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7 Days, the weekly
that puts feminism at
the forefront

Mot just on International Women's Day
but every week, 7 Days carnes news,

views and reviews by, lor and aboul
women — looks at the politics of the
personal and what's personal about
politics

7 Days, the weekly paper of the Communist Party,
price 30p (annual sub £15.00), For a frée sample
copy write to 7 Days, Freepost, 16 5t John Street,
London EC1B 1BL.
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TIMETABLE
SATURDAY

9.30am-10.30am

REGISTRATION (Coffee, tea, snacks available)

10.30am-12.30pm

SESSIONS

10.30am-12.30pm

Film showings: Women and History

12.30pm-2.00pm

LUNCH and PRACTICAL SESSIONS
Body Conditioning/Keep Fit
Stalls, Exhibitions,Discussions. . .

2.00pm-4.00pm SESSIONS
4.00pm-4.30pm TEA BREAK
4.30pm-6.30pm SESSIONS

4.30pm-6.30pm

Film showings: Women and Work

7.30pm Entertainment: Women Alive And Kicking
at The Camden Centre, Kings Cross.
(with evening meal available)

10.00am-10.30am

REGISTRATION (Coffee, tea, snacks available)

10.30am-12.30pm

SESSIONS

10.30am-1.00pm

Women and The Built Environment (1)

10.30am-12.30pm

PRACTICAL SESSIONS
Filmshowings: Women, Health and Sexuality
Rights Advice sessions

12.30pm-2.00pm

LUNCH and PRACTICAL SESSIONS
Poetry-reading

Self Defence

Stalls, Exhibitions, Discussions. . .

2.00pm-4.00pm

SESSIONS

2.00pm-4.00pm

Film showings: Women in Protest

ate in 1984 a group of Communist Party women started

talking aboutthe idea of a national event for women.
Women's lives are changing: both for the worse (with poverty,
violence and cutbacks in services) and for the better (more
widespread acceptance of women's right to work, to equal pay
and independence). Within the women's liberation movement
political divisions have been overlaid with divisions of race,
dis/ability and sexuality. And feminism has been forced to cope
with the increasing awareness of the complexities of women's
experiences and values, from abortion and motherhood to
economic strategies and political parties. But whilethe women's
movement has fragmented, it has spawned a richness of culture
and writing that has greatly contributed to the continued
struggle for women's recognition and independence.

We were aware that the historic conferences of the '70s
could not be replaced with 'our' event, and we do not
claim to be able to organise the women's liberation conference
of 1986. But we have felt that it is both legitimate for us to
organise awomen's event, and also a logical extension of our
political commitments as feminists to strengthening feminism
and women's intervention in politics.

e felt deeply that there is a need for awomen's forum that

would draw together women and push forward feminist
debate and thought on a wide range of issues. Our ideal has '
been to provide that space for many different women and
organisations to contribute to and gain from; and where
women's experiences are not ghettoised but genuinely brought
together and involved.

We have also been aware of our own shortcomings. As
able-bodied, mainly (but not totally) white, youngish
women, we have not always been sufficiently aware of what is
required to fully represent all women's needs. But we have been
deeply committed to trying to overcome our limitations; and as
Communist women we have made many contacts with different
organisations, movements and individuals that we know will
contribute to Women Alive having the widest possible appeal.

Women Alive has been an immense effort and expense to
organise (we would have loved a GLC grant!). And it has
been beset by problems, from finding a suitable venue (which is
still not ideal), to finding enough money to fund it. We are
grateful to all those people who have contributed to the
financing of Women Alive.

e would also like to acknowledge the contribution of

‘Marxism Today' magazine, which is sponsoring this event.
Their role in creating a climate on the Left for genuinely popular,
accessible and honest debate through events like 'Left Alive' has
provided an important model for us to draw from.

inally, we have been excited by the response from so many
women. We feel there is a new desire to tackle our
inequalities and divisions that can strengthen the women's
movement in Britain today. We hope that Women Alive will
contribute to this.
WOMEN ALIVE CO-ORDINATING GROUP

