Papandreou: lost confidence

Grecian Turn

The national elections in June
produced a new balance of poli-
tical forcesin Greece. The con-
servative party, New Democr a-
cy, won 44.2%% of thevote, but
under recent electora reform
which introduced an dement
of PR, failed to win an abso-
lute mgjority of parliamen-
tary seats.

Andreas Papandreou's soc-
iaist party, Pasok, in office
since 1981, came second with
39%, whilethe'Alliance of the
Left and Progress' won 13%.
The latter Is a codition
formed a few months before
the eections between the tra-
ditional Communigt Party
(KKE), the small party of the
'‘Greek Left' (EAR), small
centrist parties and social-
democratic politicians and ex-
Pasok ministers. EAR was
set up two years ago after the
split from the Eurocommun-
ist party 'KKE Interior' by
those in it who advocated the
abandonment of a specifically
communist ideology.

New Democracy is the big
winner, having nov managed
to form a short-term govern-
ment with the support of the
Left Alliance. What both
wings of the government

For the firgt time in Greek
history, the Right appears as
the guarantor of the democra-
tic functioning of state insti-
tutions. The danger for the
Left Alliance is that by en
dorsin? New Democracy as a
credible agent of democrat-
isation, it may help increase
its and its success
at the next eection.

The dilemma for the
Alliance would have arisen
had it chosen to support a
Pasok government, thereby
providing legitimation for a
party which during its eight
yearsin office applied conser-
vaive policies and became
associated with corruption
and scandalsin manysF eres
of public and politicd life.

Pasok frustrated the expec-
tations of those who in 1981
saw in it a political force for
real radical change in Greek
society. But the Left did not
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benefit from Pasok's decline
and has proved incapable of
halting the conservative shift
in Greek society.

There are nov two clear
strands on the Left. One is
represented by the parties of
the Alliance, which in an
attempt to avod eectora
haemorrhage have formed a
codition with manifestly re-
formigt orientation. For KKE
in particular, the cregtion of
the Alliance expresses its
attempt a modernisation and
growing adherence to the
Gorbachev line, and enablesit
to side-step oppodtion within
its own ranks to this stance.
Indeed, an 'ideologicd truce'
was necessary for  the
Alliance to be possible, given
itsinclusion of diversepalitic-
a forces. The two main poli-
tical targets identified in its
programme are firstly, mod-
e_rnisgcti(t)]n and demo((j:ratisa-
tion of the economy and state;
and secondly, the co-manag-
ement of state powe.

The other strand in the Left
is represented by a few small
parties such as KKE Interior-
Renovative Left (that part of
the Eurocommunist party
which remained explicitly
communist). These groups
converge on the immediate
necessity of socidigt trans-
formetion, but have proved
unable to articulate such
strategic aims in effective
political terms. The radica
Left has thereby faled eect-
ordly and the Left Alliance
may well proveto be unableto
sem the increasing hege-
morny of neo-conservatism in
Greek society.
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share is an avowed intention €oming Next Month
to proceed with a 'clean-up
(catharss) of the state from The Seplember Eaie includes-an intery 12w with Hogan Thy lor, 1he

the scandals and corruption
associated with the former
Pasok government. The new
codition, under conservative
MP  Gannis Gannetakis,
clams that with catharsis
completed it will resign, with
new elections probably in
October.
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