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There are two distinct elements which can
be used to andyse the relationship between
any communist party and the USSR. Does
that party assume, in however mediated a
way, that the Soviet modd is universaly
applicable? Does it dso assume that the
USSR has a guiding role in internationa
afars? The Italian Communist Party (PCI),
like many other communist parties in the
West, answered in the negetive to the first
question a long time ago, on the morrow of
the last world war. The second question was
more complex. For many years, at least up to
the early 60s, the PCI, squeezed by the logic
of Ydta, the logic of bipolarism, took its
gand in the only camp it could choose: the
Soviet camp. When the Soviet tanks rolled
into Hungary L'Unita declared: "Tomorrow
we may even discuss our differences. Today
we must defend the Socidist Revolution.
When the guns of the counter-revolution-
aries are in operation one must be on one or
the other sde of the barricades. Thereis no
third camp'.

Since 1956 international bipolarism has
stopped being the only form of organisation
of world affairs. Just as the smple modd of
'Capital versus Labour' could not withstand
the increased multiplicity of socid subjects,
'new political subjects have begun to
‘crowd' the international arena: non-digned
countries, ail producing cartels, Idamic rev-
olutions, Chinese communism, Gaullist
conceptions of Europe asathird force, inter-
national banks, transnational companies,
international terrorism etc. Conflicts are no
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longer smply a matter of East versus West,
the international communist movement no
longer exists as 'socidist’ countries even
fight each other militarily.

Since the early 60s the PCl has taken
repested stands against the main direction of
Soviet foreign policy: over Algeria, over
China, over the PLO, over Sadat's vist to
Israel, over Czechodovekia, over NATO,
over the EEC, over the Horn of Africa, over
Cambodia, over Afghanistan and now . . .
over Poland. So what is new? After Poland
showsuswhat isnew anditis, as Eric Heffer
writes in the foreword ‘a declaration of great
sgnificance for the future of socidism, both
East and West'.

The book consists of the text of the resolu-
tion on Poland issued by the PCI on 29
December 1981, Berlinguer's report to the
subsequent meeting of the Central Com-
mittee, speeches by leading members of the
PCI, an article by Armando Cossutta, the
only member of the Executive Committee
and of the Central Committee to oppose the
resolution, the text of Pravda’s attack on the
Italian communists (which was published in
the PCI press) and the PCI's reply to it
(which, however, was not published in the
Soviet press). The resolution of December
1981 contained severd dgnificant new
points. It asserts that the phase of socidist
development which began with the October
Revolution has exhausted its driving force
(pi6). Even more pointedly it asserts that
‘the march forward of socialism, in the pre-
sent phase depends, more and more, on
democratic and socidist ideas and achiev-
ements in the capitalist developed world
(particularly the countries of Western
Europe) and on the success of the most pro-
gressive experiences ... in countries of the
Third World' (pi7). Thus the PCl takes
stock of the new situation: the October Rev-
olution is over. The State which resulted
from it has nothing to offer to the socidist
movement. This contrasts severely with
Berlinguer's remark to the party congressin
1975: 'It is a fact: in the capitalist world
thereis crisis; in the socidist world thereis
no crisis. Now in this document, which
pitilessly defines the Polish crissasadouble
crisis of economic development and demo-
cratic development, there is no longer a ref-
erence to the 'socialist’ countries. They are
now referred as 'the countries of Eastern
Europe' or 'the Warsaw Pact countries.

The Soviet Union is described as being at
the very least indirectly responsible for the
Situation in Poland. It is Soviet interference,
Soviet pressure, Soviet ideological cam-
paigns, which have rendered a compromise
between Solidarity and the Warsaw author-
ities increasingly difficult and eventualy
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impossible. But the Soviet Union is dso
responsible in a more general sense: it was
not inevitable that the Ydta agreement
should be interpreted as the imposition of a
monolithic and Soviet model of socidism
which took no account of national particula
rities. The power blocs must not be inter-
preted as 'static and unmovable "facts of
life", ideological-military camps, governed
only by philosophy of power'. Finaly, the
foreign policy of the USSR has no longer a
necessarily progressiverole: 'Thisrole some-
times coincides with the interests of those
countries  fighting againgt reactionary
regimes and imperialisn .. . some other
times it clashes with these interests or even
violates them openly as happened with the
military interventionin Afghanistan' (p 16).
The consequence of the resolution and of
all the positions taken in the last few years
has aso been the necessity to face the fact
that the original strategy of 'Eurocommun-
ism' needs considerable changes. Its partial
failure was due to the fact that its theoretical
boundaries never coincided with the formd
communist movement in the West and yet
this was defined as its natural terrain. But
Western communism is wesk. The French
CP has never been able to break with Soviet
foreign policy, the Spanish CP has consid-
erable interna problems and other CPs are
either not 'Eurocommunist’ (Portugal) or
too electoraly wesk (Britain) or in 'peri-
pheral' countries (Iceland, Finland). Thus
the search for a 'Third Way' beyond tradi-
tiond socid democracy and aso clearly
demarcated from Soviet communism must
include new and old socid and political
forces which owe little or nothing to the
tradition created by October 1917.