PLUS. . .ALL WEEKEND. . . BANNERMAKING, WOMEN'S SELF-HELP

HEALTHBUS, 'PICTURES OF HE ALTH' EXHIBITION, STALLS...
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SATURDAY 1030-12.30

Vi

LARIES ——

ON THE BOTTOM LINE

Women have always been on the bottom line of earnings and
jobs. But only very recently has low pay become a priority area
for action by trade unions. Besides examining some of the
causes of low pay, this session will ask what pay strategies
might best suit women's needs, and how can we make sure
they are put into practice in labour movement campaigns
against low pay? To help, the session will split into four
groups, highlighting the low pay problem in relation to equal
pay, trade unions, local authorities as employers, and poverty.

evening.

Speakers

Carrie Oppenheim

(Child Poverty Action Group
Margaret Prosser

(Transport & General
Workers Union)

Nazreen Rahman

(Low Pay Unit)

NUPE Activist

All speakersappear ina
personal capacity.

Chaired by
Mary Harrison (Scottish TUC)

Nidborough Street. Kings Cross. It kickd
off at "\30prti, with live music, bar and

hot food. Tickets can be bought in
advance, sec registration form for
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DISABILITY
AND
REPRODUCTIVE
RIGHTS

MAKING
WAVES

BLACK WOMEN
WRITERS

STRUGGLES OF OUR OWN

(WOMEN IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES)

Die-hard socialists preach that socialism is a necessary precon-
dition of women's liberation. But many feminists would
doubt whether the socialist countries have achieved this in
reality, and don't see why women should have to wait any
longer!

A group of women with interests in very different
socialist countries will shed some light on how those societies
are developing, the impact of change on women, and what
forms and expressions of women's politics are alive ...

Recent advances in medical technology have enormously
improved the life chances of foetuses. This directly raises huge
guestions about the right to life of the disabled - a dilemma
which has been skilfully manipulated by anti-abortionists
with their horror stories of aborted handicapped foetuses left
to die ...

Important advances in women's struggles for control of
their own reproduction have been won - for many. But
women with disabilities still face open discrimination and
denial of their rights to bear and bring up children. This
session will face some of these difficult questions about
feminism and reproduction, in discussions between women
who are active in the feminist disabled movement, and
Women involved in reproductive rights campaigns.

Speakers

Marian Sling

Gania Browning

(Writer on Women in the
USSR)

Elizabeth Kroll

(Writer on Women in China)
Barbara Einhorn

(European Nuclear
Disarmament Campaign)

Speakersinclude

JaneWoddis

(activistin reproductive
rights campaigns)
Michelene Mason
(Member of the Liberation
Network of People with
Disabilities)

Recent years have seen an upsurge in Black women's writings being published in Britain. Many
writers, such as Alice Walker and Maya Angelou, have been 'imported' from the USA and have
given us a wealth of inspiring and literary energy. But has this new fashion for Black women's
writings been at the expense of British Black women writers? There are many British Black
women writers, yet very few are published. Why is this? We will discuss what Black women are
writing and how they are challenging, creating and documenting their struggle through fiction

and non-fiction.

This session is organised by Sheba Publishers, and will be chaired by one of the Sheba collective.

LOCKING USAWAY

Who are the women in prison, and why are they there?
What's prison like for the women inside? This session will look
at Home Office-imposed secrecy and some of the issues this
secrecy tries to blank out; in particular, the treatment of
mentally and physically ill women, and death in prison. We
will ask what can be done by women outside to open up
prison and change it?

Speakers

Chris Tchaikovsky

(Women in Prison Campaign)

Melissa Benn

(Author: Deathin the City
and Womenin Prison
Campaign)



HERE
TO
STAY

WOMEN'S
ART,
WOMEN'S
CRAFTS?

