FOREWORD

The present nunber of OQUR H STCRY di scusses the
rel ati ons between the trade unions and the Chart-
i st Movenent. H storians, in general, have
tended to underestinmate trade union support for
Chartismand Chartist understanding of and synp-
athy with trade unioni sm It is inpossible, in
alimted space, and when dealing with a limted
theme to give an adequate treatnent either of
trade union history or of general Chartist devel -
oprment in this period. The available materi al
has al ready had to be cut substantially, to fit
within the limted scope of OR H STCRY. Readers
who are not famliar with the historical back-
ground are recommended to read Chap.2 of THE

BRI Tl SH LABOUR MOVEMENT by A L. Mrton and George
Tat e.

CHARTI SM AND THE TRADE UNI ONS.

Thomas Cooper, a journalist who had begun his working |ife as a shoe-
maker, once went to report a Chartist meeting in Leicester. V&l Kking horme with
a group of Chartists after the meeting he was struck by the noi se of stocking-
frames which were still working although it was very late at night. He asked:
"And what rmay be the average earning of a stocking weaver" and was tol d: "About
four and si xpence". Cooper tells us: "That was the exact answer; but | had
no right conception of its neaning. | renmenbered that ny own earnings at a
handi craft had been | ow, because | was not allowed to work for the best shops.
Cooper replied: "The wages are not too bad when you are in work', but the
Chartists said: "Wat are you talking about? You nean four and si xpence a
day: but we nean four and sixpence a week." The anecdote is illumnating
since it shows that besides the 'two nations' into which England was divided
according to Disraeli's Sybil each of these was itself subdivided into groups
which knew little of one another.

The weavers came to | ook upon thenselves as a class of doomred mnen,
who had been abandoned even by their fellows who had gone to work in the
factories. At the sane time the wages of the power-loomweavers were
depressed by the existence of a vast arny of domestic workers, since they
knew only too well that if they asked for too rmuch there were others to take
their place.
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There were of course groups of skilled workers in London and
el sewhere whose standards were still relatively good, but they were
asnmall mnority of the working class and their position was very
precari ous. An apol ogi st of the manufacturers was obliged to admt
that male workers in the cotton mlls reached their naxi mum ear ni ngs
bet ween the ages of 31 and 36 and femal e workers between 36 and 4l ,
and few nule spinners were to be found at work after the age of forty.

These random exanpl es are given in order to illustrate the
point that the working-class during the industrial revolution was far
from honogenous. The econonic and social conditions of different
groups of workers differed w dely. It is inportant to understand
this if the different attitudes to trade unionismand to Chartism of
workers in different trades and industries at different times is to be
properly under st ood.

Trade Unionismhad ceased to be illegal in 1824. "Fromthat
day Labour became a power in Engl and" **. Lord Mel bourne, Home Secretary
and afterwards Prine Mnister in the Wig Gvernnent of the ReformBill,
wote on 26 Septenber 1831 to Sir Herbert Taylor, Private Secretary to
King WilliamIV: "Wen we first cane into office in Novenber |ast, the
Unions of Trades in the North of England and in other parts of the
country for the purpose of raising wages etc., and the General Union
for the same purpose, were pointed out to me by Sir Robert Peel in a
conversation | had with himupon the then state of the country, as the
nost formdable difficulty and danger with which we had to contend;
and it struck me as well as the rest of Hs Mijesty's servants in the
sane light".

The Trade Union Myvenent of 1830-4 was not a nere flash in the
pan, but was the cul mnation of a series of struggles which had gone
on since 1825, and had been preceded by earlier novenents during the
period of illegality. It is true that the General Consolidated Trades
Uni on had been joined by nany thousands of workers who joined such an
organi sation for the first and last tine in their lives, but there was

al so a core of experienced trade unionists. The col | apse of the Gand
Nat i onal Consol i dated Trades Union gave rise to all kinds of defeatist
noods. More deep reflection, however, showed that the real reason for

the defeats of 1834 was the failure of the workers to gain political
power, a lesson driven hone by the savage sentences on the Tol puddl e
Martyrs and the New Poor Law of the same year. This was not sonet hing
whi ch had been immedi ately grasped, for the rules of nobst unions forbade
the discussion of political and religious topics. These rul es had
partly been designed to safeguard the unions at a tinme when even econonic
activities were illegal, but they were also a survival fromthe epoch
when it was considered foolish and dangerous for poor nen to concern
thensel ves with politics. ly gradually was this prejudice broken
down, largely as the result of the activity of such pioneers as WIliam

*: Baines, Hstory of the Cotton Manufacture, p.437.

**: Frederick Engel s,' Trades Unions' in The Labour Standard, 28th Nay |88l .
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Lovett the cabinetmaker and Robert Hartwell, a conpositor who survived
to take a leading part in the agitation for the second ReformBill of
1867. These | eaders and others cane together in the London Vérking

Men's Associ ation of 1836, which established contact with simlar bodies
throughout the country and drafted the document known as the People's
Charter.

The ensuing twelve nonths were the scene of an ever-grow ng
agitation, culmnating in the meeting of the Chartist Convention in
London and the presentation of the National Petition to Parliament.

The petition was, however, rejected and the Convention was driven to
consideration of the question of what was to be done next. The
Chartist |eaders had no precedents for their guidance, since there had
never been an i ndependent mnovenent of the working class anywhere in the
wor | d. It is true that the previous ten years had seen two successf ul
agitations, for Catholic Emancipation and for the ReformBill, but the
cl asses which had | ed themwere now opposed to the Chartists. A section
of the Chartists, principally in Wales, were ready to resort to arns,
but this was hardly the attitude of the majority. The nost effective
policy seened to be that of a general strike or "Sacred Month" such as
had al ready taken place at dasgow in 1820 and whi ch had been actively
propagated by WIIiam Benbow of Manchester since 1832. The Convention
was greatly heartened by a letter from Newcastle dated July 12th, 1839.

