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SOCIALIST ECONOMIC REVIEW
Bob Morgan writes: The third annual Social-
ist Economic Review conference will be
held at the University of London Union,
Malet Street, London WC1, over the week-
end of 18-19 September. The registration
fee for the conference is £7.00 waged and
£3.50 unwaged.

Themes at this year's conference include;
Planning and Industrial Democracy, Local
Service, The Changing State, Feminist
Strategy. For further details please contact;
SER, 118 North View Road, London N8
7LP.

THE SOCIALLY USEFUL SHOW
Tammy Walker writes: CAITS (the Centre
for Alternative and Industrial Technological
Systems) have produced a series of display
posters 'The Socially Useful Show'. There
are ten A3 posters suitable for display on
noticeboards, in classrooms, libraries, work-
places or community centres. The posters
graphically illustrate the contradictions of
the existence of mass unemployment and, at

the same time, an acute shortage of services
such as housing, hospital beds and public
transport. The display also highlights the
effect of new technology on jobs and skills,
and the way companies operate inter-
nationally.

More information is available from
CAITS, North East London Polytechnic,
Longbridge Road, Dagenham, tel 01 590
7722.

AVAILABLE FOR WORK?
Jane Hutt writes: Welsh Women's Aid have
recently organised a research project to chal-
lenge the Government's plans to introduce
'availability for work' tests. These new

'tests' for the unemployed will be intro-
duced later this year through the Housing
and Social Security Bill; they include check-
ing whether women who have been working
part-time are available for full-time work,
and checking that parents (but particularly
mothers) have pre-arranged childcare facil-
ities. Failure to convince the DHSS will lead
to loss of unemployment benefits.
Welsh Women's Aid interviewed 50 men
and 50 women and established that 'It is not
people who are unavailable, it is work'. The
results of the project are published in Avail-
able for Work? published by Welsh
Women's Aid, Adam St, Cardiff. This
pamphlet is an important tool in the cam-
paign to defeat the Government's proposals.

MARXISM TODAY DESIGN
As our designers will be leaving in the
near future we invite applications from
people with suitable experience for the
job of designing and pasting up Marx-
ism Today each month. The work also
involves picture research and needs
good organisational ability. This is not
a staff job and is undertaken on a free-
lance basis. Some commitment to the
magazine would be expected.

Write to Peter Hammarling at the
editorial office for more information.

MARX IN LONDON
Angela Wilson writes: It is possible that the
centenary of the death of Marx (he died in
1883) will rival the royal wedding for the
production of memorabilia. First off the
mark are the BBC with a publication by Asa
Briggs, Marx in London. The pamphlet lists
Marx's various haunts, with useful maps on
how to reach them. It gives a historical back-
ground on London in Marx's day, and pro-
vides glimpses of the private life of the Marx
household. An example: (from the observa-
tions of a Prussian spy) 'Washing, grooming
and changing his (Marx's) linen are things
he does rarely, and he is often drunk.'

The booklet is primarily intended for
those planning to visit 'Marx sites', but it is a
nice little book for anyone interested in
Marx's life.

LATIN AMERICAN CULTURE
RESISTS
Alejandra Altamirano writes: Following the
success of last year's cultural festival for
Chile and El Salvador, it has been decided to
make this an annual September event, and to
embark again on three days of music,
theatre, poetry, painting, dance, films and
discussion workshops.

This year's event will be on 23-25 Septem-
ber at Camden Town Hall, and Imperial
College, London. Groups booked so far
include Raiz, from Chile, and Depuani from
El Salvador. More information from Carila,
29 Islington Park Street London Nl.

LESBIAN AND GAY WRITERS
GATHERING
Tenebris Light Writes: On the weekend 8-10
October there will be a .gathering for lesbian
and gay writers at the Manchester Gay
Centre. Discussion will include questions
like 'Can gay politics reinforce gay writing
or destroy it?', 'Surely it doesn't matter in
poetry?', and a discussion between lesbian
and gay writers of the images of women in
literature. We think it is time for us all to
meet, to examine what part writers can play
to further gay liberation. Information from,
and further suggestions to Tenebris Light,
110 Glenthorn Road, London W6.
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