WOMEN
IN
EUROPE

OLD
HABITS
DIEHARD

WORLD
TO
WIN

The government's immigration policy is sexist: even the
European courts have agreed that. But the rules, procedures
and practices are also deeply racist. Black women, especially
from Pakistan and India are made to endure humiliating
interrogation about their lives; are forcibly separated from
their families, and risk being thrown out of Britain if their
marriage ends. Black women are organising resistance now.
Anti-deportation campaigns, in which Black women are to
the fore, are becoming a growing political reality throughout
Britain.

Women involved in anti-deportation campaigning and with
personal experience effacing deportations will introduce this
workshop.

Are you too a closet knit? One of the growing band who
never go to anything political unless armed with your carrier
bag stuffed with knitting needles, patterns and balls of wool?
Traditional women's crafts - needlework, embroidery,
crochet as well as knitting - are back in fashion, but also
among feminists. Proof of feminism's middle-class orienta-
tion? Or is something rather subversive going on in reclaim-
ing traditional ‘feminine' skills as a new expression of
women's liberation and resistance? Untangle some of the
ambiguities with us in this session!

Is the European Community working for women? It has
certainly proved useful in counteracting some of Thatcher-
ism's worst effects on women, through, for example, favour-
able judgements in the European Court on pay comparability
and retirement rights. Women are also more prominent and
numerous in the European Parliament itself. But beyond
these limited improvements how should feminists judge
Europe's impact on our lives?

Is it worthwhile devoting energies to building up
contacts and networks among European women to make a
mark on the BEC?

Catheryn Hoskins will lead an assessment of the balance-
sheet of benefits, possibilities and limitations of a European
Community for women.

'Realignment’ is a buzzword much in use on the left wing of
politics right now. But what do these shifting attitudes and
policies mean for women? We'll be looking critically at how
much feminism has influenced recent left wing ideas; if
realignment really holds any political promise for women,
and how to make an impact on the shake-up of the Left.

SATURDAY 2.00-400

Feminists have been described as the modern Utopians,
projecting the possibilities for future societies through our
lifestyles, work and culture. But is our ability to dream being
dulled by the overwhelming realities of economic insecurity,
unemployment and hardship? What are our starting points
for a better world: some kind of super-advanced capitalism?
A less abrasive, less austere socialism? Or perhaps somewhere
altogether different over the rainbow . ..?

This session will bring together women with a wide range
of political and social backgrounds, some well-known, others
not, to reveal and share together our aspirations and fanta-
sies for the future.

Chaired by

Rosemary Betterton
(feminist art historian and
writer)

Speakers include
Catheryn Hoskins (writer
onwomen and Europe)
Carole Tongue (Euro MP)

Speakersinclude

Glenys Thornton
(Labour Party)
Jackie Hayward
(Communist Party)

Speakers

Barbara Burford (writer)
Sarah Lefanu (author)
Teresa Gorman
(Conservative Councillor)
Janice Owens (Green Party)
Dorothy Grey (longtime
member, Communist Party)

Chair
Janie Glen (feministin search
of Utopia)



POVERTY-
TRAPPED
WOMEN

GETTING
IN A
LATHER

ISTHERE
A FEMINIST
MORALITY?

HEROINES

THE
GENDER
OF
SCIENCE

Do you hide your poverty, saying: you don't like going out,
you hate having people round, you've gone right off food,
who needs new clothes when the jumble sales are so good,
the kids like wearing wellies in the summer?

Have you ever had to: go to work at 5am so the neighbours
won't see; told the children not to talk about the family to
outsiders; said "he's not my lover, he's my brother"? What
can women DO? Come and discuss with a panel, some of
whom have lived out some of the questions and are still
searching for the answers ...

Love 'em or loathe 'em, millions tune in for their weekly diet
of soap - from the money-drenched world of Dallas and
Dynasty to the more realistic Brookside, Eastenders and
Coronation Street. Just what makes them so popular? Enter-
taining, moving and gripping they certainly are but what do
they say about our society and women's position in it? Using
video excerpts, we'll dissect these shows and the way they're
portrayed in the tabloid press and magazines.

