast
two tasks could be undertaken "mainly by the printing and scattering
broadcast of a special strike newspaper". (That to be next
described, in fact issued on May 4).

The tasks of councils of action were then outlined, tasks
whi ch would call for the constitution of various sub-committees
concerned wi th communi cations; food and transport, picketing,
publicity and so on. There follows an inportant paragraph
on food and transport.

"The T.U.C. instructions for the general strike, if
and when it should conme of f, include the provision

of Food, Transport and Heal th Services. Wiatever

the intention of the General Council in |aying down
this instructions, it is clear that on this point
depends the success of the general strike. Woever
handl es and transports food, that sane person controls
food: whoever controls food will find the 'neutral’
part of the population rallying to their side. Wo
feeds the people wins the strike! The problem

of the general strike can be focused down to one thing -
the struggle for food control".
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Just how accurate this forecast proved will appear
inthe report of the regional strike commttee. In the event
the governnent refused the T.U C General Council's offer
to administer essential services and there necessarily devel oped
a formof dual control with the government attenpting to gain
nmastery through QOMS., the police and ot her agencies, while
the strikers picketed and bent ail efforts to keeping off the
roads any transport which did not carry a permt froma strike
coomittee or union. (I)

Meanwhi | e the Chopwel I docurment ends with a section on
norale. Wile all the machinery proposed is to defeat any
attenpt to break the strike, it is noted, such activities
have al so another object "that is the building up of our own
norale both locally and nationally, and the breaki ng down
of the eneny's norale both locally and nationally. Every
officer who reports that picketing has stopped his transport, every
mlitary officer who reports that he cannot trust his nmen to
act against the strikers because of effective fraternisation,
is a nmeans by which, when the report has filtered through to
Whitehall, the norale of the Chief G vil Comm ssioner, and
thence of the Cabinet, is inpaired and weakened".

(I') Councils of action which issued pernits for transport
were clearly "organisations of the working class facing the
existing State machinery .... It was clear that the issuing of
these docunents rested on the assunption that the unions
and/ or Councils of Action had powers to do, or to allow
to be done, certain public things that would ordinarily be
regarded as exclusively within the province of the
constituted authorities, national and |ocal". In the
great majority of cases the powers tacitly assuned were
effective powers insofar as nass picketing prevented
other fornms of transport. Hutt, 149.
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North-East Strike Bulletin May 4, 1926 Price One Penny
No. 1.

There is a single copy of the four-page bulletinbrought to
birth on the eve of the strike in the library of the Comruni st
Party. Printed by Thomas Sunmerbel |, published by the Spen and
District Trades and Labour Council, and distributed throughout
the area on the first days of the stoppage, it announced in
heavy black letter on the front page - CGeneral Strike
Bel ow cane sub- headi ngs.

GENERAL STRI KE

ALL Railwayrmen to cease work TO N GHT

Transport Workers, Printers and
Metal Wrkers to Fol | ow

General Council's Arrangemnents
for General Stoppage

The front page gives news of readiness for action in the area,
of local councils of notion going ahead, and of union executive

commttees followng the lead of the General Council. O the first
i nside page the General Council's instructions for the strike are
printed in full under t he headi ngs:

EXTREMELY | MPCRTANT Read This! COficial T.UC Programe

The renai ni ng col um describes the fornati on of the council
of action in the Blaydon urban district under the headi ng:

Chopwel I and District Council of Action's Fine Lead

It is understood, this itemconcludes, that arrangenents are being
made for simlar councils in each locality, drawing in all

sections of the |abour novenent and an appeal is added for workers
to take the initiative where necessary: in any locality where a
counci| of action has not been formed they should take immedi ate
steps to have the necessary meetings held and commttees appointed.
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The facing inside page carries for the nbst part speeches
of the miners' |eaders - of Herbert Smith, president of the
MF.GB., Arthur Cook, its secretary, who had spoken to the
theme "the whol e novenent is behind us", and Bob Smillie
saying "No Surrender". There is half a colum on
i nternational support for the miners and another with the
| atest instructions regarding the conduct of the strike,
whi ch includes a rem nder that "under the Trades Di sputes
Act of 1906 peaceful picketing is conmpletely |egal”

On the back page, spaced out in heavy black letter, is the

call.
WRKERS OF DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND
The General Strike is ALREADY A SUCCESS.
Don't believe the lies put out by the Capitalist press.
The newspapers arc trying to dope and deceive you into
the belief that the General Strike will fail, and that the

Governnent forces are bound to get the better of the workers.

Not hi ng could be further fromthe truth.

From centre after centre of industry cones the news of
the magnificent response to the call sent out by the Ceneral

Counci| of the Trades Uni on Congress.

On Saturday a mllion mnors were wantonly |ocked out,
and the Government - which is supposed to represent the whol e
of the nation - put all its forces at the service of a small

mnority of profiteers and exploiters.
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The organi sed trade unionists of G-eat Britain cannot

suffer the mners to be beaten and starved into subm ssion.

What happens to the mners will happen to you next.

Your own wages, your livelihood, the welfare of your wife

and children, are at stake.

