




Editorial office
16 St John Street, London EC1M 4AY
Telephone 01-2514406

Editor Martin Jacques

Editorial board
Irene Brennan, Jack Cohen, Dan Connor,
John Foster, Jean Gardiner,
Eric Hobsbawm, John Hoffman,
Alan Hunt, Arnold Kettle,
Betty Matthews, Bert Pearce,
Dave Priscott, Bob Rowthorn,
Mike Seifert, Sue Slipman, Dave Wynn.

Reviews Paul Webster

Advertising
Contact Sally Townsend at editorial office.

Orders and subscriptions
Usual agents or Central Books Ltd,
14 The Leathermarket, London SE1 3ER

Subscription rates for one year
Inland: individuals £7.20, institutions £9.60
Overseas: individuals £9.60, institutions £12.00

The editor welcomes contributions for
publication in the journal. Further details if
required from the editorial office.

Design Peter Hammarling
Typesetting Dessett Graphics Ltd,
01-2510486
Printed by Farleigh Press Ltd (TU),
Watford, Hens

Published by the Communist Party,
16 St John Street, London EC1M 4AY
© February 1981, world copyright Marxism Today

Contents
February 1981 Volume 25 Number 2

Focus 2
TV Franchising • Local Government Finance • Sexual Violence

David Plotke

Reagan: is it as bad as it sounds? 6
A right-wing Republican is now US President. American politics has shifted to the right.
David Plotke, an editor of the American journal Socialist Review, examines the extent of this
shift and the prospects for the US and the world with Reagan in the White House.

Fred Steward

The Politics of Technology 13
Technological issues are now big politics. A few examples—microprocessing, nuclear power,
Concorde, juggernauts — suffice to make the point. Fred Steward, a lecturer in technology
policy at Aston University and member of the Communist Party's Science and Technology
Committee, looks at why technology has become such a hot political and social question — and
argues that the Left must develop a coherent view on the direction and control of technology.

Tony Lane

Merseyside under the hammer 18
Jarrow and the South Wales mining villages both evoke memories of the thirties depression.
Merseyside threatens to become a symbol of unemployment in the eighties. Tony Lane, at
present a research officer for the TGWU based in Liverpool and author of The Unions Make us
Strong, looks at Merseyside's plight and the growth of resistance.

Discussion 22
Dan Smith Goodbye to Detente?
The co-editor of Protest and Survive and former vice-chairperson of CND looks at the decline
of detente.

Jane Darke Architecture: the past fights back
A response to Richard Hill's article in our November issue.

Johanna Wilson Import Controls - on the Left's terms
The author argues that Import Controls can play only a limited role.

Reviews 27
Paul Levine — The Alternative Economic Strategy. There is an Alternative. The British
Economic Disaster.
Victor Kiernan — Scottish Capitalism.
Alan Hunt — Pashukanis: Selected Writings on Marxism and Law.

Notes 31