The family, sexuality, reproduction: these are all issues which
have hit the headlines in recent times. The underlying theme
linking controversy in all these areas has been 'morality’, and
it is the Right who've been setting the tone of that morality.
On some key questions, such as law and order, feminists'
desire for action has resulted in an uneasy convergence of
demands with the moral right. We've never really considered
if an alternative 'feminist morality' is necessary, desirable or
even possible. Can we now begin to piece together our own
views on morals and society?

There are few heroines in our society. In some of the most
enduring - Marilyn Monroe, Judy Garland, Janis Joplin - we
discover behind the cultivated gloss of the image-makers,
impressarios and ad-men, women who were lonely, unhappy,
even desperate victims. But times and images are changing:
today's 'heroines' from Tessa Sanderson to Annie Lennox or
Madonna, project more complex and often less 'feminine'
attributes, resisting attempts to be packaged as stereotypes.

What models and which heroines do we fashion for
ourselves and our daughters? In this session women who've
had to create their own images talk about heroines.

SATURDAY 430-630

If as the nursery rhyme claims, little boys are made of rats and
snalils, is it so surprising that they grow up into mad scientists
who want to portray women as genetically inferior? This
session will try and shed light on how far scientific theory is a
male construct which is used to justify as well as explain the
way the world works. We want to try to put together a
feminist approach to science, using the example of the
'nature versus nurture' debate and biological determinism;
and other examples from technology and the physical sci-
ences.

Lynda Birke (Feminist & biologist at the Open University,
Author: 'Women, Feminism & Biology') will be talking to

Lynette Willoughby (Lecturer in electronics) and Gale Vines
(Biological sciences editor, New Scientist)

Chair MaryAttenborough (Computer programmer)

Chaired by

Mary Gardiner (Campaigner
for children's rights)

Speakersinclude
Christine Gerraty

Speakers

Lucy Bland (Writerand
lecturer in sexual politics)
Chris Tchaikovsky (Womenin
Prison Campaign 8 author)
Melissa Benn (Journalist)

Chair
Jane Woddis (Communist
Party)

Speakersinclude

Kathy Myers (journalist)
Jane Graves

Chair

Julie Lawrence ('Sussex
District Committee of the
Communist Party)

...AND MORE...AND
MORE...AND MORE...
AND MORE...

There will be various stalls and

stands in addition to those
mentioned over the

weekend. If you would like to
run astall, provide a display or
organise some other activity
please let us know. Ring
Women Alive on
01-2514406




“The London Review of Books is the house magazine of the British
intellectual élite . . . good minds are at their best when writing like this,
on their mettle rather than op on stilts . . . When a paper is as good as
this one, it hurts o throw old coples away.’ - Clive James.

Facts about the LRB

Foonded Dctaber 197%, Entlrely independent. Estimated carrmi peadership 55,000, Read
m 73 coviidres arouand the world, Prinded on nmewmpnnl in Iu|gr tabdold formal. 22 issues
= year Al leant 15 major articles i eveny Bace, Posma Short stocies, In L9585, frsimaned
1,000 pnporant British and American |seoks. Poblishes onky original material

A Literary Journaill!

he LHA pubdishes amclhes on any subject inteilygible 1 the wyman. As well an Pt
novedisin and Bbemary jourmatists, LRM'S contributors ane P anlists who know how to
WLy |I||'_l.' chude Marttn Amis, A Aver, Jubian Bamed, fohn Hl.!r'r'l.'_ Alsn Bennoeit,
Willlam Bovd, Anita Brooknet, Angels Carter, Garner FiteGaembd, EH. Gombrich,
Pading Lromdimer, Lawrence 'l".nme;_ lan Hamilton, Sheari i-I.'l.rnTl'nI'.In'_ Tony Harriaaon,
Bearmies Henney, Patricin Highamith, Ted Moghes, Knxoo Bhigiooo, Frank Kermode,
Emmanuel LeBoy Ladune, David Lodspe, Peter Medawar, Craig Kaine, l'.'hrl:-lrnrl'nﬂ Hicka,
[ ML Rerbsostn, Richand Bomy, Salinen Boshdie, Mike Sebvey, A1 Tayhar, Emma Tennanl,
B Thompeon, Bormard Williame, Baymomd Willkams