TO THE SECRETARY OF THE CONVENTICN - SIR, —1 aminstructed
by the council of the Newcastle Political Union, to informyou that
nearly all the colliers in the North are laid in with a stern deter-
mnation on the part of the men not to comrence work again until they
have gained their rights. V¢ have done all in our power to try to get
themto wait for the commands of the Conventi on. The answer is,that
they have waited | ong enough for aught they have to expect fromtheir
tyrants. They add, 'V& are prepared to conmmence.' |In fact, they have
done so, for no sooner did the news of Dr. Taylor's arrest arrive, foll=
owed by that of Mesrs. Qollins and Lovett, than the strike comrenced,
and it has gone on increasingly until now There are nore than 25, 000
pitmen alone on strike, besides the town trades, who are in expectation
of your orders daily. It is earnestly requested that the time of strike
be not del ayed, but that it be put in force on Monday next, or the
consequences in this district will be dreadful to contenplate; and if
the Convention wish to retain the confidence of the people here, they
nmust speedily act. In expectation of a speedy answer, | am in haste,
etc.

P.S. Snce witing the above, | hear that ten nore of the
collieries have struck, with the aggregate anount of nen - namely
7,000". *

Encouraged by this nessage, the Convention voted on July 15th
to recommend a general strike to begin on August 12th and asked the

* Charter, July 211839.
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trade unions to co-operate.

It was, however, soon obvious that this could not be carried
out. Northunberland was exceptional in its mlitancy, and the "united
trades" were not ready to take action. Nor was the Convention itself
of one mnd, since the strike resolution had only been carried by
thirteen votes to six out of thirty menbers present, and not all the
thirteen were fromindustrial areas. Under the circunstances the
Convention thought it best on July 22 to rescind the call for a "Sacred
Mont h" and to call for token strikes "of two or three days, in order to
devote the whole of that tine to sol et processions and neetings". The
actual response was very vari ed. At Manchester a great neeting in the
Carpenters' Hall addressed by the Onenite | eader Lloyd Jones voted
against the strike, but in Bolton there was a general turn-out and a
denonstration on the Market Square which was dispersed by the police.
I'n Northunberland and Durham several thousand nminers struck but they
were rounded up by the police and sentenced by the Justices of the
Peace for breach of contract. On the whole the attenpt at a genera
strike was a failure; it was followed by the abortive Newport rising
and severe repression.

Qut of the arguments which followed the events of 1839 there
energed a general agreenent among Chartists that the old form of
or gani sati on handed down from previ ous novenents was no |onger adequate.
Instead of a Convention, conposed of del egates nom nated by | oca
Wor ki ng Men's Associ ati ons and endorsed by mass neetings which mght or
m ght not be representative, a nore centralised organisation was
required, and this was provided by the National Charter Association set
up at a del egate conference in Manchester in July 1840. This was the
first labour party anywhere in the world, and in many respects eat an
exanpl e to future generations.

The organisation grew steadily, and an address of the Executive
Council in February 1842 showed that 40,000 nenbership cards had been
i ssued, O these a large proportion were nenbers of trade unions,
though of course there were many trade unionists who were not Chartists
and some Chartists who were not trade unionists. An account by one
nmenber says that "the tact which the Chartists have displayed in con-
ducting their affairs was acquired in the same schools in which they
learned their political and economc creed - the trade unions", but
that "there is arule in nost Chartist Associations that those bel ongi ng
to themshall join in no agitation but for the Charter." *

A new feature was that besides the ordinary "localities" or
residential branches there were also "Chartist clubs" of workers in
particul ar trades. Thus Spitalfields had its "silk weavers' locality"
and Manchester the "Carpenters' Hall locality" conposed of workers in
the building trades. The nost active organiser of this activity was
Peter Mirray M Doual |, a native of Newton Stewart in Wgtownshire who
practised medi cine at Ransbottomnear Bury. "The Doctor", says the
Chartist historian Gammage, "was of an ardent fiery tenperanent, and
though natural |y possessing strong reflective powers, was inpulsive to

* Leeds Tinmes, January 1842,
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the last degree, and by no means deficient in courage.” Mre than any
of the Chartist |eaders he had an intimate know edge of the life and
problens of the industrial workers, and of the need to conbine trade
Lhionismwith the political struggle. This was the theme of his pro-
paganda anong the unions, both in his speeches and in the col ums of
"MDouall's Chartist Grcular and Trades' Advocate". Hs prestige is
shown by the fact that he headed the poll for menbers of the Executive
in 1841 and was again returned by an increased majority in the foll ow
ing year.

The harvest of 1841 had not been good and trade was now rapidly
gr owi ng wor se. There had been crises before, but no one could renem
ber such a crisis as now devel oped. Onh March 25th, 1842, the nunber
of paupers was officially returned as 1,427,187, and if the New Poor
Law had been enforced literally the workhouses woul d not have been | arge
enough to hold them Col onel Thonpson, a prom nent nenber of the Anti-
Cor n- Law League, published an article on "the Siege of Bolton", pronpted
by a visit to the rmarket place where minute quantities of meat were
being offered for a penny. At Stockport so nmany workers had been
evicted for inability to pay rent that one could see chalked on the walls
"Stockport to Let", and simlar scenes could be seen in other towns.
What was significant was that the crisis had involved the skilled
wor ker s. Cf 800 rul e spinners enployed in Stockport in 1835 only 140
were left in 1843, and outside the cotton industry matters were even
worse. H Ashworth, a prom nent menber of the League, estimated that
60%of the mllIworkers at Bolton were unenpl oyed but the percentages
for carpenters, bricklayers and stonermasons were 84, 87 and 66%
respectively.* It is not surprising that the Chief Constable of
Manchester reported, early in 1842, that many "tradesnen” were nowin
favour of the Charter, whereas few had been in 1839.