That is why there is a General Strike. That is why
you are called out.

That is why, fighting in such a cause, you are bound to wi n.

The strike-breaking organi sations of Sir Kingsley Wod
have proved feebl e weapons against the united will and

determ nation of hundreds of thousands of the working-cl ass.

Be of good courage, and victory is ours.

Nor t hunber | and and Dur ham General Council and Joint Strike Commttee

The finishing touches were being put to this publication
| ate on Monday afternoon, May 3, and this brings us back to the
original starting point - the small informal meeting held in
the offices of NUD AW in Newcastle on that same evening,
a few hours before the strike was due to begin. The five
nen there assenbled representing the mners, transport workers,
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distributive workers and including al so Page Arnot, agreed

to sumon a neeting of representatives of other unions for the
next day. Attenpts had already been nade to get nore to this
nmeeting, but nearly all trade union officials approached were
compl etely occupied with other neetings, SO0 now arrangenents
were nmade to see or tel ephone to as many as possible.

Page Arnot was deputed to call on James Robson, secretary of
the Dur ham County M ning Federation Board, which he accordingly
did on Tuesday morning, only to find Robson presiding at
a council nmeeting. This particular story may as well be
foll omed up here. Another call on Wednesday norning, to ask for
representation fromthe Durhamm ners as soon as possible,
brought the reply from Robson that he would bring the matter
before his colleagues but it would require a board neeting
to make the necessary appointnent. (I) In fact the Durham
m ners' organisation only succeeded in formng a strike
committee two hours before the strike was over. (2) Meanwhi | e
W Il Lawther, nenmber of the executive conmittee of the Labour
Party and also of the county federation's board, acted
unofficially as the lather's representative on the regiona
strike committee.

The regional organisation was in fact forned at the neeting
called on Tuesday, May 4, which took place at 2.30 p.m
again at the offices of the NU D A W, 47 Leazes Terrace,
Newcastle. This time there was a wi de representation of
uni ons: Northunberland M ners' Association (Ebby Edwards);
N.UD AW (Charles Flynn and Ferguson Foster); T. & GWU.
(Janes White, area secretary); DurhamM ners' Association
(WIIl Lawther - wunofficially); and representatives of the
Shop Assi stants Union, Northunmberland Colliery Mechanics
Associ ation, N.U G MW, Boilermakers' Union, Federation of
Engi neering and Shipbuilding Trades, Railway C erks Association
Nat i onal Union of Railwaymen, Builder's Federation; Nationa
Uni on of Sailors & Firenen (Janes Rogers - unofficially).

(1) This is recorded in An Account of the Proceedi ngs
pp 1, 5. All later quotations are fromthis docunent.

(2) R Postgate, Ellen W1 kinson, J.F. Horrabin, A Wrkers
History of the Great Strike (Plebs League, 1927) 66.
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Al so present were representatives of the Gateshead Labour Party
and Trades Council, Newcastle Trades Council and Labour
Resear ch Depart nment.

James VWite of the T. & GWU. was elected to the chair
and Charles Flynn of N .U D A W secretary, After the chairnman
had outlined the purpose of the neeting, and a statenent
had been given of the position of each union in relation
to the general strike, it was noved by Flynn, seconded by
Ebby Edwards, to forma general council to cover the
Nort hunber| and and Durham Area with two representatives from
each uni on. It was agreed in addition to appoint a strike
committee conposed of one representative from each union, or
group of unions, on strike or |ocked out. Proposal s for
sub-committees, on the lines originally suggested at Chopwel |
wer e approved and Page Arnot was co-opted on to both the
General Council and the Joint Strike Conmmittee. It was
settled that the fornmer neet daily at 3 p.m at Burt Hall,
Nor t humber | and Road, Newcastle - offices of the Northunberl and
nm ners. The Strike Committee's first neeting was fixed
for 7 p.m that sane evening. "The nmeeting termnated
with the first hint of the difficulties of a general strike
in the shape of a conplaint that the Mners' C ubs faced
with a drink shortage were sending in nmotors for beer whil st
Transport Workers were out on strike".

As finally constituted the General Council included
besides the bodies already listed, representatives of the A S.L.E. F.
the EET.U., the A E U., the Typographi cal Association (all
directly involved and represented also on the strike comittee)
and the Plunbers' Union, the National Union of Clerks, the
Li t hographic Printers, the National Union of Printing, Bookbinding
etc. Workers, the Newcastle Borough Labour Party, the I.L.P.
the Tyne Waternmen's Association and the Gateshead Strike
Conmittee.

