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Soclalist Soclet

Group for aSocidist Society c/o7 Calide Street, London WI. Td 01-437 82

Working
Webedievethat thereisan urgent need
for a new Socialist Society, dedicated
to research, debate, education and
polemic. Weare convening a Conference
early in the New Year for the purpose
of founding such a Society.

The am of the new Society will be to regain
the initiative for socidist ideas and help them
become the common sense of the age. It will
contribute to research and educational work
dlied to the labour movement and other
progressive movements. It will seek to counter
the reactionary ideologies bred by the per-
sigent capitalist criss and the new Cold
War. It will seek to promote awareness of
socidist aternatives and encourage debate
on the gtrategic and policy dimensions of
socialist research and theory. It will work to
bresk down barriers between activists and
intellectuals. It will develop its own work-
shops, locd groups, programme of publication
and national network, while making use of
eveary avaladle platform for advancing socidist
culture. It will work closdy with aready
established socidist and radical research

groups.

We bdieve that a new and more open
palitica sStuation offers greet scope to socidist
researchers, teachers, writers and activists.
We have a rich diversty of socialist pub-
lications and research groups but no common
meeting ground for discussing the new pros-
pects facing the labour movement, or for
alowing us to contribute collectively to the
birth of a broad socialist movement Within
the labour movement top-heavy officid
structures and the water-logged politics of
consensus are being strongly contested by
loca activists. There are encoui aging Sgns
of the beginning of a wide-ranging and out-
ward-going response to the many desperate
problems of a decaying social order. The
dramatic re-birth of CND on a new Euro-
pean basis, and the widening scope of the
women's movement and of feminist pro-
grammes, raise vital issues of socialist res-
ponsibility and commitment.

In a more diffuse wey there is a widespread
willingness to question the workings of the
British state, the commerciadism and pater-
naism of the media, the savage cutsin socid
provision, the continuing war and repression
in Northern Ireland. There has been manifest
popular anger a mass unemployment, the
desolation of inner cities and the destruction
of industria and cultural resources. There is
a growing wish for more democratic and
accountable structures of sdf-activity in every
area of socia life The search for new
answers gives new openings for the Left and
could furnish the impulse for building a
popular, anti-capitaliss movement. Yet, so
far, the Social Democrats have been able to
makethe running in public debate and exploit
discontent with the traditiona pattern of
politics.

FOUNDATION
CONFERENCE

23/24 January

| nstitute of
Education

20 Bedford Way,
L ondon WC1

We believe that the formaion of a new
Socialist Society could help the Left to meet
the great challenge and opportunity it now
faces. Without seeking to create a new party
or faction the Society would encourage socidist
renewd insde the labour movement and
help those fighting for socialist ideas in the
Labour Pearty. It would help create a new
forum and common framework for consider-
ing fundamental questions of socialist pro-
gramme and purpose. It would address itself
to the implications of new radical currents of
thought. It would bring together intellectual
workers and worker intellectuals, in the
common task of developing the programme
and promise of socialism. It would be open to
all those prepared to subscribe to aCharter of
socialist principles.

Y

Working Group for
a Socialist Society:

Tariq Ali

Anthony Arblaster

Peter Ayrton
Michele Barrett

Veronica Beechey

Roy Bhaskar
lan Birchall
Robin Blackburn

Shelley Charlesworth

David Coates
James Curran
Roy Edgley
Erica Flegg
Stuart Hall
Simon Hebditch
Derek Hines
Martin Jacques
Pat Jordan
Ernesto Laclau
Doreen Massey
Istvan Meszaros
Ralph Miliband
Francis Mulhern
Liz Nash

Mike Rustin
John Saville
Bill Schwarz
Lynne Sega
Jenny Taylor

Hilary Wainwright

Susan Watkins
Jeffrey Weeks

Raymond Williams

Please send mefurther information about the Socialist Society
Please send me regigtration documents for the founding Conference of the

Socialigt Society

D
D

| enclose a donation of £.................... towards the cost of the Conference.

NAME

ADDRESS

The founding Conference of the Socialist Society will be held in London in
January, 1982. If you would like further information, pleasefill in thisform and
return to: Working Group for a Socialist Society, 7 Carlide Street, London

W1V 6NL.

Chegues should be made payable to "Working Group for a Socialist Society'.