In July 1842 the Anti-Corn Law League held a Conference in
London, at which speeches were nmade whi ch mght have | anded a Charti st
in prison. Not only did the mayors of large towns of the North rise
inturn to state that if riots broke out they would not allow the
mlitary to fire on the crowd, but a speaker who called for the formation
in London of a Commttee of Public Safety to rouse the metropolis fromits
apathy inforned the audience that a friend of his, a 'gentleman'" had
informed himthat he was prepared, if the order was given, to assassinate

Sir Robert Peel. Though the speaker could not approve of the suggestion
of nmurder, he could not refrain fromobserving that on the day of Peel's
funeral very few tears would be shed."" It was generally believed

that mllowners were prepared to close their factories with a viewto
diverting the anger of the workers against the Government, and it seens
that both the League and the Chartists were trying to find out one
another's intentions.

* "Statistics of the present depression of trade in Bolton", in
Journal of the Statistical Society, V (1842), 74.

** Morning Chronicle, July 5, 1842: Mrning Herald, July 15, 1842.
Anti-Bread-Tax Grcul ar, August 11, 1842.
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THE SACRED MONTH.

By this time the initiative had been taken by the workers
thensel ves, in the formof strikes of the mners in Lanarkshire and
South Staffordshire, which were the culmnation of a | ong period of
agi tation and organi sati on. Oh August 13 the ''Northern Star”
published a letter fromJohn MLay, secretary to the mners' union
inthe @asgow district: "The average wages of the mners of coa
and iron vary from 1/7¥d to 2/5% for putting out one-third or
nore | abour than they did, one year ago, receive 4/-d a day for; and
at the same tinme could, in nany cases, get their noney when ear ned,
while now we go to our masters' store and take our |abour in goods;
or if the enployer has not a store, he, according to his | aws, nakes

us pay one penny for each shilling lifted before pay day". The
Northern Star commented: "W are glad the mners, |ike other trades,
have hoi sted the banner of the Charter. In the principles of that

i nval uabl e docunent nust centre all their hopes".

The decisive events, however, took place in the textile areas.
At the end of July there had been sone inproverment in trade, but at
this juncture three firns in Ashton and Stal eybri dge announced a
further reduction in wages. In the words of Rchard Pilling, |eader
of the Ashton weavers: "A roomthat would hold a thousand peopl e was
crammed to suffocation, and the whol e voi ce of the neeting was that
it was of no use trying to get up a subscription for others, but to
gi ve up. And that was just the way the strike began; it rose in a
mnute fromone end of the roomto the other: Whigs, Tories,
Chartists, shamRadicals, and others".*

Deputations fromthe weavers persuaded two of the firns to
take back the reductions but the third, Messrs Bailey and Co., told
their workers "if this did not please them they had better go and
play a bit." This proved the |ast straw and on Friday, August 5th,
the workers at Bailey's struck work and marched through the streets,
cheering O Connor, the Northern Star and the Charter. They were
joined by the operatives fromother factories and by the week-end
the whol e of Ashton was idle. G eat neetings were held which were
attended by shopkeepers and others as well as by weavers and a
denonstration at Mdttram Moor called for a general strike "until
the Charter becormes the law of the |and."”

On Tuesday, August 9th, a great procession of several thous-
and weavers and mners nmarched to Manchester, where they net with a
recepti on whi ch was unprecedented, and perhaps not quite what they
had expect ed. "The crowd was net on the way in Pollard Street by a
group whi ch included M. Maude, the stipendiary nagi strate, and
Col onel Wenyss, the comrander of the military, supported by a troop
of cavalry, a conpany of the 60th Rfles in reserve and the whol e of
the C division of police. This halted themfor half an hour, and
there was a parley between M. Maude and the | eaders of the crowd, who
told himthat no violence was intended and that, if allowed to proceed,
the crowd would follow a prescribed route. These assurances were

* State Trials, New Series, Vol 4, 1839-43.
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accepted , the cavalry were withdrawn to allow the crond to get away,

and M. Maude started to lead the crowd on the way it shoul d go.

What foll owed mght perhaps have been foreseen. The crowd broke up

into snall groups, and though soldiers and police denied to themcertain

obvi ous pl aces of neeting, they nanaged to reassenble in an open spot near

G anby Row. Here they were harangued by Chartists before they set

about goi ng round Manchester, turning out the workpeopl e. Their | eaders had
had told themnot to pillage, and they did not do so, though they denmanded

bread fromthe shops. In one or two places there were tussles, and at
one mll, that of Messrs. Birley, something like a regular siege took
pl ace. By Thursday it was calculated that nearly 130 cotton mlls and

per haps as many dyewor ks, machi ne shops, and foundries in Manchest er

were idle, affecting about 50,000 hands. The 'Trades' in Manchester
supported the strike and the Chartists, and the authorities, told the

mll owners that they could not be protected if they tried to restart
their mlls. Messrs Birley continued to work with about a third of

their people, but they were blamed for doing so, and i ndeed were rebuked
by a nagi strate, M. John Brooke, for causing a disturbance. It was
subsequently noted that M. Brooks was an em nent menber of the Anti- Corn-
Law League and Messrs. Birley were not nmenbers at all". *

O the whol e, the shopkeepers and niddl e classes adopted a friendly
or neutral attitude and opinion both at home and abroad was i npressed
by the fact that although one of the wealthiest commercial centres of
Engl and was in the hands of the workers for nore than a week, there was no
pi |l aging and hardly any di sturbance.

