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ARTS AND THE COMMUNITY

Kate Qullivan writes: Two-Way Street: Arts
and the Community is the title of a new
Communist Party pamphlet. It began as a
series of discussions organised by the Party's
Arts and Leisure Committee, and reflects a
debate that is taking place on the Left about
the relationship between politics and culture
in the 1980s. The range is broad, and those
who were asked to contribute are practition-
es in their own field, and not necessarily
members of any political party. Common
themes emerge however; in particular, the
need to bring together the artsworld and the
wider community — whether organised
l[abour or other interest groups — to fight
againg cuts in arts provision, to fight for
decentralisation of that provision, and to
fight for greater democracy within its
agencies. The pamphlet includes papers on
cinema, theatre, television, libraries and
publishing. It argues for common own-
ership of the arts, reflecting the thoughts,
emotions and aspirations of al, and not Sm-
ply of a ‘cultivated minority. Available,
price 50p, from Central Books, 14 The
Leathermarket, London SE1.

LOCAL COUNCILSAND ECONOMIC
PLANNING

Judy Sadler writes: In response to high
unemployment many councils are inter-
vening in the loca economy; this inter-
vention is being increasingly accepted as a
normal function of a locd authority. This
development is described in the latest SERA
(Socidigt Environment and Resources Aso-

ciation) pamphlet Council Actionfor a Social-

ist Economy. SERA identify a lack of
direction in these developments, which they
are trying to remedy. The pamphlet argues
for alegd structure which would give coun-
cils the freedom to innovate without endan-
gering basic services. The pamphlet (price
£1.20) is available from SERA, 9 Poland
Street, London WI.
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OCCUPIED PALESTINE

Maria Loftuswrites: TheMorning Sar have
published a pamphlet by David Whitfield
on the struggle of the Palestinian people.
The author has recently spent some time in
Israel as aMorning Star journalist.

The pamphlet dedls mainly with the Pd-
edtinians living on the West Bank — the
focus of strugglein the Middle East. It gives
the history and background information on
the struggle of the Pdedtinians and has a
wealth of material on the daily lives of
people living in the West Bank. Wl illus-
trated, and with useful maps, A Land with
Peopleisavery useful introduction for those
trying to understand the Middle East.

A Land with People is available from the
Morning Star and most left bookshops, price
£1.50.

MARX AND AFRICA

Tony Humphries writes: We have just had
news from West Africa of a conference next
year on Marx and Africa, organised at
Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria. Thisis
an important development in the year of
Marx's centenary. The Africa Centre can
provide further information on the confer-
ence. The Africa Centre will aso be organ-
isng a series of meetings on socidism in
Africa next year. More information from
Tony Humphries, The Africa Centre, 38
King Street, London WC2.

ACTION DEFEATS THE BILL

NOTESON CONTRIBUTORS

Rodney Barker isalecturerin
government at the London School of
Economics.

Duncan M acintosh isafredancewriter
onLatin America.

M arion Bowl isaNago shop steward
working for Birmingham socid services
and Paul Sutton isaBirmingham socia
worker.

Alan Murdochisafredancejournalist
workinginDublin.

Harold Wolpeisamember of ANCanda
lecturer at Essex University.
EricHobsbawm istheauthor of The
Forward March of Labour Halted? and a
member of the Marxism Today Editorial
Board.

L ynne Segal isco-author of Beyond the
Fragments.

Michael Rustinisamember of the
national committee of the Socidist
Society.

Jon Halliday isauthor of APoalitical
History of Japanese Capitalismand a
member of the Editorial Committee of
New Left Review.

Dan Connor isconvenor of the Ford
Body Plant at Dagenham and amember of
the Marxism Today Editorial Board and
South Essex District Committee of the
Communist Party.

Richard Hill isan architect.

GeorgeWakewrites: TheLiaison Committee Mary Ellison lecturesat Kede

for the Defence of Trade Unions have
recently published a pamphlet 'Action
Defeats the Bill'. The pamphlet tels the
story of the defeat of the Industrial Relations
Act — important reading for those who are
planning to defeat Tebbit's anti-trade union
legidation. This pamphlet is particularly
amed a shop stewards and trade union
organisations. If you would like copies,
write, with adonation if possible, to George
Weke, LCDTU, 148 Glenny Road, Bark-
ing, Essex 1G11 8QQ.

University.

Bill Warman was formerly generd
secretary of the Sheetmetal Workers
Union.

ChrisPond worksfor the Low Pay Unit.
Jenny Warren isaresearch officer for a
Labour MEP.

Sarah Lefanuisan editor with the
Women's Press.
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COEXISTENGE OR NO ENISTENGE

Dick Hartman

in answaring YES' ', gets to the assence of
“eonxistence'’, deals with lalinciss about democrscy,
supgests how manking can thrive thoeugh capitalism ' s not
desd and socialism lvas
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