First Meeting of the Joint Strike Committee, May 4 at 7 p.m

The T.U.C. Ceneral Council's instructions were "that the
actual palling out of workers should be left to the Unions,
and instructions should only be issued by the accredited
representatives of the Unions participating in the dispute”.
It reconmended that there should be no interference with health
and food services "and that the Trade Uni ons concerned should do
everything in their power to organise the distribution of mlk and
food to the whole of the popul ation”. And it defined the responsibili+v
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of the trades councils, in conjunction with local officers of unions,
as "organising the Trade Unionists in dispute in the nost
effective manner for the preservation of peace and order". (I)

Accordingly, when nenbers of the joint strike committee
assenbl ed again the same evening, nearly all had a set of
tel egraphic instructions fromtheir own union head office
Al'l these had to be co-ordinated. "So far was it from being
a question of putting previously prepared plans into action",
says the report, "that the conmttee were forced to spend
the evening in problens of sinple co-ordination" and the
organi sati ons envisaged could not be brought into being.
For instance, no sub-conmittees were forned on the |ines
approved since it was not known whether the various unions
m ght have "conflicting regulations or policies". So the
strike comittee decided to handle all questions which "neant
of course an enornous accunul ation of work. It nmeant that
within a few days the comittee began to sit in the norning
and to continue from nmorning to afternoon, evening and m dni ght".
On the other hand, this concentration of activity (e.g. all pernits
were granted only by the conmittee) nmeant that it rapidly
becarme, a working body, all nmenbers came to know each other well,
and "to get the nmeasure of what was inportant and what was
relatively uninportant”.

An exanple is given of the need to co-ordinate instructions.
One transport union had called out all men concerned with
transport of food but given pernmits for transport of building

mat eri al s; anot her had stopped all the latter but was giving
sone pernmits for transport of food. Sone problenms "necessarily
took a good deal of tine to clear away". (2) The committee

(1) R Page Arnot, The Ceneral Strike 1926 (L.R D, 1926)
Detailed instructions were equal ly vague; e.g. all building
workers were celled out except those "enployed definitely
on housi ng and hospital worKk.

(2) Simlar problens arose everywhere. |n Nottingham according
to_a note received fromD Mahoney who represented the
rail waynmen on the cent al strike commttee, two days' were
taken up with a dispute between the T. & GWU. and the
N.U G MW because the forner had called out its brewery nen,
the latter not; so the discuassion turned on the question -
"is beer food?" Despite all efforts both |ocal and nati ona
no settlement had been reached by the end of the strike.



Page Fourteen

listed a nunber of points relating to food pernmits to be raised

with the General Council and requested that the acting secretary
(Malter Citrine) be asked to remain in direct touch with the

strike coimmittee as well as with union headquarters. At this
meeting the committee also considered the Strike Bulletin issued that
sane norning and considered that it "was very effectively printed
and its tone was very calmand noderate". Since nmany bl ackl eg
sheets were appearing the conmttee decided to take over this
bulletin and issue its own publication as soon as a pernit could

be obtained fromthe Typographical Association, (I)

Labour Wthdrawal s and Permts. Wednesday, May 5

On the second day of the strike the question of permts
for food and transport cane to the fore, as also the fact,
foreseen fromthe outset; that it was on this question that the
success of the strike turned. Not only was there confusion
as between the instructions of different unions, but also
applications for permits were flowing in to each separate union
district office, to local transport sub-committees co-ordinating
the transport unions, to trades councils, as well as to the strike
conmittee itself. More serious, "the abuse of permits ... was beginning
to reach gigantic proportions in the course of Wednesday afternoon”.
Anyt hi ng and everything was being transported under the pretence
of "food only" or "housing materials only". The conmittee
therefore decided, after receiving reports fromthe transport
unions, to withdraw all permts for transporting building

materials and to issue no new ones - it had already taken over
the powers of the local transport conmttee which was itself
incorporated in the strike comrttee. It was also agreed to represent

to the General Council that any exception in favour of housing now
be withdrawn. This initiative wasconfirmedby a wi re from Ernest
Bevin urging the closest supervision over the issue of permts

(1) No permt was, in fact, obtained. The TUC was opposed to | ocal
publicati ons and endeavoured (ineffectively) to get its own
paper, the British Wrker published at certain regi ona
centres, including Newcastle. The strike conmmttee recognised
as its greatest weakness the lack of a publication to counteract
the msrepresentations of the B.B.C., the governnent organ
and such | ocal sheets as appeared in attenuated form
This and other matters figure in later sections of the report
but in the present account attention is concentrated on food and
transport.
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inview of abuses, (I)

Sir Kingsley Wod and the Strike Committee, May 5 and May 6

Over and above this a najor devel opnent was reported.
Members of O.M S, had been brought on to the quayside
at Newcastle to discharge foodships and two destroyers and
a submarine had been noored al ongside one foodship in the river.
This was reported to the conmittee by Janes Tarbit, organiser
of the NUGMW together with the information that trade
uni oni sts enpl oyed at the docks under permt to unload food had
forthwith ceased work. Later in the evening a nessage
came through fromthe civil comm ssioner that he wished
to see Tarbit and menbers of the strike conmittee, and shortly
Sir Kingsley Wod appeared in person at Burt Hall where the
comittee was in session. There he had a long interviewwth
three menbers of the commttee - Tarbit, the chairman and
the secretary - which was in the end adjourned until 12.30
the following day in order to allow the commi ssioner to consult
hi s col | eagues.