Much of the success of the strike was due to the support of the
skilled workers and above all of the engineers, a fact which has often
been m srepresented by later witers. Prominent in the novenment were
Robert Robi nson, Secretary to the Steam Engi ne Makers, and A exander
Hut chi nson, Secretary to the Friendly United Smths of Geat Britain and
I rel and. Oh the 11th a great crowd assenbl ed outside Nasnyth's engi n-
eering works in Patricroft. In Ganmage's words: "They gathered into a
mass, and held a neeting, which was addressed by a person nanmed Morrison.
It was proposed that a deputation should visit the various works and
request the hands to turn out; but an amendnent was carried that the
nmeeting shoul d proceed in a body for that purpose. They accordingly
proceeded to the works of M. Nasnyth, but found that the nen had gone
to breakfast; when they returned, a neeting took place between the two
bodi es. Those on strike requested the others to turn out. Morri son
told themthat although they mght think they were well off, the dis-
tress would ultinately reach them and that if they did not turn out
quietly, they would bring such a force as woul d conpel them 'Vé are
cone' said one, 'V@ are cone, like a clock, to give you warning before
we strike; and you nay consider that you have warning,"' They were told
by the foreman of the works that the nmen shoul d cease working." On the
sane day the strike spread to Bolton, where the magi strates who were
nmenbers of the Anti-Corn-Law League nmade no resistance, and to Stockport
where there was a riot caused by an attenpt by the strikers to denolish
t he wor khouse,

* GKitson Qark,"Hunger and Politics inl842", in The Journal of Mbdern
H story, Vol.XXV, No. 4. Decenber 1953.
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Everyone therefore was in favour of the strike but there was
considerable difference of opinion as to its object. e section
wi shed to see a strike for the Charter while another woul d have been
satisfied with "a fair day's wage for a fair day's work, or nore
specifically "the wages of 1840". The natter was considered by the
"five iron trades”, in other words the United Trades Associ ati on,
whi ch had been set up at the instance of A exander Hutchinson in 1840
to conprise the "Five Trades of Mechanism viz., Mechanics, Smths,
Moul ders, Engineers, and MIIwights" and whi ch was the best organi sed
group of workers in Manchester. They forthwith established contact
with the other unions and on August 11th and 12th a conference of
eighty delegates net in the Carpenters' Hall. The Conference
decided to put forward the Charter as the aimof the strike but to
seek endorsenent froma wi der area. They accordingly issued a nani -
festo which was printed in large red type and placarded on the walls
of Manchester:

"Justice, Peace, Law and O der!

"W, the del egates of the various trades, having been duly
and legally elected by our various trades, have again met in sol emn
conference, enpowered by our constituents to watch over and to guard
the interests of the people, do nost earnestly inplore you not to be
| ed astray by the nachinations of your enemes, but remain firmin
your purpose to uphold your just rights, as set forth in the Carpenters'
Hall on the 11th and 12th inst. Ve call upon you to be pronpt in the
el ection of your delegates to the great Del egate Conference which will
be held on Monday, August 15.

"V¢ nost sol ermly pl edge ourselves to persevere in our exertions
until we achieve the conplete emancipation of the working classes from
the thral dom of nonopoly and class legislation by the |egal establishment
of the People's Charter. The trades of Geat Britain carried the Reform
Bill. The trades of Great Britain shall carry the Charter.”

The conference assenbl ed punctually on the norning of Mnday the
15th and sat for two days, w th A exander Hutchinson as President and a
certain Charles Stuart as Secretary. Thousands of workers lined the
streets outside the hall and as the del egates fromeach town arrived they
were greeted with resoundi ng cheers. Credentials were carefully
exam ned and the del egates proceeded to busi ness. Many of them spoke
at considerable length but it was evident that the partisans of a purely
economc strike were very much in the mnority. A telling speech was
made by the delegate fromPatricroft, who said that his constituents
woul d not have been interested in an economc strike since they were
armongst the highest paid workers in the country, but a contest for
political liberty was an entirely different matter. (n Tuesday norni ng
the vote was taken, the nost reliable account being that of the
Northern Star of August 20th: "O the eighty-five del egates, fifty-eight
declared for the Charter; seven for naking it a trades' contest;
ni neteen to abide the decision of the neeting; and one, the representa-
tive of the stonenmasons of Manchester, stated that his constituents were
individually for the Charter, but that he had no instruction fromthem as
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a body, and could net therefore pledge themto any precise course
of action." The resolution adopted was: "That this neeting
reconmend the people of all trades and callings to forthwith cease
work, until the above docunent becomes the [aw of the |and."

In the neantinme the strike had spread far beyond Lancashire.
For fifty nmiles around Manchester not a stroke of work was done
except flour-nmilling and the gathering of the harvest, although in
some places the strike comittees allowed work in hand to be finished
before closing the factories. There was very little violence but
the strikers generally raked out the fires fromunder the boilers
and renoved the plugs to prevent them fromre-starting, whence
the novenent was sonetinmes nicknamed the 'Plug Plot'. The scenes
whi ch took place were however unparallelled until the Genera
Strike of 1926 and the "more | oons" struggle of 1932. Col ums  of
men and wonen narched fromtown to town, sometinmes carrying heavy

sticks and often singing hymms. The strikers from Burnley marched
to Bacup and Todnmorden and then crossed the Pennines into the West
Ri di ng where a general stoppage took pl ace. On August [4th a great

denonstration took place on Bradford Moor, and on the next day

t housands of nmen and wonen, nany of them badly clad and barefoot,

mar ched to Halifax, Qutside the town they were nmet by a party of
troops. The Riot Act was read and the crowd was called upon to

di sperse. The sol diers called upon the wonen to "Go home", to
which they replied: "W have no honme! Shoot if you dare!" and
struck up the "Union Hymm". Many arrests were nmade, but a further
denonstration of 15,000 workers took place the followi ng day, at

whi ch the wonen took a | eading part and called upon the nen to storm
the prison."” By this time the strike had spread from Aberdeen to
South Wales and the mnes were stopped throughout the country.

