DECENTRALISATION

Mike Rustin's article, 'Power To The
Provinces' (January issue), was thoughtful
and provocative. Although | disagreed with
his position on Ireland, he is to be respected
for taking up the question together with
Wales and Scotland.

Also, it may be useful, to identify those,
within the Labour Party, who are beginning
to come to terms with the questions of
decentralisation and democracy. | refer here
to such groupings as the Labour Co-ordinat-
ing Committee and the Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy. Although there is con-
siderable disagreement on the question of
proportional representation, on balance, |
would be in favour of replacing our present
electoral system, with one based on PR.

If the next election leads to a 'hung
parliament’, | wouldn't be surprised if this
resulted in a coalition between the Tories
and the Alliance, rather than one between
Labour and the Alliance (to keep Thatcher
out), as Mike suggests.

The SDP is beginning to show its true
colours, witness the recent debate in parlia-
ment on nuclear weapons, when they voted
with the Tories. If Thatcher is defeated, but
not annihilated, at the next election, we
could then see a Tory/Alliance government
which rejects Thatcherism, and appeals to
'National Unity', in order to 'manage’ the
crisis.

Seve Rose, Preston

FEMALE EMPLOYMENT
Lynne Segal, in January's Marxism Today,
argued that women did not seem in fact to be
losing jobs more quickly than men during
the current depression. She is dead right.
So far as Wales is concerned, precisely the
opposite is happening.

The Welsh working population reached its
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peak in 1979, when 1,022,000 people were
at work as workers, 55% of them in the
service sector. Women were 40% of the total
and 42% of the critical sectors of manu-
facturing and services, an increase of 8%
since 1968.

By October 1982, the working population
had fallen to 858,000, nearly 60% in services,
a mere 34% in manufacturing. There were
357,000 women in this shrunken workforce:
nearly 42% of the total and 43.7% of those
in manufacturing and services. In the last
few months of 1982, men's unemployment
once more started to pull ahead and away
from women's. At this moment, women are
at least 44% of the workers at work in Waes
in manufacturing and services.

A measure of the change: if the change-
over to female labour continues at the rate
it has been running since 1968, women will
be a majority of the Welsh working class at
work by the end of 1994; if, however, it runs
at the speed it has attained during the
Thatcher slump, women will be majority of
the Welsh working class by the end of 1990,
in eight years time.

Gwyn A Williams, Cardiff

We welcome your letters for the March
issue. They should be no longer than 200
words and arrive at the office not later than
Friday, 4 February.
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Bookshop Classifieds

Ta advertise your bookshop for only [2
per line, telephone 01-251 408 nnd ask for
Tom,

& For 5 it ol radecsl bookahops in Britein,
send @ sne o0 Federotion af Radlesal
Booksellers, oo Cakleal Books, 109% Chagch
S, Wolverion, Melton Eeyres

London

® Economists Bookshop Clare Markes,
Portugal St WC2, Tel (3-5pm weckdaya) 41-
405 5551, Specaluing in the soclal sclences,
imncluding socialis and femimist shsdses, Mags-
rines. Pamphlets. Secommd-hand degristmen
#® Collei’s London Bookshogp 62 Claring
Cross Bd,, W 08B For all beenks an Cray @il
Femunast politics, [reland, Pasarmamen, Mars
s, Sociel Soence, Third Warld, Becisim, Fas-
cism, Amsthete, Indestrial Befasione ©Tel ET6-
Aoln
# Callet's Intermational
Chanmg Cross Bd,, W2 0EC)
Books wn Ruomessy and is transisison; =eneral
ok, Buf spectbimg e Pdbmiol scences
Peocr, Bembnam; B P L. Foteign language,

Foakalop 129

I'mawel; Badenl Hook Bargams Alse Classoal
ceconds; Posters and Badges (Tel T34-078201)
# Collet®s Penguin Deokshop 53 Changg
e B, W2 OBB. Lange stocks of Pesgwins;
FPelicans and Fulfime. New aod secondand. (Tel
B36-2315)

# Collet"s Chinese Bookshop 40 Grest His-
selll 5t WCIB 3. Books, Warks al e, Prings,
Cards gl Hoaodsoradis from Chine,. {18l S&D0-
1535

® Lallei"s Hecord Shop [H0 Shafiestuary
Awr,, WEIH K]S, Specialats in Falk end jee
sradie [ iy sounbries. Al bools on Falk
il Jage (Tel 240-3%6%)

® The Uiher.HBookshop 128 Upper 55 Wi
Tel 01-226/ 057 1. For all your redicel, fesminbst,
radical bhisck and third wosld livessmure, Open
Muinaf T ars'Sat 106 Wed 12-7 There'Fri ] 1-7
® BHookmarks 265 Scven Sisters Rd B4
North Landon’s leuding socinfis bookshisp
T foara of pood books and pamphlets
®Mew Ern Books, 213 Seven Sisten R, %4
Fensbury Park Tube, 10-6.00 Mon-Sar-Thur il
Topm. Marxig Lenimisi, Antl-Imperialist orien-
extinn. Specmbining in &l hocdks and handicrafs
from China. Send Sihp for new aspotacsd paadl
ocrder cutaioge.

@ Hammersmith Books Creer 100 000 aupaf

primt wtdes. A world-wide mail onder service
simce FME, We boy Docks, (. Bames High
S0 AR Tel (5706 7254

MNorth

York Community Bookshop 71 Walmgae,
York (0804 173155). Wide range of tadical
bosoks. Upen Mon-Sar | 0-4

® Progress Books 28 Hathersage Bd, Man-
chester SIS (el 06]-X34-51TR5428) C.F
Bookshap. For all your Socialis, Feminist,
Peace, Marzisi books and lieraiure. Large 2l
hand section specinl offer. Send sae for [

South Easi

® Nick Sporrier, 79 Whinisble Rd, Canrer-
bury, Bent CT2 4EA. Tel 62764, Maonthly
lisgs uf 2nxd hand boaks an trsde unloen, Soviet
U'nton,  socialiam, economic h|:l:|_'|r:.l. Hiciks
searched for

@ Copies of Proletarian Neo. 1 on
Econmmism, Tailbsm and the New
Lomotirenst  Party gvailable  from

BM SFARK, London WCIM 3XX, price
40p including pestage
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