To this second neeting the civil conm ssioner came
acconpani ed by General Sir Kerr Mntgonery, head of O MS.
for the region, and M. Mon, official food controller. The
m nutes of both discussions have been reprinted in full. (2)
Briefly they indicate the civil conmm ssioner nmaking concessions
to negotiate a return of trade unionists to unload food at
the docks, under permit and so under Strike Committee control,
while refusing to withdraw OMS. nmen altogether; in effect
a form of dual control was proposed with the latter working
under official direction and not interfering in any jobs
for which the normal |abour was authorised by the strike
conmi ttee. Flynn agreed to report this proposal fairly to
his commttee but added that "he woul d not be able personally

(1) "Fromreports received food pernmts are being abused
instruct Local Transport Conmittee to exercise close
supervi sion and not issue pernmits for outside their own
district and act in full agreement with the three
Rai | waymen' s Uni ons" signed "Bevin". Dated May 5, 1926.
Bevin was secretary of the T.U C General Council's
"Strike O ganisation Conmttee", a body of six which
conducted the central direction of the strike.

(2) Arnot, The M ners, 440-2.
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to recommend the formof dual control proposed’, a viewwth
which the strike conmttee wholly concurred. (I) The commttee
further agreed to reconmend to the General Counci

that they be enpowered "to withdraw all permts for transport

of food and everything else for which permts have been issued",
and deci ded "that we now use the discretionary powers vested
inus by the T.U.C and withdraw all permts today". This

deci sion was endorsed the follow ng day. (2)

In their report, which was of course drawn up after the
strike had ended, the commttee conment on this decision, pointing
out that it was forced upon themby the l[ocal situation and
reinforced by telegrams fromheadquarters. "It was a
monent ous decision in that it inmmediately raised a nunber of
ot her problems, but no other policy was possible in view of
the abuse of permts that had taken place. Had there been
previously carefully worked out plans on the Trade Union side
as there had been on the enployers and governnental side,
it woul d have been possible to start the general strike on
Friday with a conplete and inmediate wthdrawal of |abour
and therefore to issue permts under a systemof strict
controls". This had not been the position and by their
decision of Thursday "the Strike Conmttee gained for the first
tine the conplete control over transport which was vital to
the success of any centralised conduct of a general strike"
Their decision was |oyally accepted and operated, wth mners
aiding transport workers in peaceful picketing. These facts
lie behind the assertion, when matters were discussed on Friday
eveningwith Sir Charles Trevelyn, MP. for Central Newcastle
who came as emssary fromthe T.U C., that there had been
"conmplete mastery of the difficulties" hitherto experienced
and that "the situation as a whole was now well in hand".

(1) "Having heard this report and recognising that our men
cannot, and will not work in conjunction with O.MS.
we instruct that a, reply be sent to the gentlenmen named,
that we cannot agree to our men working under any form
of dual control"

(2) "W agree your action cancellation of permts endorsed.
Signed ... National Transport Commttee".
Dated May 7, 1926.



Page Seventeen

Negoti ations with the Co-operative Movenent. Friday May 7 -
Tuesday, May 11

It was the very success of the policy adopted that brought
new probl emns. In particular the staffs of retail co-operative
societies ceased work to a man and this meant that private
traders in a position to convey essential foods had a
handl e on the co-operative novenent. Thi s was nost notably
the case in Gateshead and Newcastl e where picketing was the
| east effective. Accordingly on Friday the strike comrittee
rel eased bread and mlk through the Newcastle Co-operative
Soci ety over the weekend, giving permits to 15 bread
vans and "a larger proportionate nunber of milk carriers”
for two days only. A sinilar arrangenent was nmade at Gateshead.

On Saturday evening the whol e question was di scussed at
great | ength. There was no food shortage in the outlying
villages but the very effectiveness of the picketing m ght
arouse sone alarnist fears which would be "only | ess serious
than an actual food shortage". The obvious course, it is noted,
woul d have been to provision the strikers through the co-operative
movenent from the very outset of the strike. But such a policy
coul d not be adopted because there had been no arrangenents
between the T.U. C. and the co-operative nmovenent, indeed
no understandi ng i nsofar as the directors of the CWS. had
before the strike issued a statenent refusing credits.

So there had been hand to nouth arrangenments weavi ng a way

t hrough the various instructions coming to district offices
fromunion head offices and the General Council. Then with the
abuse of permits and the entry of OMS. at the docks had cone
cancel lation of all facilities with the approval of head-
quarters. Now the committee had to contend with T.U.C
instructions on the one hand and |ocal feeling on the other

and between the two "to find a correct line of policy, and

that line once found, to pursue it steadily but carefully". (1)

(1) The conmttee had beconme aware of |ocal feeling at
a conference held on the Saturday norning attended by
167 del egates representing 28 councils of action,
52 strike committees, 4 Labour Parties and 3 Trades
Councils in the region. Here the main discussion centred
on the enbargo and its effect on the co-ops. There
was no excitement nor alarm st feeling but rather a
qui et determination to go on with the strike coupled with
recognition that this was the nost pressing problemon the
agenda.
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The decision eventually adopted was to send out telegrans
rel easing all food supplies in the possession of the retail co-
ops, and on Sunday nmilk supplies were simlarly rel eased
after discussion with the bodies concerned. But by now the
C.WS. directors were also demanding a lifting of the enbargo
as it affected them Though the strike conmittee synpathised
with the difficulties, and expressed readiness to seek a partial
solution, it was clear that "any general yielding on the question
of renoving the enbargo on food supplies was at the nonent
conpletely out of the question". Then cane a blow in the form
of instructions fromthe National Transport Conmittee to the
effect that all transport nen should be out with the exception
of those delivering bread and nm |k for Co-operative Societies to
their menbers (1) - instruction*; which effectively renoved the
di scretionary powers formerly held by the joint strike committee
and left it no room for negotiation.