The CGovernnent was now thoroughly al ar ned. They had of
course plenty of experience in dealing with home-made plots and
attenpts at armed insurrection, but general strikes were wthout
precedent, and they were greatly disquieted both by the spread of
the strike and by the failure of the Manchester magistrates to
cope with it. On Saturday, August 13th, the Prinme Mnister wote
to Queen Victoria: "Sir Robert Peel presents his hunble duty to
your Majesty, and is sorry to be under the necessity of troubling
your Majesty so suddenly, but he is sure your Majesty will excuse
hi m for making any proposal to your Mijesty which the public
service may render requisite.

"The accounts received this nmorning from Manchester with
regard to the state of the country in the nei ghbourhood are very
unsati sfactory, and they are confirmed by the personal testinmony
of magi strates who have arrived in London for the purpose of making
representations to your Majesty's servants on the subject.

"A Cabinet has just been held, and it is proposed to send a
battalion of Guards by the railway this evening. The |I6th of August

H Schluter, Die Chartistenbewegung, New York 1916, p.306.
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(Tuesday next) is the anniversary of a conflict which took place
in Manchester in the year 1819 between the Yeomanry Cavalry and
the populace, and it is feared that there may be a great assenbl age
of persons riotously disposed on that day.

"Uhder these circunstances it appears desirable to your
Maj esty's confidential advisers that a proclanation shoul d be
i mredi ately i ssued, warning all persons agai nst attendance on
tumul tuous neetings and against all acts calculated to disturb
the public peaces. It is necessary that a Council should be held
for the issue of this proclamation, and inportant that it shoul d
arrive in Manchester on Mnday." *

Parliament havi ng been prorogued on August 12 the Cabi net
coul d proceed w thout being troubled by fear of too nuch criticism

The dreadful bogey conjured up by the Tory back-benchers
of a coalition between the Chartists and the Anti-Corn-Law League
obviously affected their mnds, for they issued a warrant to the
Home Cffice to open the letters of two M Ps, Dunconbe and Cobden,
bet ween August |8th and 20t h. As regards Dunconbe they probably
did not find anything which they did not know before, but they nust
have been greatly heartened by reading a letter fromR chard Cobden
witten on August | 6th to his brother Frederick, who was then in
busi ness in Manchester and whom he suspected of being a weakling:
"Depend upon it, nothing can be got by fraternizing with trades
uni ons. They are founded upon principles of brutal tyranny and
nonopol y. I would rather live under a Bey of Algiers than a
Trades Commttee." **

Encouraged by the Governnment fromthe rear the Lancashire
magi strates were now enbol dened to act. The initiative was taken
at Preston, where the enpl oyers had | ong been known for their con-
sistent opposition to trade uni onism Ever since 1810 the cotton
Spinners' unions had tried in vain to organise the town and as late
as 1860 it was said: "applications for an increase in wages are
sonetimes granted el sewhere, in Preston never." It is not surprising
that it was at Preston where the Mayor called upon the troops to fire
on a procession of strikers, four of whomwere kill ed. The Bl ackburn
magi strates followed the exanple of Preston and i mrediately after the
Manchester trade uni on conference had passed the Chartist resolution
the police forced their way into the hall and gave the del egates ten
mnutes to disperse. Onh the I5th the troops had fired on the
strikers at Hanl ey, where violent disturbances took pl ace.

Despite the fact that the rank and file of the strikers on
their own initiative had raised the slogan of the Charter neither
the full-time Executive of the National Charter Association which
sat in Manchester nor the editorship of the Northern Star in Leeds
had shown narked initiative in the matter, and Canpbell, the
Secretarytothe NC A had gone to London for sone purpose which is
not clear. For sonme time past, the N C A had been naki ng arrange-

* Letters of Queen Victoria, Vol. I. pp 528-9
** Mrley's Life of Cobden, 1903 edition, p.299.
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nments for a national conference in Manchester on August |6th, the
anni versary of Peterloo, to unveil a nmenorial to Henry Hunt and al so
to discuss questions of organisation, and everything had been going
on quietly, according to plan. What happened is told by Thonas
Cooper, the fanous Mdl ands | eader, who had | eft Hanley to avoid
arrest and had wal ked to Oewe to catch the train to Manchester.

He found a carriage occupi ed by Canpbell and other del egates, and
when the train drewinto Manchester they were surprised by the
absence of the custonary cloud of snoke over the city, a phenomenon

whi ch was not seen again until 1926. "Not a single mll at work"
sai d Canpbel |, "something nust cone of this and sonething nmighty
serious too." On arriving in the city they found it flooded with

troops, and the problemof finding a meeting place was serious.
The only help cane froma mnister of the Bible Christian church
(an of fshoot of the Swedenborgians), the Rev. James Schol efi el d,
and the conference assenbled on the night of the 17th in the Round
Chapel at Ancoats, about forty del egates being present.

Al thought of the original agenda was |eft aside and only
one thought was uppernost in the mnds of those assenbl ed. After
the reports fromvarious places had been given, M Douall, on behal f
of the Executive, noved a resol ution pledging the conference to
support and extend the strike. This was Seconded by Cooper, full
of excitement after his experiences in Hanley, in a fiery speech
He declared that a peaceful general strike was an inpossibility and
called on the conference to nobilise the people for revolt agai nst
the CGovernnent. The opposition to this came fromH I, editor of
the Northern Star, who declared that the whol e novenent had been
fonmented by the Anti-Corn-Law League and that the Chartists shoul d
not fall into the trap. He only received six votes, but one of them
was that of Harney, who had al ways been | ooked upon as a revol utionary
of the extreme Left. The view of the majority of del egates was
probably represented best by O Connor, who supported M Doual | but
did not endorse Cooper's arguments, on the ground that: "V¢ are not
here to tal k about fighting. W are net to consider and approve
the resolution of the trades." The conference passed the resol ution
and instructed the Executive to issue a nmanifesto which was drawn
up by MDouall and is worth quoting at sone |ength:

"Brother Chartists - The great political truths which have
been agitated during the late half century have at |ength aroused
the degraded and insulted white slaves of England to a sense of
their duty to thenselves, their children, and their country. Tens
of thousands have flung down their inplenents of |abour. Your
taskmasters trenble at your energy, and expecting nasses eagerly
watching this the great crisis of our cause . . =

"Nature, CGod, and reason, have condemmed the inequality, and
in the thunders of a people's voice it nust perish for ever. He
knows that | abour, the real property of society, the sole origin of
accunul ated property, the first cause of all national wealth, and the
only supporter, defender, and contributor to the greatness of our
country, is not possessed of the sane | egal protection which is given
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to those lifeless effects, the houses, ships, and nachinery which

| abour have al one created. He knows that if |abour has no protection
wages cannot be upheld, nor in the slightest degree regul ated unti
every workman of twenty-one years of age and of sane mind is on the same
political |evel as the enpl oyer. He knows that the Charter woul d
remove, by universal will expressed in universal suffrage, the heavy

| oad of taxes which now crush the exi stence of the |abourer, and
cripple the efforts of comerce; that it woul d give cheap government
as well as cheap food, high wages as well as | ow taxes, bring happi-
ness to the hearthstone, plenty to the table, protection to the old,
education to the young, permanent prosperity to the country, |ong-
continued protective political power to | abour, and peace, bl essed
peace to exhausted humanity and approvi ng nations; therefore it is
that we have solemmly sworn, and one and all declared, that the gol den
opportunity noww thin our grasp shall not pass away fruitless, that
the chance of centuries afforded to us by a wise and all -seei ng God,
shall not be lost; but that we do now universally resol ve never to
resune | abour until labour's grievances are destroyed, and protection
assured to ourselves, our suffering wi ves, and hel pl ess children, by
the enactnent of the People's Charter.

"Engl i shrmen, the bl ood of your brethren reddens the streets of
Preston and Bl ackburn, and the nurderers thirst for nore. Be firm-
be courageous - be nen. Peace, |aw, and order, have prevailed on our
side; let thembe revered, until your brethren in Scotland, \Wales
and lIreland, are informed of your resolution; and when a universa
holiday prevails - which will be the case in eight days - then of
what use will bayonets be against public opinion? Wat tyrant can
then live above the terrible tide of thought and energy which is now
flowi ng fast under the guidance of nan's intellect - which is now
destined by the Oreator to elevate Hs peopl e above the reach of want,
the rancour of despotism and the penalties of bondage. The trades -
a noble, patriotic band - have taken the lead in declaring for the
Charter. Fol | ow their exanpl e. Lend no whip to rulers wherewith
to scourge you. Intelligence has reached us of the w de spreadi ng of
the strike, and noww thin fifty mles of Manchester every engine is
at rest, and all is still, save the mller's useful wheels, and the
friendly sickle in the fields.

"Countrymen and brothers - Centuries may roll on, as they have
fl eeted past, before such universal action may again be displ ayed.
V¢ have nmade the cast for liberty, and we nust stand |ike men the
hazard of the die. Let none despond; let all be cool and watchful,
and, like the bridesnmaids in the parable, keep your |anps burning;
and |l et your continued resolution be like a beacon, to guide those
who are hastening far and wide to foll ow your mrenorabl e exanpl e.
Brethren, we rely on your firmess. Cowar di ce, treachery, wonmanly
fear, would cast our cause back for half a century. Let no nan,
worman, or child, break the solemm pledge; and if they do, may the
curse of the poor and starving pursue them They deserve sl avery
who madly court it. Qur rmachinery is all arranged, and your cause
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will in three days be inpelled onward by all the intellect that we

can sumon to its aid. Therefore whil st you are peaceful, be firm
whil st you are orderly, nmake all be so |ikew se; and whilst you | ook
to the I aw, remenber that you had no voice in making it, and are
therefore slaves to the will, the law, and the price of your nasters.
Al'l officers of the Association are called on to aid and assist in the
peaceful extension of the novenent, and to forward all nonies for the
use of the del egates who may be expressed all over the country.
Strengthen our hands at this crisis; support your |eaders, rally round
our sacred cause; and leave the decision to the God of justice and of
battle."

Very little however was done to carry this resolution into effect.
The Executive and the conference dispersed and O Connor (who was not
a menber of the Executive) went to London where on the |18th he and
Dunconbe addressed a neeting in Lincoln's Inn Fields. The Chartists
had in fact thrown the responsibility back on to the trade unions,
whi ch had no central body and had made no arrangenents for organising
the strike. Many wor kers had believed that the Anti-Corn-Law League
was really on their side, and the fraternisation of the first two
weeks had not prepared them for the repression which foll owed. The
di vi sions anpbng the Chartist |eaders increased the confusion. Harney's
attitude was bewildering to those who had idolised him and nany coul d
only explain it by the supposition that he had been bribed by the
Government, of which there is not the slightest proof. The real truth
seens to be that his revolutionary ideas had been derived partly from
readi ng of the French Revolution and partly fromhis contact with the
unorgani sed sil k-weavers and m ners, but that he had no real grasp of

i ndustrial conditions. Wien speaking at Sheffield he was questioned
on his attitude to the strike and said: "O Connor is in favour of the
strike and | am against it". Six unions in Sheffield voted for a

strike and seven agai nst, and as a consequence there was no strike. Nor
does the subsequent career of Cooper suggest that he was a responsible
revol utionary. The only Chartist |eader who seens to have had a thorough
grasp of the issues at stake was M Douall, who by hinself was unable to
bring about a fundamental change.

