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Sixth Form Colleges

| would agree with Andy Green
(MT Jan) that sixth form col-
leges (or some sort of tertiary
education) could be as good as
existing sixth forms, or poss-
ibly even better, but how wise
isit to advocate the abolition of
sixth forms at the present
time?

Evidence from Newham sug-
gests that even when they are
small and offer a poor range of
courses they remain popular
with students (65%). Where
courses are offered as A levels
by both colleges and the
schools an astounding 95%
choose sixth forms.

In the post-Baker world of
choice this matters. Attemp-
ting to abolish them by diktat
will antagonise both parents
and teachers and will be a po-
tent catalyst of opting out, par-
ticularly for higher-status
comprehensives with large
sixth forms and many middle-
class parents.

If local authority schools are
in competition with the 11-18
City Technology Colleges, they
will lose in terms of resources,
quality of teachers and con-
tinuity of education if pupils
are compelled to leave at 16.

Student Grants
As a student teacher | agree
with Andy Green (MT Jan) in
almost every respect but was
rprised to read towards the
end of the piece his 'heretical’
view of student loans. If stu-
dent loans are introduced
many students will be faced
with  enormous repayments

New Tide Of History
Jon Bloomfield expresses him-
sdf with his usua clarity (MT
Dec) but his pragmatic analy-
sis omits one big factor: the
intellectual unsustainability of
the nuclear deterrent theory.
The acceptance by pro-
deterrence advocates that the
theory depends on the vulner-
ability of both the USA and

USSR to nuclear attack logical-
ly meansthat SD.I, in the words
of both Liberal and Socid
Democratic parties, 'destabil-
ises deterrence'.

The problem for those who
are conscious of the difficulty
of persuading the electorate
that deterrence isquite simply
unreliable is that the vast
majority of dedicated people
within the peace movement re-
gard such argument as super-
fluous. Nuclear weapons are

Community education is a
much better policy. In the pre-
sent climate there are two poli-
tical arguments in addition to
the educational ones for this.
The first concerns building a
broad alliance to save educa-
tion. This must be more than a
codlition of educational vested
interests and their organised
allies and must reach into the
communities.

Community education, by giv-
ing adults persona insights
into their loca schools and en-
couraging co-operation be-
tween teachers and adults,
naturally creates the neces-
sary channel of communica
tion. Secondly, community
schoolstend to be more respon-
siveto their loca communities
and provide examples of demo-
cratic local involvement.

They set up an ideal of school-
ing and democracy different
from and superior to the Con-
servatives' aim of establishing
schools responsive to market
forces.

The way to counteract Baker
is to counterpose accountabil-
ity to money with a truly in-
teractive idea of education. ¢
R B Thomas, Newham

just as they are starting their
chosen careers.

There is no way, as a prob-
ationary teacher, | could
afford to repay aloan. Yes, we
must make education more
democratic but this must in-
clude making education more
accessible, not less, o
John Hayes, Middlesex

immoral and obscene and
should not be contemplated by
any country anywhere. End of
argument. The problem with
that position is that every
Bossible vote for it has already
een extracted and still the
Tories have a majority of 100
plus.

The INF agreement is cer-
tainly a turning point for Euro-
pean countries and the oppor-
tunity is clearly available to
argue in its wake that British
and French nationalistic in-
transigence runs counter to the
new tide of history. Our future
lies in Europe and not across
the Atlantic. We dare not miss
the opﬁortunity to be?m to
close the chasm that
years has divided our conti-
nent - however carefully we
need to move. °
Michael Meadowcroft, Leeds
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Liberating Women
For one so allegedly intent on
liberating women to the full
extent of their capacity for

sexual  pleasure, Beatrix
Campbell (MT Dec) seems ex-
traordinarily  deterministic
and censorious. Orgasms
'don't’ happen in certain
places; penetration is ‘'un-
necessary'.

For the past twenty years or
so, women who do have more
than one sort of orgasm, and
who do have orgasms during
penetrative sex (though not
neccessarily with men), have
been made to feel at best liars
and 'uncle Toms' and at worst
anatomical freaks. But the fact

Fetal Handicap

What was worrying about the
useful discussion on 'Whose
Right to Life' was the absence
of any real consideration of the
viewpoint of people with dis-
abilities. | am concerned at the
way negative generalisations
about disability dip in when
talking about pre-natal screen-
ing. How can we have rea
choice when there is dtill so
much ignorance and prejudice
towards disabled people? With
decreasing support and facili-
ties, parents are going to see
any handicapped child as much
more of a burden. It is not the
disability that causes ‘family
stress' but the lack of help
available and society's atti-
tudes.

Not al handicapped people
suffer endless pain; many lead
happy, useful lives and make a
positive contribution to their
families. It is too easy to see
handicap as a medical problem
rec&uiring medical  solutions
and forget al the progress that
can be made through good care
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is that, admittedly for a few
women, vaginal orgasms do ex-
ist. Such women are fortunate.
But we are not fakes, and we
are not freaks.

To limit onesef to only one
sort of orgasm seems as nar-
row-minded and illogical as
limiting onesdf to being a
heterosexual or a homosexual.
Why not haveit dl? The ‘clitor-
ati' should not fall into the trap
of pronouncing any sexual ple-
asure not known a[)ersonally to
them as abnormal. Leave that
sort of neurotic dogmatism to
the people who invented it, and
who do it best - heterosexual
men. O
Julie Burchill, London

and education. Such negative
attitudes do not encourage
creative ways of dealing with
handicap or make alowances
for individual differences
within each handicap, which
can be considerable as in
Down's syndrome.

Should diagnosis of fetd
handicap automatically mean
abortion? Could it be a means
of preparing parents and socie-
ty to expect a child with specia
needs and of mobilising help?
By choosing abortion we may
be colluding with a govern-
ment that wishes to cut ser-
vices - it's cheaper to abort.
There will also beless pressure
for real preventive work.

Where do we draw the line?
Will we eventually abort be-
cause of minor disabilities?
And what does this do to the
status of those children who
dip through the net?

So 'no' to Alton's Bill, certain-
ly, but let's not use negative
attitudes towards disability as
a means to fight it. ¢
Sylvia Gutteridge, Grimsby
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