When, therefore, the CWS. directors (Northern Board)
nmet the strike conmittee in Burt Hall again on Tuesday, My 11,
the secretary had to make clear to themthat the comittee
"was inpotent to afford them any further relief or to take
any further steps towards the progressive realisation of that
strategy which al one could guarantee nothing (anything) nore
than a favourable draw for the strikers".

The Governnent Takes the O f ensive

Meanwhil e it had becone clear that, when the strike
comm ttee refused co-operation and withdrew all permts, the
civil conmissioner would be faced with an acute situation.
The O.M S. organisation in the area, and other official bodies,
had proved incapable of maintaining supplies. Sir Kingsley
Whod' s approach to the strike committee had becone comon
property, having been nentioned in the House of Conmobns on May 6
by a | abour nmenber with the inplication that the civil conm ssioner
had been forced to approach the local strike comrittee for
assistance in maintaining supplies. This was altogether too near

(1) "National Transport Conmittee now instruct that all nen
engaged in Transport should now be on strike excepting men
enpl oyed by Co-operative Societies solely for delivering
Bread and M1k to their menbers. Qur Union nmenbers nust act
accordingly other Unions are instructed |ikew se. Local
Transport Committees have been informed of this instruction
Signed Bevin". Dated May 10, 1926.
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the bone and a government spokesman flatly denied that any

di scussi ons had taken place; a denial repeated nore explicitly
on May 10. (1) It was therefore clear that there would be

no nore negotiations fromthe conmissioner's side. Since it

was al so obvious that there would be no outright capitulation

to the strike committee which was pursuing the aim of bringing
all transport of supplies under its sole control, there

remai ned only one course open. In fact the strike conmittee
informed the intelligence departnment of the T.U C, by

t el ephone on Friday night, May 7, that it was believed there

had been a central governnmental decision to break down

pi cketing by force, or to institute provocation on a scale which
woul d, in the long run, provide an excuse for calling in
mlitary forces. (2)

There was not long to wait for confirmation of this view
Al ready on Saturday night the police conducted baton charges
in various localities? where there had not previously been any
friction. In Newcastl e, where there were such charges on
bot h Saturday and Sunday eveni ngs, eye w tnesses reported
that there was no apparent reason: "inoffensive citizens peacefully
passing through the main thoroughfare of the town were severely
cl ubbed and maul ed by the police", In a despatch to the CGenera
Council on Monday, May 10, the strike comittee reported that it
was sending a deputation to nmeet the chief constable because
"we must not have our people ridden down"; and pointing out
that its own efforts to avoid provocation and maintain order had to
be pursued without any sanctions "against disorder and overt
viol ence on the part of the legally constituted authorities".

(1) The Mners, 440n. It was these official falsehoods
whi ch pronpted publication of the strike committee's
detailed m nutes of the discussion.,

(2) Two days later the T.U C. Ceneral Council itself received
i nformati on that the cabinet had decided (a) to arrest al
the menbers of the council, (b) to call up the Arny
Reserve, (c) to rush through a bill repealing the
Trades Di sputes Act, thus making union funds liable
to seizure; this if the strike was not settled

within two days. So it was reported in "The Secret
Hi story of the General Strike" published in
Lansbury's Labour Wekly, Volume |1, No. 63, Saturday,

May 22, p. 5.
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On Monday reports of arrests and police intimdation
were conming in fromall parts of the region. "The nost
sensational arrest was that of WII| Lawther and Harry Bolton,
chairman of the Blaydon U.D. C who were charged under Regul ation
21 of the E.P.AJ", a regulation also used for "laying by
the police nore than 200 mners in .... Durham and
Nor t hunber | and”, (I) This sane day the conmittee reorganised
its work to the extent of setting up a Transport O fice and
a centralised system of despatch riders, to be used in
part to distribute the British Wrker, the official T.U C
paper whose Newcastle edition was finally issued for the first
time on May 11, the day before the strike was called off.

