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Veay Nice Work If Yau Can Get It
Collettive Dedgn (e
Fookesman £4.95
Joint Action for Jobs
Ken Coetes (ed)
Fookesman £4.95

How, in very adverse circumstances, do
we best dea with the crisis of unemploy-
ment? How can we rebuild the politica
unity needed for an effective programme
of economic recovery? Beyond these im-
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mediate problems, what socidist vision,
what view of the economy of the future
should guide our present strategy?

Very Nice Work contains 16 very varied
papers around the theme of socidly useful
work. They reflect such things as the
struggle for workers' corporate plans in
Lucas Aerospace; attempts by loca au-
thorities to support alternative, socialy
useful employment in co-operatves and in
the voluntary sector; the peace move-
ment's concern with the conversion of
arms production to civilian purposes.

Very Nice Work concentrates on locd
and company level initiatives. By contrast
Joint Action for Jobs focuses more on
national and international economic poli-
cy. The two longest and most developed
articles, by Robin Murray and Richard
Minns, are both based on work at the GLC
which, besides its political and economic
interventions, has made room for impor-
tant socialist research and theoretical
discussion.

Robin Murray's discussion of the Lon-
don Industrial Strategy in fact goes much
wider, to consider the dramatic mutations
now taking place in the productive systems
of Western economies, and to examine the
scope for public intervention in these
restructuring processes. He argues per-
suasively that ‘there is currently little
prospect of a return to full employment
through the expansion of private sector
jobs'. At the same time he recognises that
public jobs will not be easy to finance - the
days of sdf-financing Keynesian exapan-
sonsare gone. Murray suggeststhat if new
public jobs are provided 'both to expand
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services and to contribute to the produc-
tive restructuring of both private and
public economies then they would be
eader to finance. Thisis true, although it
should not stop us making the important
argument for higher taxation.

Richard Minns, drawing from his work
on the GLC's financia strategy, also adv-
ances arguments which bear on national
policy. He suggests two policy objectives.
The firgt is to close the widening gap
between production and a financial sector
increasingly given over to speculation
(especidly in the City of London). But the
second am is to assert social control over
this closer relationship between finance
and industry. Minns proposes a mgor
series of controls, regulations and exten-
sons of public ownership - very different
from Roy Hattersley's cdl for an anodyne
'‘National Investment Bank'. At the same
time Minns rejects smplistic demands for
the suppression of financial markets or a
state monopoly of international financia
sanctions.

Theother, shorter, piecesin Joint Action
for Jobs (many of which first appeared in
New Socialist) consider a range of topics
including new technology, planning and
the struggle throughout Europe for a shor-
ter working week. The various pieces
share abdief in the importance of Western
European co-operation to al aspects of
labour movement strategy. It is fet that
many of the international economic forces
which we confront can only be controlled
at an international level. Thisdoes not lead
any of the authorsto an endorsement of the
EEC (they are dl careful to make clear
their abhorrence of that institution). But
the demand for British withdrawal is con-
spicuoudy absent. Most contributors
ghare John Hughes' view of the matter.
Stating the case for an extended public
sector and for increased public control
over the private sector he ends by saying
'the kinds of initiatives called for would be
better sustained, better defended against
the opposition (and strikes) of organised
capital if it were not an isolated UK
struggle. If haf of Europe were on the
same path, we would win through.'

The two books together present a wide
and varied view of current socidist think-
ing on economic policy. But not al view-
points are represented: in particular there
is an implicit (and occasiondly explicit)
chdlenge to the kind of strategy advanced
by Andrew Glyn in his recent pamphlet A

Million Jobs a Year. This places dl its
emphasis on three moves at national gov-
ernment level which are regarded as deci-
sive; abig extension of public ownershipin
industry, much greater state control over
foreign trade and investment, and much
higher levels of spending. There is fre-
quent criticism of the movement's pre-
vious aternative economic strategy, which
relied on the same three measures. Most
contributions to both Very Nice Work and
Joint Action for Jobs suggest that this kind
of perspective smplifies too many intract-
able economic and political difficulties.

On the other hand nobody exaggerates
the other possibilities - whether these are
local initiatives or exercises in internation-
al labour movement co-operation. The
writers look hard at the drawbacks of all
strategies; most disturbing is Cynthia
Cockburn's bleakly accurate forecast of
the tactics about to be used by Rupert
Murdoch at Wapping.

But there are aso accounts of success -
sometimes rather surprising success, as
with the US trade union campaign against
investment in South Africa Also en-
couraging is the account of job creation by
Sheffield Council's employment depart-
ment. The books as a whole seek to
develop strategies in the light of both
success and failure. Thereis nothing like a
synthesis - no presentation of a complete
new economic strategy. But there are a
number of interesting points of agreement:
for instance on the kind of ‘action a many
levels discussed by Stephen Boddington.
Thereisaso avery important insistence on
the concrete experience of working people
both as employees and as consumers. For
example Sonia Liff s article on women
factory workers explains why people may
be led to accept and even, in a very
constrained way, to choose, the new pat-
terns of work and consumption which are
being introduced by employers.

In Britain today the Left's economic
policies have to face not only a uniquely
decayed and regressive national economy,
but aso the dissolution, on an internation-
a scae, of the patterns of production
which sustained western economic growth
for 30 years. This double challenge re-
quires a critical assessment of our past
economic thinking together with a new
view of sociaist objectives and policies.
These two books make an indispensable
contribution to that debate.

John Grahl
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Promised Land: Peasuni Rebellion in
Uhaletenango, El Salavidor

Author Jenny Pearee crossed the front line in
ElSalvador fo collect oral histones from
peaple iving under bombirdment in
Chalatennngo, o area controlled by the
FMILN !l_l\.ll.:rI”.!'.-. Promised Land vividiv
recounts the history of the peasan
movement in the TN andl rrtrays peasant
Iife in the guerilln controlled zone

120 paiges, ilustraeed with aver T
photographs £7.95 incl. piep
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This book fruces the tronsformation of
Honduras from banany eénclave to the
linchpin of LS military sirategy in Ceniral
Amenca. [t identifies the elements which
distinguish Honduras Crom s neighbours
and explores the feasons why endemic
poverty has not yet generated social conllict

E4 .25 incl. pdep
Under The Eagle: US litervenbon in Central

Americe und the Carilvbean
From Préeadents Mofroe (o HI,'.J_L';.“]_ Uinder

The Eagle examines the listory and
miclivabions of LS podicy in Central America
and the Canbbean and assesses its impact on
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Sowoin its third prining, ."||-_|Fl|I|.'|1p||,"| sold
wirldwide

£3.95 incl. p&p
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Chrder all three books and get o Central
America Photopack free (purchase pnice
£3.40) aset of 10 {A3} posters consisting of
14 hilack amd white photos, o short text and
|'||.:|rl

CIRDER FOREM

Floase sl copies of Promsed Land
[ R L

coypies 0f Hondierms: Stmie
Tor Sale fu £4 75

s 0f Linder The
Enmgle ! E5 U5

E—— LR T |-II|'-| T
sl e with ordors (e all
three baooks ghave)

I enclise o chewjiie Tox
Lot Amenci Riresi

e pavahie (o

NAaME

ADDRESS

Chiclein, with pavimenl plomie, o
LAB, | Admwell Strcel, Loadon ECITR 1LY