A Political journal

Thie Myur Statesmuy hie pramed the “cloas and conbral lines ol debate of the sort redently
smaanitakhed by tha Losufim Rrodene of Beodd ot Shee miners” stvike amd the .-Iﬂhlllﬁ cnl i
Belgrane™ Ckher recent political pnabysis in the LRB ncludes LK. Galtradth on Troman,
Pater Share on Gaitnkell, Peler [enbkdns on Socialism withoul Sociifionm, BW j.uhnm o
the French électione, Anatole Kaletilky on the intermational diebl cring, Robarl Cecll on
Sowviet intellipence, Meal Aschersan o the rise anel Tall of i |'.|ul'|t|.r.|| s i Biritadn
el Sharkin om Alomic teske

London Review

OF BOCKS

The Lowdon Remiew of Hooke ks nol a light jowmal. Some would aay i was positively
formidable. Certalnly, it assumes people wand subsiance for their money. We ame sare thal
readers of Women Aliog will enjoy and value the LEB. That's why we are offering you
the chance to take out 4 sobreription with & fres irlal F-I-Hl:lﬂ af 3 monthe [akx besucs), We
tiink you'll become addicted. 1F you don'l, we'll give yoo YOUT sy back in fall at any

tumr in the brial perind
— . e — ——— N — — — -

YES, I'd e b acveg® vour tral offer and peceive sis free issoes of Use Longdon. Repip of Books
Meare endes l.|.|!|-a_1|r1'|||n-;'~'| for the Lawdon Erviewe ||_|" Rovdm at ther special rate of
E16 30 (E2T oidmicdis LTEC) for Bfteen mumnths |28 meoes), [ endersinnd that i, after (hree

months, | don'l want to contimuee o sobscribe. | can coniéel my *.l-|.|.L15'.'J1|:II:I.-r.|r. pnd et o fuakl
ricfund

ame
AsliEress
Peatengde
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Lasso Women's Co-operative
Tel: 01-267 1284

Lasso is & Typesetting, Design and Print baeying
women's collective. Send o TODAY for our
Iaformaiion pack. (Pleass enclose s 5x7 sae),

T Lewicin. iy (T-11 #4100 % Pancme Way, Lomsdam FWL
T

HTAWE

| KEEP WOMENALIVE _ |

PAY PUBLIC SERVICE
WORKERS A LIVING WAGE

L0 ]

MNATIONAL UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

MOTHERS DONT FORGET

Womon and the Wellare Siaie

HARRIET ¥WSE Wormen nnd
the Trade Lindon Movement

MNOTTS WOMEN STRIKE
BACK Women in the Mines

Nirikce

Theie prodactions amd avalkzhie (or hire and mle in VHS
and Uimatie videscasetie Mrom:

THE NORTHERN FILM AND TV ARCHIVE
J6 Boitle Bank, Giateshead, NEX AR

Tel! (059 ] pdFrinl
g

1936 bt A RA Sl [YHED
ABORTION LAW REFORM ASSOCIATION

Fifty vears and still very much alive burt,

* YOLUNTEERS NEEDED
1o help curry on the Gght for
x WOMAN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE.

Fisr [roe amnivacsary newnpa per, Neesiing Chafne plus
mfommalion oo helping and membersldp, contael:
ALRAAWRTC, B8 Islington High 51, Lamlon &1 8EC,

Tal: D]-355 52010

Triangle Translations Ltd
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Press Lid  sends
greetings to WOMEN ALIVE.