The report records that the strike conmttee put
its resources behind this initiative, but in fact "a stage
had now been reached when the committee could no |onger hope
for the effectiveness of its own strike policy. The
ground whi ch m ght have been covered in the seven days
fromthe comencenent of the strike was by this time irretrievably
| ost". But there was no cessation of activity and, though
it was rumoured that police action was bringing defections,
in fact all that happened was that sone brewers' draymen
returned to work on Tuesday. Then on Wednesday the second
line of defence was called and the engineers canme out on strike -
at the nost inportant single centre on the Tyne, El swi ck,
every man responded. This was a great success of strength
and "the situation on Wednesday, May 12, 1926, was one which
showed an advantage as conpared with the previous three days
of the week". Wth this sentence the report of the strike
committee ends, with nuch left unsaid,

An Assessnent

A reference to this report in the |latest book on the
General Strike remarks that there is apparent in it "the kind of
unjustified optimism that is a vital element in mlitant
movenents, and yet is also a dangerous and heady

(1) So the Strike Connnittee's report records. "The circumnstances
of this arrest certainly bear the marks of deliberate planning,
On Sunday the police, who were acconpanying a food lorry,
saw Lawt her and Bol ton outside a pub, and asked themto help
in food distribution. Lawt her, by the police story, asked
if they had a pernmit fromthe Chopwel |, Blaydon and Ryton
Council of Action, and suggested that the food should be
handed over to himfor distribution. After sone further argunent;,
both men were arrested. When the case was heard Lawt her and
Bol ton were accused of establishing a 'reign of terror' in the
district". Synmons, 131.
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tonic". (I) It is hard indeed to find evidence supporting
this judgnment in the report just sunmmarised. It is true
that it states at one point: "On Friday (Mawy 7) the success
of the general strike appeared conpletely assured. It was

clear to everyone that the O MS. organisation was unable to
cope with the task inposed upon it. The attitude of the
popul ati on was favourable to the strikers and unfavourable
to the governnent. There were no di sturbances the Trade

Uni oni sts mai ntai ned an al nost perfect discipline". But
this is a sober assessnent of the response to the strike call,
and of all-inmportant public reactions, nade noreover just after

the negotiations of the conmittee with Sir Kingsley Wod and
its firmsteps to gain control of food distribution.

The | ater sections of the report, however, indicate
that the conmittee, though acutely aware from the outset
that the ultimte success of the strike turned on control of
food supplies, were unable to pursue the tactics which could
have brought success in a trial of strength. They were unable
to do this firstly, as they point out, because of the total |ack
of preparation for the strike on the part of the Genera
Council, in particular the absence of any kind of agreenent or
arrangenments with the co-operative societies. Secondly, because,
havi ng taken resolute action in response to Sir Kingsley Wod's
attenpt to gain a degree of control in the docks and to abuse of
permts, and created the possibility of building up effective
strike committee control over food supplies, they were hanpered
by directions from headquarters which elininated freedom of
manoeuvre on this absolutely key front. Thereafter if the
committee abided by the T.U C.'s whole approach to the strike
situation - and it was their watchword that, where they had no
di scretionary power they nust "carry out the Trade Union
Congress decisions to the letter no matter how many m sgi vi ngs
they m ght have" - there was no course but to enjoin passive
def ence against a cal culated use of provocation and force on
the part of the governnent.

It would be nearer the mark to suggest that, because of
the very scope of the regional general council - which was
pl anned fromthe start as a direct response to the governnent's
regi onal conmm ssion fromthe workers' side - there was a high
degree of awareness of the real nature and course of the struggle
and so, too, of the total inadequacy of the General Council's
conduct of it. Such a recognition necessarily precluded easy

(1) Synons, 132.
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optimsmand the matter of the joint strike conmttee's
report, far frombearing witness to |ightheadedness, provides
evi dence of thoughtful and serious attenpts to introduce
measures relevant to the concrete situation within the

limts inposed,

If anything, there is an overtone of pessimsmat tine.
But it nust be recalled that this report enphasised weaknesses and
drew the |essons after the strike had been called off by
the T.U.C. Ceneral Council in face of the government threats
of repressivelegislation and reprisals. |In fact the officia
resort to direct action can itself be interpreted as an adm ssion
of defeat, or at the very least of acute anxiety as to the
outcome of the struggle. Naturally, it was not a question
of waiting until supplies actually broke down. (I) The poi nt
was what was likely to happen to the bal ance of power during
a second week of the strike, with the workers' organisations
just getting into their stride all over the country and fresh
forces conming into action. These were clearly not to be easily
broken - the strike was solid. Nor indeed were the ever broken
The governnment's salvation was that its threats broke the back-
bone of the T.U C |eadership in Eccleston Square, which, caught
between this fire and fear of the organi sed mass nmovenent,
succunbed to terns of peace w thout honour or safeguards.