By this time the inherent weakness of the strike was evident. The
uni ons had entered the struggle w thout any funds, the Ashton weavers
having only had 20/- in their treasury, and their credit was soon ex-
haust ed. Nor had the strike been effective all over the country. It
was true that the fact that the small workshops in London, Birm ngham
and Sheffield had not been closed nade very little difference, but a
much nore serious weakness was the failure to stop the railways, which
were manned by a small group of hand-pi cked workers and where trade
uni oni sm was conpl etely banned. This was of decisive inportance,
since the railway conpanies put their facilities at the disposal of
the Governnent for the transport of troops. * This placed a trenmen-
dous weapon in the hands of the Government since the |ines between the
mai n cities had now been conpl eted, which they had not been in 1839*

*F. C. MNather*"The Railways, the Electric Tel egraph and Public Order during the
Chartist Period, 1837-8 in History, February 1953.
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In some places the strikers tried to tear up the railway |ines and
one electric tel egraph was denolished, but the conmunications were

too well guarded to be exposed to serious damage. The attenmpt to
win over the troops which had been made by WIliam Rider in 1839
was not repeated and they renmined inpervious to propaganda. It

is true that many of the soldiers were Irish and had gri evances of
their own but O Connell was able to boast that he had kept the
Irish people aloof fromthe Chartist agitation.

The workers were thus forced to adnmit defeat and on August
20 the police allowed another trade union conference, which reco-
mrended a return to work, to take place. It has been cl ained that
this was all due to O Connor: "Suddenly, a week | ater, when trades
as far north as Aberdeen were considering joining the strike, he
swung round. He denounced the strike in the Star, and decl ared he
woul d stop it. It had failed in Manchester; it was bound to be
defeated; it was an Anti-Corn-Law plot. The effect of this was to
shatter a nmovenent that was al ready weakening at the centre. The
strike ended as soon as the Northern Star was put on sale.” * This
ignores the fact that the Northern Star nerely endorsed the decision
of the conference on August 20, and it also ignores a letter from
M Doual | which was published in the sane issue. M Doual | said that
the occasion was not ripe for a revolution, because the niddle
cl asses were opposed to it and the workers thenselves were divided
On the other hand the Chartists were bound to have supported the
strike, since to have opposed it would have benefited the | andl ords
while to have stood aside would have played into the hands of the
League.

Nor is it true that the strikes canme to an end automatically
on August 27. It was not until Septenber 26 that a correspondent
from Manchester was able to report to the North of England Magazi ne
that: "The turn-outs, with the exception of the Bolton spinners,
have resunmed their occupations w thout any advance of wages, in sone
i nstances, indeed, under a trifling reduction.” Thi s, however, was
not wholly true, as a perusal of the Northern Star and Tinmes will
show. Thus in October it is reported that about half the enployers
in Ashton had taken back reductions in wages while the factories
bel onging to others were still stopped. In the Lothians many
m ners had secured the rate of wages paid before the reductions and
were paying a levy to help those still on strike. Qher mners in
Scotland were still on strike in the spring of 1843, one of those
who was victimsed for his activities being Al exander Macdonal d, who
became one of the first labour MPs in 1874.

From the short-term point of view, however, the exhaustion
of the workers led to a heavy defeat. On the whole the enpl oyers
refrained fromusing their advantage to the extent that they did in
1926 and the spokesnmen of the Anti-Corn-Law League claimed that
there was very little victimsation. Repression by the Government
was however, very severe, over 1500 Chartists being arrested
i ncluding O Connon, the Rev. Scholefield, Richard Pilling, Thomas

* GD.H Cole and Raynond Postgate: The Common People 1746-1938, p. 285
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Cooper and many ot hers. It is, however, significant that the
first arrest of a prominent Chartist, that of O Connor, only took
pl ace when the strikers had gone back.

Wth the consent of the other nmenbers of the Executive
M Doual I, who was regarded as nost seriously conprom sed, went
into hiding and after many hair-breadth escapes succeeded in
reachi ng France. On one occasion, says Cammmge, "he was going
into Manchester, and called at a house on the way, where he saw
the Northern Star portrait of hinmself hangi ng against the wall;
he was dressed in a short dirty working jacket, and a cap, and
his graceful |ocks were turned up out of sight. He asked his
host ess how she dared have the portrait of such a man in her house.
Her reply was encouragi ng. Pulling off his cap, his hair fel
down, and the woman recogni sed himat once. |In order with greater
security to continue the journey, he prevailed upon the woman, who
was in her working dress, to acconpany him he could not, however,
on this occasion escape the eye of one of the police whom they net
on the road. The woman | ooki ng back after passing himthe police-
man beckoned her to him and advised her to get her conpani on out
of the way as soon as she could, for the next policeman they net
m ght not be so friendly."

When the trial of the arrested Chartist |eaders took place,
O Connor conducted his own defence. Hi s object was to establish
that the strike had not been prepared beforehand, that it had been
of a peaceful nature and that it had been condoned by the Anti- Corn-
Law League. On the whole the wi tnesses whomhe called bore out his
case whereas those for the Gown cut a poor figure, and sonme of the
evidence elicited did not nuch tend to the credit of the League. Wen

Ri chard Pilling gave his description of the sufferings of the opera-
tives many persons burst into tears and the Attorney-Ceneral went out
of the court in some enbarrassnent. The case agai nst seven of the

def endants was abandoned during the course of the trial and twenty-one
were acquitted by the middle-class jury after a trial of eight days.
The jury acquitted another sixteen defendants on charges of sedition
and conspiracy but found themguilty on the fourth count: 'That they
turmul tuously and unl awfully assenbl ed together, and forced certain
peaceabl e subjects to Ieave their occupations, with intent thereby

to cause terror and alarm and by neans of such terror and alarm
unlawfully to cause certain great changes to be made in the consti -
tution of this realm"”

Feargus O Connor and fourteen others were found guilty on
the fifth count: "that the defendants did endeavour to excite her
Maj esty's liege subjects to confederate, and to |eave their severa
enpl oynents, and to produce a cessation of |abour throughout a
large portion of this realm” On this point however the |earned
judge expressed sone doubt as to whether by law it was an offence
and said that this was a point which nmust be decided by the Court

of the Queen's Bench. In actual fact O Connor and the other
def endants were never called to appear in the Court of Queen's Bench
and no judge was found to pronounce on the illegality of genera

strikes until M. Justice Astbury in 1926.
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THE TRADE UN ON REVI VAL.