Of course, it makes little sense to expect
the Italian CP to offer the rest of the world
the 'Third Way' as some sort of messanic
message, producing yet another model. We
all know only too wel what is at stake and
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what are the parameters of the 'Third Way":
the solidarity with the struggles of the Polish
workers was not only dictated by the desire
for democratisation, it was also compelled
by the overall strategic need to go beyond
Yalta and the 'logic of the blocs'. As Pietro
Ingrao wrote in Rinascita in December
1981:

‘I hear people say.."otherwise the USSR
would have intervened”. This looks like an
argument full of redlism. But we must be clear
what it means to accept it: whether we like it or
not it means to submit to an interpretation of
the existing power blocs which eiminates in
fact the sovereignty of the countries which are
in the blocs. If this interpretation prevails it

will inevitably reverberate in the West: it will
prevail a home againgt the independence of
our people, againg their decisions and not only
when what is a dake is the participation of
Communists in the government, but when
what is at stake is the installation of nuclear
missiles.!

Donald Sassoon
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Bookshop Classifieds
IS IS
To advertise your bookshop for only £2

per ling, telephone 01-251 4406 and ask for
Tom.

Ireland

® The Bookshop 30 Gardiner Place, Dublin
1. Largest Selection of working cluss literanre
in Drublin.
London

# Collets London Bookshop 64-66 Char-
ing Cross Rd, WC2ZH 0BD. For all books on
Gay and Feminist politics, Ireland, Disarma-
ment, Marxism, Social Sciences, Third World,

Racism, Fascism, Aesthetics, Industrial
Helations.
# Central Books 37 Grays Inn Rd WCI.

Open 9.30-5.30 Sat 10-12. Tel 01-242 6166.
Chancery Lane {central line) and Kings Cross
tubes, Mew and second-hand books. Mail order
weleome,

® Economists Bookshop Clare Market,
FPortugal St WC2. Tel (3-5pm weekdays) 01-
405 5531. Specialising in the social sciences,
including socialist and feminist studies. Maga-
zines. Pemphlers. Second-hand department.

® Housmans Bookshop 5 Caledonian Rd
Ni. Specialists in pesce movement books
{write for lists), alsd wide range of radical
books.

#® The Other Bookshop 328 Upper 5t ML
Tel 01-226 0571, For all your radical, feminist,
radical hlack and third world literature. Open

Mon/Tues/Sat 10-6 Wed 12-7 Thurs/Fri 117,

#® Bookmarks 265 Seven Sisters BEd N4,
MNorth London's leading socinlis hﬂnkshnp.
Two floars of good books and pamphiets,

® Kilburn Bookshop 8 Kilburn Bridge, Kil-
burn High Rd, NW6. Tel 01-328 7071. A new
general bookshop with in-depth coverage of
feminism, literature, Irish smdies and Black
studics.

® Hammersmith Books A world-wide mail
order service since 1948 Over 100,000 out-of-
print titles. Barnes High St, 5W13. Tel 01-876
T254,

® Mandarin 22 Noting Hill Gare W11, Tel
01-229 0327. For new books on politics, phi-
losophy, sociology, poetry etc. Comprehensive
list gvailuble for books on current affairs.

# Balham Food and Book Co-op 92 Bal-
ham High Rd SW12. Alternative bookshop,
wide range of wholefoods and vegetarian cafe.
BFBC — u Warkers Co-op.

#® Library Bookshop Tel 01-720 4723,
Shoreditch: Pitfield Street N1 6EX. Open
Mon-Fri 11-7 Sat 10-5. Stamford Hill Library,
Portland Avenue N 16 XBS, Tel 01-800 2808,
Crpen Mon-Fri 11-7 Sar 10-5 elpsed Wed. Afro-
Caribbean and Jewish imterests stocked. Also
comprehensive range of socialist liverarure.

Midlands

® Oakleal Books 109 Church Street, Wol-
verton, Milton Keynes MK 12 5LD. Tel Mil-
ton Keynes (0908) 314366.

® Bilackthorn Books 70 High St, Leicester.
For all your socialist and feminist literatre,
Non-sexist children's books. Also literature by
Black writers. Tel Leicester 215%6.

North East

York Community Boakshop 73 Walmgate,
York (0904 37355) Wide range of radical
bouks. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.

® dth Idea Bookshop 14 Southgate, Brad-
ford 1. Tel 305027, Wide selaction of books,
magazines, postcards, badges, posters, second-
hand records. Book stall provided. Special dis-
counts for conferences, meetings ete.

® Progressive Books 12 Berry S, Liver-
pool 1. Wide range of socialist books, pamph-
lets, posters; badpes. Specialities include
Trade Union Handbooks and Black Studies.
® Grass Roots Books Manchester's radical
bookshop at | Newton St, Piccadilly Open 10-
6 Mon-Fri, Sar 10-5.30

® Dion't forget 1o visit Progress Bookshop,
28 Hathersage Rd (rel 061 224 5378) when in
Mancheater, Stockists of Marxism Today and
miost popular Lelt journals, books; stationery,
large second-hand section. (Call in for quick
and friendly book service, open 4 days a week).

Scotland

® First of May. Scotland's comprehensive
radical bookshop for Socialist, Femimst,
Anarchist, anti-nuclear, environmental, Gay,
Third World and non-sexist children's books.
Open 106, 43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh.
Tel 031-225 2612,

Wales

Neges Books 31 Alexandra Rd, Swansea. Tel
Swanses 461573, Radical books, magazines, in
English and Welsh.
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Joyaben Dewai
Anwar Dita
Mesira Begum
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Tad Knight
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WORKERS MARCH AGAINST RACISM
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