The Aftermath

It has been recorded that when the T.U C 's retreat
became known in the north-east on May 12 and 13 it was received
"with incredulity which changed to fury. The Northern Light

said: "There is only one explanation for this treachery - our
| eaders do not believe in Socialisn; the Newcastle
Wor kers' Chronicle wote: "Never in the history of workers

struggle - with one exception of the treachery of our |eaders
in 1914 - has there been such a cal cul ated betrayal of working
class interests"; the Council itself said: "To hell with the

(1) Synons' argunent that the Strike Committee overestimated its
achi evenents rests alnost solely on quotations from the bl ackleg
press indicating that Newcastle presented an al nost nor mal
appearance - except for total absence of transport - and
that there was no appreciable shortage of foodstuffs,

"There does not seen to be any evidence ..that the Government. .
organi sati on broke down in any serious sense", p. 132.
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Constitution ... next tine we rmust not be unprepared'. (I)

Meanwhi | e the struggle had not ended. On Thursday,
May 13, WIIl Lawther and Harry Bolton (a J.P. as well as
chairman of Bl aydon U D.C, were tried at Gateshead County
Police Court and fined £50 for inposing a reign of terror in
the district, with the alternative of two nmonths' inprisonnment;
they chose the latter. There was a denonstration in support
of the accused of several thousands who sangthe Red Fl ag
outside the police court. Anong these was a contingent
from the nei ghbourhood of Chopwell, Blaydon, Ryton and Spen -
so that the story ends as it began with Chopwell and district.
On Saturday, May 15, the Northern Light, a bulletin published
by the local council of action, reported on the denonstrations
of Thursday and their sequel

"A band of 300 to 500 nen and wonen (and not 90

or 100 as stated by the lying capitalist press)

mar ched to Gateshead from Spen and Hi ghfield behind

the Victoria Garesfield M ners' Lodge banner. They

mar ched orderly into the town and settled thensel ves
round about the police court to patiently await the

result of the trial. This quiet gathering did not

suit the police and one officer in particular

did his best to cause trouble".

t he account continues:

"Seei ng what was brewi ng, and actually hearing sone
pol i cemen say they wished to be given orders to charge
the crowd, some of us did out best to keep order and
succeeded after the decision of the Court had been
given in persuading the denmonstrators to |eave for hone.
They had proceeded sone di stance al ong Askew Road,

on their way hone, when a body of policenen, l|ed by

a well-known inspector and sergeant at their head,
bearing the outward resenbl ance of gentlemen, went
behi nd the peaceabl e and innocent procession with their
brutally trained and uniforned bullies and bel aboured
unarmed people unnmerciful ly".

(1) Postgate, W/ ki nson and Horrabin, 68-9. The last two
were in the north-east just after the strike ended, where
they attended 11 "huge nass neetings" and met strike
commttees. E.WIkinson "Ten Days that Shook the Cabinet”
Lansbury's Labour Weekly, Volune 11, No. 63, p. 9.
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Bl ackl eg newsheets printed the lie: "that the denonstrators
had attacked the police, but the holl owness of this frail
excuse is exposed by the fact that not one policeman was injured,
but a dozen or so of our men with wounds bore testinony to
the brutality of the police. The powers that be are m staken
if they think tactics of this kind will crush our novenent.
VW nust get on with the fight and nake our organi sation better
for the next tinme".

There are al so specific charges of violence by the police
after arrests and again it is affirmed that such brutality
only hel ps "to strengthen our determnation to carry the
wor kers' cause to victory". An intervieww th those inprisoned
after sentence is described: "The nessage was, 'G@ onwth the
fight, let not the prisons daunt you'. That is their spirit.
Let it be yours".

Victimsation through the Laiw Courts

On Thursday, May 20, Edward WI son, aged 40, a mner,
appeared at Gateshead police court accused of contravening
Regul ati on 21 of the Emergency Regul ations by doing a certain
act likely to cause dissatisfaction anong the civil popul ation
by distributing a docurment known as the Northern Light - in fact the
nunber in which the extracts above occur, (lI) GCounsel for the
prosecution, M. Frank J. Lanbert, quoting these extracts,
rested his case on the argurment that the crowd at the trial of
Lawt her and Bolton was so hostile that: "the police had to
send fop reinforcenents and to formtheir nmen up for a baton
charge. There was this baton charge and it was a serious baton
char ge. Men were knocked out and so forth and others were |ocked up.
These nmen used serious threats to the police, while his (M.
Lanbert's) position, because he happened to be prosecuting in
the case, was such that he had to close his office - which was a
cow hardly thing to force anyone to do - because he was sinply
carrying out his duties as a | awer".

(I') These extracts are given in a very full report of Wlson's
trial which appeared in the Bl aydon Courier of Saturday, My
22, 1926, and was reprinted in Labour Monthly (June, 1926)
Subsequent quotations come fromthis newspaper report of
the trial.
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Quoting further extracts, including expressions of
determ nation not to be intimdated, counsel for the prosecution
stated that these men nust understand "that no one would be
allowed to over-ride the laws of this land; and if these nen
insistedin this course of action, so would the authorities
persist in their course of action, and they intended to neet force

with force". It was clear the nen were still detern ned
"to show that the Council of Action was the ruling authority
of Chopwell", There was only one true statenment in thepaper -

that every edition was eagerly awaited by the police. He

woul d quote what the paper thought about the police force:

"The lowest aimin life is to be a policeman. \When a policenman
dies he goes so low he has to clinb up a |adder to get into
hell, and even then he is not a wel cone guest".