Farleigh

A weell me printing we offer & Rl Gndshing
servhce, plus fypesetiing and desipn. Whai-
ever your pring neads ring us foe o free guote
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Forteigh Press  Led (7L Dopesssl Yoy
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213 Archwaay Read, Loadon N8 Tal: 240 0407
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shop; vegetarian'vegan licensed cale: bookshop with
herhs, romodies, cards and gifts.
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HOW AlD What effects have 'aid' and 'development' had on women in Speakersinclude
the Third World? Colonialism certainly damaged women's

M AKES position in many Third World societies, but many aid and Suki Field (Women's Officer,
development programmes have not only ignored women's VSO)
WOM EN POOR role and status, they have seriously worsened them. Various
independent aid agencies have started schemes aimed speci-
fically at women now, but are these working? Or is more
radical action needed to improve women's position in the
Third World?

M OTH ERS AND  'The guards atthe cell door" is how writer Andrea Dworkin

describes mothers. They "raise daughters" she says, "to

D AUGHTERS conform to the strictures of the conventional female life as

defined by men ..." Strengths, tensions, exasperations and
warmth; the struggle for individual identity and the need for
Speequs closeness: these are all facets of a mother-daughter rela-
Josephine Zara tionship. Even more complex is the relationship of a lesbian
Sheila Tabard (Haringey mother to her heterosexual daughter, or a young British-born
Women's Unit) Asian woman who challenges her mother's cultural inheri- A
GeraldineTabard tance. The potential of this workshop discussion will extend IMOTHEM
Discussion facilitator as far as you wantto in exploring your own relationship and
Zdda Curtis experiences.
DO 'Riot' conjures up many images and meanings: anarchy, Speakers
uprising, struggle, protest, resistance ... As a form of mass Sally Alexander (Historian)
WOM EN political action, 'riot' has a long and honourable history. But Eleanor Khanyilef/4 N C)
in what possible conditions or circumstances might such Women from Broadwater
R| OT’) action be justifiable today? What factors distinguish national Farm Defence Committee
: liberation movement actions in S. Africa from Brixton or and Greenham Common
Broadwater Farm? Above all, can there be a feminist justifica- )
tion of violent, aggressive, warring behaviour? Or must we Chair
redefine the vocabulary and the content of 'riot' if it is to be Jean Miller (Barnsley Women
of use to us? against Pit Closures)
WOM EN'S Do commercial women's magazines contribute towards a feminist future? Both ‘career-
woman' glossies and 'home-based' magazines have done some excellent reporting and
PAGES launched campaigns on important issues such as women's tax, equal pay, health care and

nurseries. But how can this be reconciled with the fashion pages and beauty tips? Do women's
pages, TV or radio programmes offer any better perspective when presenting a women's angle?
Is the fight for a ‘women's voice' in the media in danger of creating a ghetto?

Speckers Sharon Maxwell (Cosmopolitan) Jean Shapiro (GoodHousekeeping magazine)
This session is organised and chaired by Everywoman magazine

IN THE FAMILY WAY

If violence against women says something about relations between women and men in general,
what meaning does violence against children express and what should feminism or the Left be
doing about it? What is happening to the condition of parenthood: why are parents being
driven to kill their children, and what can be done to stop it?

An uncomfortable workshop in which there will be opportunities to listen to each others'
experiences as children, parents and allies of both. Young people especially welcome.

Speakers include Frankie Rickford and a woman from the Children's Legal Centre

THE Media images of policing have traditionally been overwhel- These issues will be debated
mingly of macho men. But what have we here ...? Cagney by women who have
TOU GH COP and Lacey, Juliet Bravo, The Gentle Touch: these new media experience of both the
policeladies seem far removed from the Sweeney and Starsky fantasy and real cop
and Hutch. Are they trying to present a 'feminised' view of worlds.

the police force, and why? How do these images relate to
women's actual experience of policing, and policewomen?
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