PRICE INCREASE

As you have probably noticed, we have had
to increasethe cover price of Marxism Today
to 75p, owing to increased production costs.
This is the first price increase since last
October, and we intend to maintain this
price for a leest a yesr.

COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION
JohnKieffer writes: The Socidist Society has
recently published a pamphlet by Mike Rus-
tin Comprehensive Education after 18: A
Socialist Strategy. The pamphlet presents a
critique of the exclusive and dlitist structure
of higher education in Britain, and argues
that socidists should support a universal
right to education &fter 18, not dependent on
academic qudification. It links the highly
gratified pattern of British higher educa
tion, which imposes a pervasve academic
control over the school system, to a contin-
uing structure of class domination. In dis
cussing the various means of lessening the
gratification of post-18 education, Mike
Rustin concludes that a regional structure,
preferably under eected control, holds out
the mogt feesible hope of creating ‘compre-
hensive universities' which could contribute
to a more democratic culture. The pamphlet
is available from the Socidigt Society, 7 Car-
lide Street, London WI, for £1 (includes

p&p).

SCIENCE WITHIN SOCIALISM
Richard Clarkewrites: A oneday conference
Sciencewithin Socialism: Critiqgueand Cele-
bration will be held on Saturday 4th Decem-
ber & Marx House, Clerkenwell Green,
London EC1. The conference is organised
by the Science and Technology Subcom-
mittee of the Communist Party and will be
looking at the problems and achievements of
science in the socidigt countries. Countries
to be looked a include the USSR, Eastern
Europe, Ching, Cuba and Africa More
information avalable from the Science
Committee, CPGB, 16 St John Street, Lon-
don EC1.

RACISM AND SCHOOLS

Dave Cook writes: On Saturday January 29
there will be a consultative conference on
racism and schools, at County Hall, London
SE1, organised by the Race Relations Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. The Con-
ference ams to draw on the experience of
people working in schools or interested in
school education. We hope that parents,
young people, trade unionists and people
active in community politics and people
from different ethnic groups will attend as
well as school teachers and educationalists.
Farrukh Dondy, a contributor to Race
Today, and author of The Black Explosionin

NCTE S

British Schoolswill make an opening contri-
bution. There will then be workshops on
education for a multi-cultura society,
mother-tongue teaching, teacher unions and
racism, and teachers from ethnic minorities.
Regigtration costs £2 (50p unwaged). For
more information contact Racism and
Schools Conference, 16 St John Street, Lon-
don ECL1.

RIGHTS OF WOMEN

Jenny Earle writes. Alan Walker's article in
the September issue of Marxism Today
expressed a concern with the Left's failure to
develop a socid strategy. And if the Labour
Party's Discussion Documents on Taxation
and Socid Security are anything to go by
then women needn't expect much from
'Sociadlism inthe 80s. ROW has published a
detailed response to these pamphlets as we
think it is important to expose the extent to
which proposals for reform tend to reinforce
oppressive definitions of women, and con-
tinue to deny women independent access to
state income support. We would like to
encourage wider discussion of the question
of income maintenance and planning for
women's needs. Our paper is available from
the ROW odffice (send an SAE) and we can
provide speskers for meetings. More infor-
mation ROW, 374 Grays Inn Road, London
WC1. Tel 01-278 6349.

CABLEPOWER

The conference on new media technology,
Cablepower, mentioned in last month's
notes, is being organised by the ICA, not by
Comedia. The conference is on the 4-5
December. More information from the ICA
Box Office tel 01 930 3647.

ACTION DEFEATS THE BILL
George Wakewrites: TheLiaison Committee
for the Defence of Trade Unions have
recently published a pamphlet ‘'Action
Defeats the Bill'. The pamphlet tells the
story of the defeet of the Industrial Relations
Act — important reading for those who are
planning to defest Tebbit's anti-trade union
legidation. This pamphlet is particularly
amed a shop stewards and trade union
organisations. If you would like copies,
write, with a donation if possible, to George
Wake, LCDTU, 148 Glenny Road, Bak-
ing, Essex 1G11 8QQ.

FALKLANDS— SPECIAL BRIEF

Mike Gatehouse writes: The latest in an
increasingly impressive 'Specia Brief series
from the Latin America Bureau is a book

behind Britain's military action and to cha-
lenge the pro-war consensus. It focuses spe-
cificaly on theislands internal economy, on
the conflicting British and Argentine claims
to sovereignty, on the historical relationship
between the two countries, and on the mili-
tary dictatorship in Argentina since 1976.
Thereisaso ashort appendix which looks at
the role of the popular press in Britain in
forming public opinion during the crisis.

A very good buy a £1.95 from LAB,
1 Amwdl S, London ECIR 1UL.
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