The failure of the general strike caused a | arge section of
the workers to lose faith in the Chartists and in political action
generally. Thus on Septenber 2nd 1842 a vote of censure was noved
by the Manchester No. 1 branch of the Steam Engi ne Makers on Robert
Robi nson for his "inpropriety of conduct during the Late Excitenent”
and four days later the rule was laid down that no nenber could claim
donation benefit for being out of work due to "any Political or
Popul ar Movenent" though the Society did issue a circular asking for
voluntary subscriptions to help those who were inprisoned or unenpl oyed. *

But this type of reaction was by no neans universal and the
continuing Trade Unhion support for Chartismhas been greatly under-
estimated, as has the degree of understanding of the trade uni ons
shown by O Connor. Wen trade revived and withit the trade union
nmovenent, the first initiative was taken by the mners. Al though
they had gained very little out of the general strike of 1842 it had
been the first time in history when the mners throughout the country
had taken part in a national struggle, an experience which was not
repeated until 1893, and they had acquired a new confidence in their
own strength. The date of the foundation of the Mners' Association
of Geat Britain and Ireland, the first national organisation of its
kind, is Novenber 7th 1842 (not 1841 as clained by the Webbs) **.

O Connor di spl ayed great interest in the union fromits begi nning and
it was on his advice that the Association appointed the fanous
Chartist solicitor WlliamProwing Roberts as its |egal adviser.

O Novenber 23, 1844, O Connor announced the renoval of the
Northern Star fromLeeds to London and the change of its title to
the Northern Star and the National Trades Journal . "In London" he
wote, "The Star will be the means of rallying the proper machinery
for conducting the Registration Mvenent - the Land Movenent - the
Nati onal Trades' Movenent - the Labour Mverent - and the Charter

Moverent . Fromnow on the paper was intinmately linked with the
trade unions and becarme the official organ of many of them O Connor
wote: "I invite you to keep your eye steadily fixed upon the great

Trades' Moverrent now nanifesting itself throughout the country, and |
woul d inplore you to act by all other trades as you have acted by the
Col liers. Attend their meetings, swell their nunbers, and give them
your synpathy; but upon no account interpose the Charter as an
obstacle to their proceedings. Al labour and | abourers nust unite;
and they will speedily discover that the Charter is the only standard
under which they can successfully rally: but don't interpose it to
the interruption of their proceedings." ***

* James B. Jefferys' The Story of the Engi neers 1800-1945, p. 22

** Statenent by John Hall, the mners' secretary, 'Report by the
Comm ssioner to inquire into the state of the population in the
Mning Dstricts; 1847, p.14.

**'Northern Star, 16 Novenber 1844.
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At the same tine he warned agai nst the dangers of a narrow
craft policy which would isolate certain sections of the working
class. By this time a group of unions had come into being which
were successfully pursuing a craft policy and were draw ng away from
politics and even from other trade unions. It nust however be
remenbered that this tendency though growi ng was not yet domi nant
in the unions. The Webbs gave great attention to the unions which
they have cited precisely because they built stable organisations,
whi ch survived and they did not give so nuch attention to the
struggling societies whose proceedings are to be found in newspapers
rather than in minute books. O Connor was quite alive to the
problem "By union, and by union al one, can the 'poor oppressed’
contend against the injustice of the 'rich oppressor’'. And let not
the printers, if well paid, suppose that any injustice against the
tailors, if badly paid, will not sooner or |ater come hone to their
own door s! Let not the spinners, if better paid than the handl oom
weavers, lose sight of the fact that a 'surplus' of handl oomweavers
will constitute a reservoir for the masters to fall back upon, as a
nmeans of reducing the wages of the spinners. Let not the bricklayers
i magi ne that a reduction in the wages of their |abourers will not be
followed by a reduction in their own wages. A blow successfully
struck at one order of labour wll as successfully wound all others."
These sentinents were appreciated by the | ower-paid workers and we
read that when in 1843 O Connor visited Aberdeen he was received by
the United Bakers in their full |odge attire, consisting of 'rich
pink nmuslin suits with splendid turbans.”

Two exanmples,fromlater years, may illustrate the continued
trade uni on support for the Charter.

On April 10th, 1848, the day on which the Charter was once
again presented to the Commons, John Bright also presented a petition
froma del egate conference representing 6,000 Manchester workers which
called for the Six Points of the Charter, a reduction in the hours of
wor k, local boards for the regulation of wages and the abolition of
prinogeniture and entail

Anong the del egates to the last conference in 1858 which buried
the National Charter Association were representatives of the London
buil ding trades, then preparing for the great Nine Hours' struggle, and
of the West End Boot mekers. A historian tells us that: "The list of
those who took part in the discussions did not include any proni nent
m ddl e-cl ass radicals but it contained many who worked in and with the
Trade Uni on Manhood Suffrage and Vote by Ballot Association (forned
in the sutmmer of 1862) and the Reform League of 1865. Representatives
from several London trade societies were present, including, in their
private capacity, WIlliamAlan and WIIliam Newton of the Engineers".*

* John Saville's Ernest Jones: Chartist. p. 68
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