Edward W son had been found carrying copies of the
Nort hern Light on the evening of Saturday, May 15, which he said
he wan selling for a penny. This mght not be viol ence but
clearly the council of action was "resorting to this nethod of

creating dissatisfaction anongst the civil popul ation”, (1)
Cast your minds back to the strike, counsel for the prosecution
exhorted, "the Council of Action was still carrying on in their

terrifying way" and the police could not find where the paper

was printed so that they could "raid the place and blot it

out altogether in the sane way as they hoped to be able to bl ot
out this so-called Council of Action". He appealed to the Court
for the safety of the people in the nei ghbourhood of Chopwell,

Bl aydon, Ryton and Spen, "as there was no doubt about it that they

(1) For the text of Regulation 21 of the Energency Powers Act,
Arnot. The General Strike, 157. It was only necessary for the
authorities to claimthat an action or publication was
likely "to cause dissatisfaction" to get a conviction.

"The superintendent of the local police assures us", recounted
Special Strike Bulletin No. 6 of the Sheffield District
Conmittee of the Conmmunist Party (May I1) "that any statenent
publ i shed, whether it be a statenent of fact or otherw se

if intheir opinion it gives cause for dissatisfaction

anongst the civil population then the E.P. A gives them

the power to suppress such publication". The sanme |ine

of approach was adopted towards sellers of papers, particularly
those whi ch escaped suppression (as did the Northern Light
anongst many ot hers) by changing the place of production

each night.
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were terrified to death" by nmenbers of this Council of Action
He asked the Court "now that they had got themin their hands
to "stanp themout . They were nmaking the lives of people in
the district "a perfect hell on earth".

At the outset counsel for the prosecution had stated
that the defendant was a nenber of the "Communi st League"
and now a police sergeant was called to nmake the sane point,
whi ch counsel for the defence pronptly refuted. The presiding
magi strate inquired whether he was "a Liberal, |ike nyself?"
H's client was a nmenber of the Labour Party, answered counsel
and thought he was acting in a lawmful way; he had never been
in a police court before and bore an unbl em shed character. The
Bench then retired and returned to record a unani nobus verdi ct
of guilty and a sentence of three nonths with hard |labour - a
sentence appreciably harsher than that neted out the previous
week - the chairman adding that if he had had his own way there
woul d have been an additional fine of

Postscript by R Page Arnot

"These sunmaries, with anple quotation, fromthe scarce
docunents that are now avail abl e, cannot, of their nature, give
all the background or the acconpanying incidents of that first
fortnight of May 26 on Tynesi de. Nevert hel ess they seemto
ne to conjure up a vivid picture of the General Strike in an
area where trade unions though |long established had earlier
been regarded as clinging to Liberal traditions. Nor had its
towns ever been a stronghold of any of the socialist societies,
such as the I.L.P. or the B.S. P. The Communi st Party was very
weak in nunbers and had few nmenbers outside Newcastle Gty.

But in parts of the coalfields north and south of the Tyne there
had ben strong radical sentinents and one or two |eft-wng
groups in sundry villages. O these Chopwell, where Karl

Mar x was being studied in educational circles, was outstanding.
But the only Communi st there on May 1, 1926, was a young |ad who
had joined the Communi st Party in his teens. (1)

(1) Three nonths later, in August 1926, | addressed
the Chopwell Communists on a hillside as no hall would
hold the 200 nenbers present.
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"The huge Lawther famly and their checkwei ghrmen
friends fromnei ghbouring pits exercised the nain influence.
Chopwel |, part of Bl aydon-on-Tyne, becane the focus from
which it was hoped to stimulate other villages, especially
if the regional plan did not succeed. That it did succeed was
due largely to Ebby Edwards and to Charles Flynn (in whose office
each day there gathered the special staff of volunteers
—including the munt ai neer-post M chael Roberts). O course none of
the detailed plans for sub-commttees suggested on
Tuesday, May 4 worked out exactly, and that was where the
vol unt eers cane in handy.

"But Bl aydm on-Tyne as far as Durham County was
concerned remai ned the stormcentre throughout. There, the
outstanding figure was Harry Bolton, J.P. Thi s veteran m ner
went back fromthe neeting on Sunday night, May 2, to Bl aydon,
where early next norning as Chairnan of the U D.C. he assuned
conpl ete authority. He went to the U .D.C. offices, went round
the nunmerous staff (including architects, nedical officials,
etc.), instructed those whomhe did not fully trust to take
their holidays that first fortnight of May - imediately -
and turned the remaining staff, offices and machi nery (including
the duplicator) into an organ of the General Strike, (I)

They did it with awill. And when things got too hot, the
duplicator was transferred under cover of night in a maternity
van to the first of the various hide-outs for the continued
production of the Northern Light. Responsible for its
contents was Steve Lawther, with a clear mlitant outl ook and
at that time a constant supporter and seller of Labour Monthly.

"The whol e epi sode showed the immense resources |atent
within the working class, given a clear line: and the fact
that everything had to be inprovised denonstrated this all
the nore”.

(I') These facts cane out in the local press at the tinme
and were referred to at the trial of Edward WI son -
it was known, said council for the prosecution, as
"The Bl aydon Scandal ".
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